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TO 
Her Royal Highneſs 


Ss BE 


Prxincess ANNE 
O F | 


DENMAR K. 


' Mapan, 


TE acceptance his late 
Majeſly of Glorious Cle- . 
mency vouchſafed to ſome ſurvi- 
ving Sermons of this Authour, 
my deceaſed Son, incourages me 


to beg the like from your Royal 
I now that I am to ex- 


A3 poſe 


G oats of ; * 
"um. LEVELS « 8 ”_— - Lad 
* pd 5 "ar” ” 
v "# by 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
poſe another of his produfions, 
as 4 little Moſes in a paper Arh, 
and I hope the Subje# of theſe 
Diſcourſes (Contentment, Pati- 
ence, Reſignation) will not ren- 
der them an improper preſent ; 
for, as all loyal SubjeAs rejoyce 
in, and thereby in ſome meaſure 
partake of, the proſperities of 
' the Royal Family ;, fo, your Roy- 
al Highneſſes Goodneſs, which 
crowns the other felicities of your 
Perſon and Fortane, will not per- 
mit you to be exempted from a 
ſympathy with their condition 
whom the Harmony of Divine 
Providence requires to move in 
a lower ſphere. May your Royal 
Highneſs never have the occaſion 
to exerciſe the Vertues of the af- | 
flited, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
flied, but onely the opportunity 
to pity and relieve them, ſhall 
ever be the hearty prayer of 


Your Royal Highneſles 
moſt humble and 


moſt obedient Servant, 


Thomas Barrow. 
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The Firſt Sermon. 


PHIL. IV. II 


I have learned in whatever flate I am, TN TH 


Te #9- 
ji a2 rupxth 


therewith to be content. 


N theſe words by the example of 
| an eminent Saint is recommen- 
ded to us the practice of an ex- 
cellent duty, or vertue: a practice in 
it ſelf moſt worthy, very gratefull to 
God, and immediately of great be- 
nefit to our felyes ; being indeed ne- 
ceſfiry toward the contfortable en- 
joyment of our hves : It is contented- 
Kels, the vertue, which of all other 
B doth 


2 Of Contentment. Serm. 1. 


T2 Sazre- doth moſt render this world accepta- 
pr rn ble, and conſtituteth -a kind of tem- 
c:eeriy mus; poral heaven ; which he that hath, is 
j vb K thereby zpſo fatto in good meaſure 
it, happy; whatever other things he may 
ſeem to want ; which he that wan- 
teth, doth, however otherwiſe he be 
furniſhed, become miſerable, and car- 
rieth a kind of hell within him : it 
cannot therefore but well deſerve our 
beſt ſtudy about it, and care to get 
it; in imitation of S. Paul, who had 
hearned in whatever ſtate he was, 

therein to be content. 

In diſcourſing upon which words I 
ſhall conſider two particulars ; firſt 
the vertue it felt ( contentedrieſs in 
every ſtate) the nature of which I 
ſhall endeavour to explain ; then the 
way of attaining or producing it, 1m- 
plyed by S. Paul in the words, 7 have 


learned. 


T. For explication of the vertue : 

The word here expreſling 1t 15, a= 

Tzexua, Which ſignifieth ſelt-ſufficien- 

cy, Or having enough of ones felt ; 

T8 OR the which is not'to be underſtood ab- 


<ge ſolutely, as if he took himſelf the 
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Serm. I. Of Contentment. 


independent in nature, able to ſubſiſt $324, wr 


of himſelf, not wanting any ſupport | 


or comfort without himſelf (tor this Js 48 


is the property and privilege of the 
oreat Ek ſhaddai, who alone ſubſiſteth 
of himſelf, needing toward his being 
and felicity nothing without himlſelt ; 
this is repugnant to the nature of man, 
who is a creature eſſentially depen- 
dent for his being and ſubſiſtence, in- 
digent of many things for his ſatisfac- 
tion and welfare) but relatively, con- 
ſidering his preſent ſtate, the circum- 
ſtances wherein he was, and the capa- 
cities he had ; which by God's diſpo- 
fal and providence were ſuch, that he 
could not want more, than he had in 
his poſſeſſion, or reach. He meant 
not to exclude God, and his provi- 
dence; but rather ſuppoſed that as the 
ground and cauſe of his ſelf-ſufficien- 
cy ; according as otherwhere he ex- 


preſſeth it : Not as if we were ſufficient 2 Cor. 3. 5- 


of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency 1s of 
God : Nor did he intend to exclude 
the need of other creatures otherwiſe 
than as conſidered without his pof- 
ſeſſion, or beyond his power ; But he 
meaneth onely, that he did not deſire 
a or 
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'or lack more than what God had 


ſupplyed him with ; had put into his 
hand, or had ſet within his reach ; 
that his will did fute to his ſtate, his 
deſire did not exceed his power. 
This is the meaning of the word, 
which the Apoſtle uſeth ; but for the 
more full and clear underſtanding the 
vertue it ſelf, we ſhall firſt confider 
the obje&t, about which it is conver- 
fant, then the ſeveral a&ts, which it 
requireth, ,or wherein the exerciſe 
thereof confiſteth. | 
I. The obje& of contentedneſs is 
the preſent ftate of things whatever. it 
be ( whether proſperous or adverſe, 
of eminency or meanneſs, of abun- 
dance or ſcantneſs) wherein by di- 
vine providence we are fet : 7 ex of; 
Eouey, the things in which we are, that 
is our preſent condition, with all its 
circumſtances : ſo it may be generally 
ſuppoſed, conſidering that it is ordi- 
nary, and almoſt natural for men 
(who have not learned as S. Paul had 
done, or are not inſtrufted, and ex- 
erciſed in the praftice of this duty) 


_ to be diſſatisfied, and difſquieted in e- 


very ſtate; to be always in Want of 
| - ſome- 
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ſomething ; to find defeQs in every 
fortune ; to fanſie they may be in bet- 
ter caſe, and to deſire it earneſtly : 
If we eſtimate things wiſely , rich 
men are more hable to diſcontent than 
poor men. It is obſervable, that pro- 
ſperity isa peeviſh thing, and men of 
higheſt fortune are apt moſt eaſily to 
reſent the ſmalleſt things: a little 
neglect, a ſlight word, an unpleafing 
look doth afte&t them more, than re- 
proaches, blows, wrongs do thoſe of 
a mean condition. 

Proſperity is a nice and ſqueamiſh 
thing, and it is hard to find any thing 
able to pleaſe men of a full and pro- 
ſperous ſtate, which being uncapable 
of bettering in ſubſtantial things they 
can hardly find matter of ſolid delight. 
Whereas a poor eſtate is eaſily com- 
forted by the acceſſion of many things 
which it wanteth : a good meal, a 
ſmall gift, a little gain, or good ſuc. 
ceſs of his labour doth greatly pleaſe 
a poor man with a very ſolid pleaſure: 
but a rich man hath nothing to pleaſe 
him, but a new toy, a puff of ap- 
plauſe, ſucceſs at a horſe-race, at 
bowls, at hunting ; in ſome petty 
B 3 ſport 
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ſport and paſtime, which can yield . 
but a very thinn and tranſitory fatis- 
faction to any man not quite brutifi- 
ed and void of ſenſe : whence conten- 
tedneſs hath place, and is needfull in 
every condition, be 1t 1n appearance 
never ſo proſperous, ſo plentifull, fo 
Job 20. 22. pleaſant. 7n the fulneſs of his ſufficien- 
cy, he ſhall be in ſtraits. 
The formal obje& thereof may in- 
Chryſ. Tom.7. deed ſeem to be a condition diſtaſtfull 
oe to our ſenſe, or croſs to our fancy ; 
an adverſe or ſtrait condition ; a 
condition of poverty, of diſgrace, of 
any great inconvenience or diſtreſs in- 
cident to us in this world ; but ſince 
the moſt mer: are abſolutely in ſuch a 
condition, expoſed to ſo many wants 
and troubles ; ſince many more are 
needy comparatively, wanting the 
conveniencies that others enjoy, and 
which themſelves affect; ſince there 
are few, who in right eſtimation are 
'not indigent-and poor, that is who do 
not defire and: tanſte themſelves to 
want many -things which they have 
not (for wealth conſiſteth not ſo 
much in. the -poſſeſſion of goods, as 
1n apprehenſion of freedom irom _ 
an 
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and in fatisfation of deſires) ſince 
care, trouble, diſappointment, ſatiety 
and diſcontent following them, do 
not. onely haunt cottages, and ſtick 
to the loweſt ſort of people, but do 
even frequent palaces, and purſue 
men of higheſt rank ; therefare any 
ſtate may be the object of contented- 
neſs; and the duty 1s of a very gene- 
ral concernment ; Princes themſelves 
need to learn it; the leſſons teaching 
it, and the arguments perſuading it 
may as well ſute the rich-and noble, 
as the poor and the paiſant; ſo our 
Apoſtle himſelf doth intimate in the 
words immediately following our 


Text; 7 know both how to be abaſed, phil. 4. 12] 


and I know how to abound ; Every 
where, and in all things 1 am inſtruc- 
ted both to be full, and to be hungry ; 
both to abound and to ſuffer need ; he 
had the art not onely to manage well 
both conditions, bur to be ſatisfied in 
either. | 
But ſeeing real adverſity, poverty 
and diſgrace have naturally the ſtron- 
geſt influence in diſturbing and dif- 
ordering our minds ; that contented- 
neſs is plainly moſt neeatull in ſuch 
B 4 cales, 
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eaſes, as the',proper fupport, or me- 
dicine of our mind in them ; that 
other ſtates do need it enely as they, 
by fancy. or infirmity, do ſymbolize 
or conſpire with theſe ; therefore un- 
to perſons in theſe ſtates we ſhall 
more explicitely apply our dire&tions, 
and permuaſians, as to the proper and 
primary ſubjects of contentedneſs ; 
the which by analogy, or parity of 
reaſon may be extended to all others, 
who from imaginary wants and dir 
ſtreſſes do create diſpkaſure to them-+ 


ſelves. Se much for the object, or 


the ſubject of the vertue. 

2. The acts, wherein the practice 
thereof conſiſteth (which are necef- 
ſary. ingredients, or conſtant fymp- 
tomes of it) belong either to the mind 
and underſtanding, or to. the will and 
appetite, or to external demeanour 
and practice ; being r. right opinions 
and judgments of mind, 2. fit diſpofi- 
tions and afteCtions ,of heart, 3. out- 
ward good actions and behaviours, in 
regard to our condition and the e- 
vents befalling us ; the former being 
as the root and ſtock, the latter as the 


unto. 


Serm. I Of. Contentment. 2 
unto:which may be reduced the cops © 
reſpondent negations , -or abſence''of . 
bad judgments, affeions and de- 
partments in reſpe& to the ſame ob- 
- (x.) As to our opinions and: judg- 
ments of things contentedneſs requi- 
reth, that | | 

I. We ſhould believe our condition 
whatever it be to be determined by 
God; and thar all events befalling us 
do proceed from him-; at leaft thar 
he permitteth and ordereth them, ac- 
cording to his judgment and pleaſure : 
that Zr: Tal DEQ 77865 ET; AG, x 0U- Soph. Aj. 
e#%au, all (as the Prophet ſingeth) both or... 
good and evil proceedeth out of the amos 3. 6. 
mouth of the moſt High-; that Aﬀtrtti- * Ning: 12. 
on (as Fob ſaid) cometh not forth of ” © 
the duft, neither doth trouble ſpring 
out of the ground ; as a thing arifing 
ſpontaneouſly, or ſowed by the hand 
of ſome creature, but rather deſcen- 
deth from him, who ſaith, Z form the EL. 45. 7. 
light, and create darkneſs; I make 
peace, and create evil ; I the Lord doe - 
alt theſe things. | 
' We are apt, when any thing fal- 
kth out unpleaſant to us, to exclaim 
Ly | againſt 


10 Of Contentment. Serm. I. 


Arque Devs, apainſt fortune, and to accuſe our 
argue ofire.. ſtars; or to inveigh againſt the ſe- 
mater, cond cauſes, which immediately of- 
fend us, aſcribing all to their influ- 
ence ; which proceeding doth argue 
in us a Heatheniſh ignorance and infi- 
delity, or at leaſt much: inconfide- 
rateneſs, and impotency of mind ; 
that our judgment is blinded and clou- 
ded, or perverted and ſeduced by ill 
paſſions ; for that in truth there 1s not 
in the world any occurrence merely 
fortuitous, or fatal (all being guided 
and wielded by the powerfull hand of 
the All-wiſe, and Almighty God ) 
there is no creature which 1n its agen- 
cy doth not depend on God, as the 
inſtrument of his will, or ſubordinate 
thereto ; wherefore upon every event, 
we ſhould, raiſing our minds above 
all other cauſes, diſcern and acknow- 
ledge God's hand; as David did, 
2Sam.16.10. When Shimez curſed him ; Let him 
(faid the good King) curſe, becauſe the 
Lord bath ſaid auto him, Curſe David; 
as Fob did, when he was rifled of his 
Job x. 21. goods, The Lord (faid he) gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away ; as our Sa- 


viour did, when in regard to the ſore 
hard- 


-__ 
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hardſhips he was deſigned to undergo, | 
he ſaid, 7he Cup which my Father hath Joh. 18. rx, 
given me, ſhall I not drink ? 

- 2. Hence we ſhould always judge 

every thing which happeneth to be ; 
thoroughly good and fit, worthy (all j*&2&+- 
things conſidered) to be appointed, &Þgz2a5 
or. permitted by that Sovereign Go- 79.7299 78 
. vernour of things ; not entertaining ire __ 
any harſh thoughts of God, as if he f»«w w 9j- 
were not enough wiſe, juſt, or benign 537;%=; 
in ordering us to be afflicted or crof- as 5 «2 3v- 
ſed ; but taking all occurrences to be ##!; x4» aur 


. . > &c. 
well conſiſtent with all God's holy Thkeca. © 
pertections and attributes. | Ep. 136. 


We are apt to conceit, that the 
world is ill ordered, when we do not 
thrive and proſper therein ; 
that every thing 1s irregu- 
lar, which ſquareth not to 
the models of our fancy ; 
that things had gone much F E7%p3ew 39 160 7 oÞz 
better, it our deſigns had Jr nn go ae ms 10. 
found ſucceſs; but theſe yitew augicer]a. Theod. 
are vain, and perverſe con- #15: 
ceits ; for that certainly is OI 38 «5 29's 78 vp 
moſt good, which ſeemeth RE real den "Is. 
good to God ; his will isa =p. 18. 
perfect ſtandard of right, 


Placeat homini quicquid 
Deo placuit, Sen. Ep. 7 5. 


and 
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and convenience, his eye never aimeth 
wrong, his hand never faileth to hit 
Pal. 25. 10. the mark of what is beſt; 4Z his 
T45-17* paths are mercy, and truth; He us 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in 
all his works : So did King ZZezekiah 
rightly judge, when upon _denuncia-+ 
tion of a ſad doom to his countrey and 
poſterity, he replied to the Prophet ; 


2 King.20.19. Good is the word of the Lord, which 


thou haſt ſpoken ; ſo even the Pagan 
Sage diſcerned, when he thus rebuked 


*ArSegmedby, n » Tou (lave, do you for- 
Bolern/”s a malecontent ; ſlave, do you fe 


neces 3 m3 &- Sooth defire any thing, but what is beſt 2 


pzeivey 3 a0 and is not that onely beſt, which ſee- 
Ng nh. meth beſt to God ? 

x; Arr.tr. 3. We ſhould even be ſatisfied in 

Je our mind that according to God's 

purpoſe all events do tend and con- 

duce to our particular weltare ; being 

not onely good to us as members of 

the world; and in order to more ge- 

neral ends, but ſerving toward our 

private benefit and advantage. We 

may be ready perhaps to confeſs, that 

whatever happeneth may be indeed 

juſt and fit in ſome diſtant, and oc- ' 

cult reſpe&s, but hardly can we be 

induced to allow, that what we feet 

| offen- 
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offenſive to our ſenſe and fancy, is 
really good for us,. or was meant for 
our benefit ; we cannot eaſily diſcern 
any. thing of love or favour in ſuch 
matters : Thoſe fort of Aphoriſms, in 


1.3 


Holy Scripture, Happy is the man, Job s. 17. 


whom God correfteth; As many as I 


Rev. 


Jam. I. 12s 
3- Iv. 


love, I rebuke and chaſten ; ſound Prov. 3, 12. 


ſtrangely, and are huge Paradoxes 


to us; ſuch is our blindneſs of mind, , 
and dulneſs of apprehenſion : but God 


knoweth with ſo exact a skilfulneſs to 
manage things, that every particular 
occurrence ſhall be advantageous to 
the perſon, whom it toucheth ; and 
accordingly to each one he diſpenfeth 
that which is moſt ſutable to him ; 
whence, as frequently it is neceſſary 
for our good that we ſhould be crof- 
ſed ( for that indeed otherwiſe we 
ſhould often much harm, ſometime 
we ſhould quite undoe our ſelves) fo 
it always, when God fo ordereth it, 
1s to be deemed moſt profitable, and 
wholſome for us : we are therefore in 
reaſon obliged to take the ſaddeſt ac- 
cidents, and ſharpeſt afflictions, co- 
ming upon us by providence, to be 
no other than fatherly —_— - 

riend- 


24 Of Contentment: Serm\. TI: 
friendly -rebukes, deſigned to render 
us good and happy ; as arguments 
therefore and inſtances . of eſpecial 
good-will toward us; conceiving un- 
der every diſpenſation that we do as 
it were hear God ſpeaking to us, as 

Jer. 29.11. he did to thoſe in the Prophet : Z 
know the thoughts, that I think toward 
you, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 

. to give you an expedited end. | 
4. Hence we are to believe, that 

our preſent condition (whatever it be 
to carnal, or worldly ſenſe) 1s in-right 
judgment, all things conſidered, the 
beſt ; moſt proper, moſt deſirable for 
us : better than we, 1f it were at our 
diſcretion and choice, ſhould put our 

x Tim. 2.4. felves into: for that God (the Savi- 

on 35 Our of all men, who defireth that no 

Pal. 145. 9. man ſhould periſh; who s good to all, 
aud whoſe tender mercies are over all 
hs works ; who exceedingly tendreth 
the welfare of his children and ſub- 
jects) doth ever (here in this life, the 
time of merit and trial) with a moſt 
wiſe good-will deſign our beſt good ; 

and by the moſt proper methods (ſuch 
as do beſt ſute our circumſtances and 
capacities) doth aim to draw us unto 


happt- 
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happineſs; and accordingly doth af- 

ſtgn a ſtation for us moſt befitting in 

order to that great end ; we therefore 

ſhould think our ſelves well placed, 

becauſe we are where God doth ſet us, 

_ that. we have enough, becauſe we 
have what God allotteth us. 

There 'are other - more particular 
judgments, which contentedneſs in- 
volveth, or which are required to- 
ward it ; ſuch as theſe ; that nothing 
originally is due to us, but all cometh 
purely from divine favour and boun- 
oy ; that all adverſities are juſtly, and 

eſervedly inflicted on us, as the due 
wages, or natural fruits of our ſins ; 
that our happineſs dependeth not on 
any preſent enjoyments or poſſeſſions, 
but may well ſubſiſt without them ; 
that a competency (or ſo much as ſut- 
ficeth to maintain our life without 1n- 
tolerable pain) ought to fſatisfie our 
deſires ; but theſe, and the like judg- 
ments will come opportunely to be 
conſidered as motives to the prattice 
of the duty. 

(2.) From ſuch acts of our mind or 
intellective part concerning things 1f- 
cident to us, ſhould proceed the fol- 

| lowing 
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lowing difpoſitions of will and affec+ 

tion. | "Dim. 

x. We ſhould entertain all occur- 

rences, how grievous ſoever to. us 

with entire ſubmiſſion, and reſigna- 

tion of our will to the will of God ; 

wholly acquieſcing in his good plea- 

ſure; ſaying in oar hearts after. our 

Luk. 22.42. Lord; Let not my will, tut thine be 

x Sam. 3.18. done ; with good El:, It is the Lord, 

let him doe what ſeemeth him good 

2 Sam. 15-26. with David, Behold here 1 am, let 

him doe to me as ſeemeth good to him; 

Bj m7y 2- Even with Socrates, If ſo it pleaſeth 

as glider, God, ſo let it be ; with Epittetus, F 
y Javt : 1 . 

a always chiefly will that, which cometh 

= waner ro paſs; for 1 accompt thar better 

gas a el which God willeth, than what IT will 

mw 33 nys- my ſelf ; 1 will adhere as a miniſter 

« ob {Rs and follower to him, 7 purſue, 1 affett, 

Jaxers them as ſent from God we ſhould 

I -u9p- heartily bid them welcome; we ſhould 

4, pizy- kindly embrace them, we ſhould uſe 

pas tr, them with all. fair reſpect : dars- 

Arr. 3.7. CeYai mz ovpbanvole (0 hug, or 

T amon. ' kindly to embrace things incident ) 

- mf I. 12:T- prAciy TH. move lun to love thingy 

diſpenſed by .proyidence ) are _—_— 

& which 
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which even as dictated by natural rea- 
ſon Philoſophers do much inculcate. 
This excludeth all rebellious inſur- 
redtions, and ſwellings of mind a- 
gainſt providence, ſuch as argue that - 
we diſlike God's government ; that 
were we able we ſhould ſtruggle with 
God's will ; that we gladly would 
ſhake off his yoke ; all ſuch 1ll reſent- 
ment and repining at our lot, which 
maketh God's hand grievous, and his 
yoke uneaſie to us ; ſuch affections as 
the Wiſeman toucheth, when he ſaith; 
_ The fooliſhneſs of man perverteth his Prov. xg. 3; 
way, and his heart fretteth againſt the | 
Lord. 
2. We ſhould bear all things with 
ſteady calmneſs and compoſedneſs of 
mind, ſuppreſſing, or quelling thoſe 
tumults, thoſe ſtorms, thoſe exceſſes 
of paſſion, which the ſenſe of things 
diſguſtfull is apt to excite; ſuch as Let mw man A 
are immoderate grief, fierce anger, erg & | 
| irkſome deſpair, and the like. No ons, wt 
adverſity ſhould ſo ruffle our minds, z 4% 
as to defeat or pervert the uſe of our Cs "hs 


reaſon, ſo as to hinder us from per- 1 Thell. 3: 3. 
ceiving , or performing what beco- 
meth us, ſo as to engage us into any | 

yy | rregu- 
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1rregular,. or unſeemly behaviour. 
3- We Thoutd indeed bear the worlt 
events with an & ule, that .is with 
'H x7 x- a ſweet .and chearfull diſpoſition of 
449 279 mind, ſo as not to be. put out of hy- 
7epzaCery. IMQUr ; Hot- to be dejefted, or quite 
FEW 7<'30- diſcouraged by them, . not to fall into 
Prov, 12- 22. that heavineſs, which (as theW:ſeman: 
faith) maketh the heart of man to ſtoop ; 
.,- but rather finding delight 
LRney'Y FEE .and complacence in them, 
| pe, off "urdyngie,.. 
% ceroapiars va ek. , asCoNſidering whence they 
2 Cor. 12.10, . _. -. COMe, Whither they aim 
.and tend: ſuch was the 
th AA oa - diſpoſition and demeanour 
Leber 27 -» FER f of the Apoſeles and primi- 
Col. I, 11. ” ::,;#7e good Chriſtzans 1n the 
.. * +, -»Midſt of their moſt Brie- 
AR. 5. 41- vous. adyerſities and ſufferings ; the 
Heb, 10. 34+ xejoyced, &c. they did take joyfuly the 
» Jpoiling of their goods, they did ac- 
Jaw..1.2+,1. 6@mpt it all joy, when they felt into di- 
vi 0970s © * Vers tribulations; ; they. were ws Ay- 
2 br 6. rey TEEN; dA h) Y Rear, AS grieved but 
Ave 54 -« always. rejoycing ;; their ſtate was gric- 
*/ yous, but their heart was conſtantly 
EY AT 1 * chearfull. Such a conſtant frame of 
mind we ſhould maintain, ſo conti- 
Woe prepared we ſhould be againſt all 
contin- 


-y { 
$ ,Q1.,vOTT {1 
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contingencies, that nothing ſhould 
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happen amiſs to us, ſo as deeply to - 


afte& us, or to unſettle us in our hu- 
mour ; that every thing from God's 
hand ſhould be acceptable ; that no 
ſadneſs may ſeiſe on us, at-leaſt that 
we do not indulge or cheriſh it ; that 
in no wiſe we ſuffer any regret to. 
quench that ſpiritual comfort and joy 


in God; which becometh the upright Plal, 33. x; 
(as the P/almiſft ſaith) and which we 97: "= 


are ſo often enjoined perpetually to 
maintain, as in all caſes, ſo particu- 
larly under affli&tions and trials. We 
cannot indeed hardly be content, if we 
are not chearfull : for it is hard to be 


altogether on the ſuffering and bea- . 


ring hand, without any pleaſure : the 


Phil. 4. 4» 


3. I. . 
2 Cor. 13.11. 
1 Pet..4» I Zo } 


mind can hardly ſtand in a poiſe, ſo 
as neither to ſorrow or joy : we can- 


not digeſt adverſity, if we do not re- 
liſh it ; we ſhall not ſubmit to' it as 
his will, if we do not take it for an 
argument of his love : «3x2, 7 (faith 
S. Paul) have a liking or pleaſure in 
znfirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, 
in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's 
fake ; for when I am weak then T am 
Strong. | | 


2 Cor. 12.195 


i 4. We 
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4. We ſhould with faith and hope 


rely and wait on God for the remo- 


val, or eaſement of our afflictions ; 


or however we ſhould confide in him 
for grace, and ſtrength to ſupport them 
well: as our Saviour did, when he 
Luk. 22.42. prayed, Father, if thou be willing re- 
move this Cup; as they did in the 


Tha. 26.8, Prophet, who ſaid, In the way of thy 


33-2 judgments, O Lord, we have waited on 


thee ; according to that rule in the 


_ Lam: 3. 26. Lamentations ; - It is good that a man 
ſhould both hope, and wait quietly for 
the Salvation of the Lord; and thoſe 

Plal. 37.7 precepts in the Pſalms ; Reft in the 

Pla 40.1, £016, and wait forienty for him; 

33-20: 62-7. Wait upon the' Lord, be of good courage, 

5-4-4 yg. 1 and he al ſtrengthen thine heart. 

wn paalhs We ſhould in any caſe be ready 

| with the holy P/almiſt thus to inter- 

Pia, 42.2. ' rogate, and ſuſtain our ſelves : Why 
art thou caſt down, O my Soal, why art 
thou ſo diſquieted within me 2 Hope 

| thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
for the help of his countenance. 
Remembring, and conſidering, that 
(as we are expreſly' taught in Scrip- 
2Pet. 2.3. 7#7e, and as all our Religion doth 
1 Pet. 54 76 ckarly ſuppoſe) God knoweth to reſcue 


bw Y  — A— F—"Y — —_— Ate os _" 


the | 
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the Godly out of tribulation, (he know- 
eth the proper ſeaſon, when it is fit 
to doe it) that he 7s faithfull, and will 
not ſuffer us to be tempted above what 
we are able, but will with the tempta- 
tion alſo make a way to eſcape, that we 
may be able to bear zt ; reflecting, I 
fay, on theſe certain points of Chri- 
ſtian truth, we ſhould never /orrow 
as thoſe who are without hope; we 
ſhould never deſpair of a good rid- 
dance from our adverſity, when it 
{hall be ſeaſonable or beneficial for us ; 
we ſhould always be aſſured of a com- 
fortable ſupport under it, which is u- 
ſually better than deliverance from it ; 
our minds ſhould never fink 1nto de- 
ſpondeney, or diſconſolateneſs : that 
this is pra@ticable in the worſt caſe, 
we have conſpicuous inſtances to af- 
ſure us; it hath been the praQtice of 
molt illuſtrious and excellent perſons, 


particularly of the holy Apoſtles ; ne- 


ver was any condition, in outward 
reſpects and appearance, more forlorn 
and diſmall than was theirs; yet it 
no-wiſe bereaved them of hope, or 
courage; We (they could fay ) are 
" troubled on every fat, yet not diſtreſ= 


3 ſed ; 


2T 


Matt. 6. 25. 
I Cor. 10.13» 


I Theſſ 4.12; 


Ia. 40. 3Is 
MIC. 7. 7s 


2 Cor. 4. 8. 
I Cor. 4-11, 
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ſed ; we are perplexed but not in de- 
ſpair,. perſecuted but not forſaken, caſt 
| down bit not deſtroyed. © 

5. We ſhould indeed not ſo much 
as taint, or languiſh 1n our minds up- 
on any ſuch occaſion ; no adverſity 
ſhould impair the forces of our reaſon 
or our ſpirit ; ſhould enervate our cou- _ 

_ rage, or flacken our induſtry ; ſhould 

| render us fick, or weak in heart ; for, 
Prov. 24 10. f ( faith the Wiſe-man ) thou faint 
| in the day of adverſity, thy ſtrength is 
- oa 6. ſma//; (tis the f1gn of an infirm mind) 
> Theſf413. and uy exxgxdv, not to faultre or de- 
Gal.6.9 © Cay, ph rxAveIas, not to be diffolved 
Heb. 12: 3- or disjointed ## our ſouls (as the body 
is in ſcorbutick diſtempers) are rules 


— nun ani- preſcribed to us in ſuch cafes : we do 


mis uf then indeed need a firm and robuſt 
pedfore aj 
firmo. conſtitution of ſoul ; we ſhould then 
bear up moſt reſolutely and ſtoutly : 
the encouragement of Moſes to the 
people, entring upon battel, may well 
be accommodated to us, in regard to 
Deut, 20. 3- our conflict with adverſities ; Let not 
your hearts faint, fear not and do not 
tremble, neither be ye terrified be- 
cauſe of them. Eos 


6. We 


L : 1 p As 2 
4 F «. 2 FUG * 
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6. We ſhould not be weary of our 
condition, or have irkſome longings 
for alteration ; but with a quiet indit- 

ferency, and willingneſs of mind-lie 

under it, during God's pleaſure ; ac- 

cording to ' the Wiſe-mans advice ; ps 
My Son, deſpiſe not the: chaſtning of Prov. 3. 11; 
the Lord, neither be weary of his cor- 

reftion ; and that of the Apoſtle, en- 

forced by our Lord's example ; Confi- Heb. 12. 3; 
der him, that endured ſuch contradic- 

tion of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye 

be wearied, and faint in your minds. 

We. ſhould not think God ſlow, or 

his time long and. tedious, as if he 

were forgetfull of us, or backward to 

ſuccour us ; as the Pſalmiſt was incli- 

ned to doe, when in the day of trouble 

he brake forth into theſe conceits and 
expreſſions; Will the Lord caſt off for Plal.q7.7,19. 
ever, and will he be favourable no 

more ; Ts his mercy clean gone for ever, 

doth his promiſe fail for evermore ; 

Hath God forgotten to be grations ; 

hath he in anger ſhut up his tener 

merczes 2 thus he in a ſad mood was 

apt to think and ſpeak ; but recol- 

lefting himſelf he perceived: it was 

his errour, and confeſſed it was his 
C4 fauit 
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fault thus to imagine ; 7 ſaid, 7t was - 
mine infirmity ; and it will be ours 
likewiſe, if we entertain ſuch concep- 
tions and reſentments : we ſhould 
with the ſame mind endure our pre- 
ſent. ſtate, as we do paſs through a 
hard winter, or a time of foul wea- 
ther, taking it for ſeaſonable and fit, 
becauſe the wiſe Authour of nature 
hath ſo appointed and ordered it. 

7. We ſhould by adverſe accidents 
be rendred lowly in our own eyes, 
and ſober in our conceits of our ſelves; 
meek and gentle, tender and pliable 


1n our temper and frame of ſpirit ; 


ſenſible of our unworthineſs and mean- 
neſs, of our natural frailty, penury 
and miſery, of our actual offences and 
miſcarriages ; deeply affected in re- 
gard to the awfull majeſty and pow- 
er, to the perfe&t holineſs, and ſtrict 


juſtice of God : they ſhould quell our 


hapghty ſtomach, they ſhould ſupple 
our {tift wilfulneſs, they ſhould ſoften 


our hard hearts, they ſhould mitigate 


our peeviſh humours ; to effe& theſe 
things is uſually the deſign of ſuch 
accidents and it 1s ever the beſt fruit 


of them; this is that, which S. Peter 


advi- 
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adviſeth to, when he faith : Be hum- 2 Pet» 5: 6 
bled under the mighty hand of God ; 
which God approveth, and encoura- 
geth with a gratious promiſe, when 
he faith ; —Z7o this man will T7 look, Ea. 66. 2: 
even to him, that is of a poor and 
contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
word : this diſpoſition is an inſepara- 
ble adherent to contentedneſs ; he that 
hath not his ſpirit thus broken, or 
mollified, will hardly be content in 
any ſtate ; he that is haughty in con- 
ceit, and ſturdy in humour will eve- 
ry where find that, which will croſs, 
and diſturb him. 

8. It is required that we ſhould, 
notwithſtanding any meanneſs, any 
hardneſs of our condition, 
be meekly and kindly af- = rm — 
fected toward others, be- f;rvs in quinal camp 1. 
ing ſatisfied and pleaſed 9uz cnſlinas in mediis 
with their more proſpe- ys, am parvs ex fart 
rous ſtate, We ſhould not recreemur, tanquam & nos 
be angry with the world, pride mm —— > 
becauſe we do not thrive, 144. | 
or flouriſh in it ; we ſhould 
not be ſullen, or peeviſh toward any 
man, becauſe his fortune is better 
than ours; we ſhould not repine or 
hy grudge 
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grudge at the good ſucceſs of any 
our brethren, becauſe we want the 


Rom. 12.15. like our ſelves ; we ſhould rather re- 


joyce with thoſe that rejoyce ; inno- 
cently filching ſome pleaſure from 
them, or borrowing ſome fatisfaCtion 
from their enjoyments. It is humane 
thus to doe, becauſe of the natural 
cognation and friendſhip of men ; it is 
more' eſpecially Chriſtian, becauſe of 
our ſpiritual conſanguinity ; by vir- 
tue whereof we are ſo knit together, 


Rom. 12. 15. and made members each to other, that 
1 Cor. 12,26. if (as S. Paul telleth us ) one member 


ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it, 
and if one member be honoured, all the 
members ſhould rejoyce with it : we 
can hardly be content without thus 
appropriating the goods, and ſharing 
in the delights of others ; he can ne- 
ver be content, who looketh with an 
evil eye upon other mens proſperity ; 
he cannot doe well himſelf who loveth 
not to ſee his neighbour doe well ; 
numberleſs occaftons will. happen to 
diſcompoſle and vex him. 

Adverſity impatiently born is apt 
to ſour our ſpirits, and render us fro- 
ward toward men ; eſpecially when 
It 
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it -proceedeth from the unkindneſs , 
ingratitude; or treachery of friends, or 
of perſons obliged to us for our- good 
will, or for benefits done to them ; 
but nothing ſhould render us unkind- 
ly diſpoſed toward the world, nothing 
ſhould extinguiſh charity in - us to- 
ward any man ; ſo plain reafon teach- 

eth us, ſo great examples eniorce ; Mo- 
ſes did not loſe his affection towards 
his Countreymen, becauſe he was by 
one of them threatned away into ba- 
niſhment and vagrancy ; the Apoſtles 
became not diſaffected to the world , 

becauſe it miſuſed and perſecuted 
them ; our Lord did continue moſt 
carneſtly to deſire, and laboriouſly to 
endeavour the good of thoſe who moſt 
deſpitefully uſed him $; Like theirs, in 
all caſes, ſhould ofr diſpoſition be ; 
we- ſhould ever obſerve the P/almiſt's_ 


advice ; Ceaſe from anger , forſake pt. 37: 8. 


wrath, fret not thy ſelf in any wiſe to 
doe evil. 
Again, 

Contentedneſs doth imply a_ 
freedom from all. ſolicitude and anxi- 
ety of mind, in reference to proviſion 
for our needs and ——— 
lie 
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| life ; according to thoſe rules and pre- 
x Pet. 5.7. Cepts of caſting our burthen and care 
Pal. 37-5 wpox the Lord , of being careful for 
Phil. 4.6. mothing, but commending our affairs to 
God's ordering; according to that moſt 
Matt. 6.31. comfortable Precept of our Lord, Zake 
20 care, ſaying, what ſhall we eat , or 
what ſhall we drink, or how ſhall we be 
cloathed ; for your heavenly Father 
knoweth, that ye want all theſe things ; 
If we doe not thus, it is hardly 
poſſible that we ſhould be content ; if 
we do not depend on Providence, we 
cannot eſcape being often diſtracted 
with care, and perplexed with fear ; 
we cannot cheartully hope for any 
thing we need, nor be quietly ſecure 

of any thing we poſſeſs. 
Io. It requireth alſo that we ſhould 
curb our deſires, and confine them in 
the narroweſt bounds we can ; fo as 
*Hlzz m- not to afte&t more inquantity, or bet- 
Som ter in quality., than our nature and 
oi Fu nv Nate do require : if we muſt have ſu- 
71 Jour perfluities, if we can onely reliſh dain- 
Pic. ad Me- ?. 
poec. ties, we ſhall neyer be pleaſed ; for as 
Ventre nthil nature hath limits, and 45 content with 
wh Wo +: little ; as there is no ſtate in this world, 
5 the exigencjes whereof may not be 
anſwered 
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anſwered with a competence; fo cu- 
riofity is ah infinite, and infatiable 
thing: He that loveth pleaſure ſhall Prov. 21.17. 
be a poor man ; he that loveth wine 
and oil ſhall not be rich; that is, he 4i x7 o- 
which is curious andnice in his deſires, ar hw 
will never have enough : The rule , mneneitem 
which (according to St. Pax/ ) ſhould Alex.Pea- 
regulate our deſires, is this ; Zaving |'Tim. 6. 8. 
food and rayment, let us with them be _ 
ſatisfied: if this will fatisfie us,we may 5; ad natu- 
eaſily obtain fatisfaQtion; a moderate 74m wes 
induſtry, with God's bleſſing, will pro- y,ger; ad 
cure ſo much ; God hath promiſed to opinionem, | 
beſtow it ; if this will not ſuffice, there —_— : 
is no. ſure way of getting or keeping Sen. &p. 16. 
more ; As God is no-wiſe obliged to 
provide us ſuperfluites, or concerned 
| to relieve our extravagant longings; 
. ſo we may fear, that Providence will 
be ready to croſs us in our cares and 
endeavours tending to thoſe purpoſes ; 
ſo that we ſhall be diſappointed in the 
procurement, or diſturbed in the frui- 
tion of ſuch needleſs things: Howe- © (waxyi- 
ver he that is moſt ſcant in his defires, «»” Soweres, 
is likely tobe moſt content in his mind : 22%!" 
He (as Socrates ſaid ) neareſt the God's noph, Apunn. | 
(who need nothing ) that needeth few- 5 


eſt things. In 


v 
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In fine, contentedneſs doth i import , 
that whatever our condition is, our . 
mind and affections ſhould be model- 
led, and ſquared juſt according to it; 
ſo that our inclinations be complyant, 
our defires be congruous thereto, fo 
bhat eaſily we can comport with the 


| INCONVEnIencies, can rejith the com- 


forts 5, can ,improve . the . advantages 
ſticking thereto ; otherwiſe like an 
ill-made Garment, it will fit unhand- 
ſomely upon us, and be troubleſome 
to us... It 15 not uſually our condition 
it ſelf, but the unſutableneſs : thereof 
to.our diſpoſition and deſires {which 
ſowreth all its ſweets,. and rendreth 
its advantages fruitleſs ) that createth 
diſcontent ; for (although it be very 
mean) others bear the ſame cheartul- 
ly ; many would be glad thereof ;. if 
therefore we wall be content, we muſt 
bend-our inclinations, and adapt our 
deſires to a correſpondence with our 
—_ -; 

If weare rich, we ſhould get a large 
and bountifull heart , otherwiſe our 
wealth will hang looſe about us; the 
care and trouble in keeping it, the ſuf 
picion . and tear of loſing it, the + anjine | 

oe - 
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of amplifying it, the unwillingneſs to 
ſpend or uſe it, will bereave us of all 
true fatisfation therein, and render 


it no leſs -unſavoury to us, than unpro- 


fitable to others. 
If -we are poor, we ſhould have a 
frugal, provident, induſtrious mind , 


ſparing in deſires, free from curioſity , . 


willing to take pains, able. ts-digeſt 
bardſhips, otherwiſe the ſtraitnefs of 
our condition will pinch and gall us. 
Are we high in dignity or reputa- 
tion? we: then need a mind well bal- 
laſted with ſober thoughts, otherwiſe 
the wind of vanity will drive us into 
abſurd behaviours, thence will daſh us 
upon diſappointments, and conſe- 
quently will plunge us into vexation 
and diſcontent. | 
Are we mean and low ? we need a 
meek and lowly , a calm and ſteady 
ſpirit ; not affecting little reſpects, or 
reſenting the want of them ; apt to 
paſs over or to bear quietly petty at- 
fronts and neglects ; not apt to be mo- 
ved by words ſignifying centempt or 
diſdain; elſe (being fretted with ſuch 
things, which in this ill-naturd and 
hard-hearted World we may be ae 
FE” | often 
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oftert to meet with) we ſhall be un- 
eaſie in our minds, and impatiently 
with a change of our ſtate. | 
Theſe, and the like diſpoſitions and 
affeftions of ſoul this duty contain- 
eth, or requireth : from hence ſhould 
_ ariſe a correſpondent external demea- 
nour, and ſuch actions as theſe which 
follow. 

I. We ſhould reſtrain our Tongues 
from all unſeemly and unfavoury ex- 
preſſions , implying diſlatisfaftion in 
God's proceedings, or diſpleaſure at 
his Providence; arguing deſperation 
or diſtruſt in God; ſuch as were rhoſe 
of the diſcontented and impatient //- 

Plal. 78. 19. rae/ttes ; They ( faith the Pſalmiſt, 
Num. 21- 5* {pake againſt God; they ſaid, Can God 
furniſh a table in the wilderneſs ? be- 
hold he ſmote the rock that the waters 
guſhed out, and the ſtreams overflowed; 
can he give bread alſo, can he provide 
fleſh for his people? Such as they uſed, 
Ie. 3.21. Of whom the Prophet faith—When 
ner. 15-9» they ſhall be hungry , they will fret 
2% themſelves, and curſe their King and 
their God; as thoſe in the Apocalypſe, 
who being afflicted with deſerved 
judgments, did. blaſpheme the name 


I 
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of God , which had power ovugy. thoſe 
plagues —— blaſphemed the God of 
heaven becauſe of their pains and their 
ſores. Into ſuch profane enormities 
of language is diſcontent apt to break 
forth, queſtioning the power of God, | 
or his willingneſs to fuccour us; vent- _—_ 
ing wrath and diſpleaſure towardhims 
charging him fooliſhly with injuſtice, 
or . with unkindneſs , or*with negli- 
gence, or with impotency ; the ab- 
ſtaining from which behaviour, under 
the ſenſe of his bitter calamities, 'is a | 
great commendation of Fob; 1x af Jobs 1.22. 
this (tis faid ) Fob finned not, nei- Os ious 
ther charged God fooliſhly. mw | 

'2. We ſhould indeed forbear any »,,v 5, . 
the leaſt complaint, or murmuring, in ys iS» i- 
regard to the diſpenſations of Provi- — 
dence; or upon diſftisfacion in the oa. *. .. 
ſtate allotted us: St. Fude faith, that Jud. 15, 16+ 
God in the laſt day w1/ come, 7o exe- 
cute judgment, and to convince men f | 
all their hard _o_—_ which ungodly 
fimners have ſpoken againſt him : theſe 
( ſubjoineth he) are yoyſusa: were 

Mien , murmurers,. that complain 
their lot ; which' fignifieth the her- 
nouſneſls and extreme A mu" 
D O 
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Lam. 3. 33. of this praCtice. . Wherefore doth the 
living man complain : > is the Prophet's 
queſtion, implying it to be an unrea- 
ſonable and blamcable praQice. gage 
fore the advice of David is good, ; 

preſs all complaint, to be {jll be 
Pal. 46. 10. Tilent in ſuch caſes: Be ftif ( faith 
+437-7- he)..aud teow.that Tam God, and Be 
ſilent to the Lord; ;the which Precepts 
'- his pratice-may ſeem well to inter- 

Plal. 39. 9. Dit ang back 4 was, Jay wa he, dumb, 
Pe ed not my mouth , ecauſe it was 
igendag . => King and accordingly Job, Be- 
ks $44 $eld-( ſaid he, after having conſidered | 
+ inet yr F. al. the. realons he could imagine of 
Job 40.4.” * God's proceedings) I am vile, what 
' © ſtall L..anſwer thee? I will lay my hand 

upon, my mouth. And thus our Savz- 

If. 53.9, our, when he was oppreſſed and afflitt- 

*"*" o opened ot his mouth. 

| . F- Yea it. is our duty, in theſe caſes, 
A! Es 73 2:9 £0 {pend our breath in decharing our 
mir i= ſatisfaction .in God's dealing with us; 
hw = acknowledging his wiſedom , juſtice 
emnizuy «and goodneſs . therein ; bleſſing and 
5 m0 49! praiſing him for all that hath: befallen 
»o. ChryC, -US.3 each of us confeſling after. Da- 
qX _ wid ; 1 kuow, O Lord, that thy judg- 


PL vx 9.95, WENES are right, awd that thou in 7s Faith. 


falneſs 
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fulneſs haſt afflicted me; imitating Fob, 
who upon the loſs of all his goods did 


35 


ſay no more than this; The Lord gave, Job r. 21; 
and the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed 


be the name of the Lord. 

4. We ſhould abſtain from all irre- 
gular, unlawtull and unworthy cour- 
tes toward the removal or remedy of 
our needs, or croſſes , chuſing rather. 
to abide quietly under their preſſure , 
than by any unwarrantable means to 
relieve, or relaxe our ſelves; rather 
bearing patiently, than violently, ike 
thoſe in the Prophet, breaking our yoke, 
and burſting our bands. Take heed,re- 
gard not iniquity'; for this haſt thon 
choſen rather than affiiftion. We ſhould 
rather continue poor, than by couze- 
nage, of rapine endeavour to raiſe our 
fortune; we ſhould rather lie undet 
diſgrace and cantempt, than by finfull 
or fordid compliances frive to acquire 
the reſpect and favour of Men; we 
ſhould rather willingly reſt in the 
loweſt condition, than doe as thoſe ; 
who by difturbing the world, by fo- 
menting difordersand factions, by ſup- 
planting their nexghbours welfare, by 
venting ſlanders and  detraQtions, do 
| D 2 labour 


Jer. & 8s 
Job 29, 272 
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labour to amplifie their. eſtate: we 
ſhould rather endure any inconveni- 
ence or diſtreſs, than have recourſe to 
ways of. evading them, diſallowed by 
God; doing as the Fews did, who in 
their ſtraits, againſt the declared 

Jer. 42. 15. pleaſure of God, ſet ther faces toward 
Ay > oP gy pt, /trengthned themſelves in the 
6. 31.1 Sirengthof Pharaoh, truſted in the ſtaff 
Ezck. 17-15» of that broken reed. In neglect or dit- 
fidence toward God, to embrace ſuch 
aids, is ( as God in the Prophet decla- 
reth ) a very blameable and miſchie- 
vous folly : Ephraime(. faith he) zs 
like a fily dove without heart ; they 
call to png they go 70 Aſſyria— 
Hoſ. 9. 11, Woe unto them, for they have fled from 

13. me ; deſtruftion unto them, becauſe they 
have tranſgreſſed againſt me. We may 
conſider how St. Pax/ reproveth the 
Corinthians for ſeeking a. redreſs of 
wrong, ſranddfbus and diſhonqurabſe 

x Cor. 6.7. to the Church: Now therefore zt zs 
utterly a fault among you, that ye go- 
to law one with another ; Why do ye 
ot rather take wrong ; why do ye not 
rather ſuffer your ſelves to be defrau- 
ded 2 even to right our felves in a 
way , whereby any diſhonour may 

COINCE 
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come to God, or damage to his Church 


is not to be approved ; and better it 


is in the Apoſt/e's judgment, to bear 


any injury or damage our ſelves: Bet- 


ter it 2s ( faith St. Peter ) if the will r Pet. 17. 
of God be ſo, that W ſuffer for well- # "9 
doing, than to doe ill, And, Let them, , 


who ſuffer according to the will of God, 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to 
him in well-doing , as unto a faithful 
Creatour ; 1s, another wholſome ad- 
vice of that great Apoſtle. 

5. We ſhould, notwithſtanding any 
adverſity, proceed in our affairs (ſuch 
as God requireth, or reaſon putteth us 
upon ) with alacrity, courage and in- 
duſtry ; performing however, ſo far 
as our circumſtances do permit, what 
is good and fit for us: No difappoint- 
ment or croſs, no ſtraits or- grievan- 
ces of condition ſhould render us liſt- 
leſs, or lazy ; but rather it ſhould 
quicken and inflame our activity ; this 
being a good way to divert us from 
the ſenſe of our misfortunes, and to 
comfort us under their preſſure ; as al- 
ſo the readieſt way to remove or to a- 
bate them, 7 Traew © R9a, 70 
order the preſent well, what ever it 

| D3 be 
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Keedzr7::2 be; to make the beſt of a bad matier, 
> hn "W to march torward whither reaſon calls 
Ant. 4. 25.5. { how difficultly ſoever, or ſlowly it 
T be ) in a rough or dirty way; not ta 
Ta ap3s &- yield to difficulties, LP _ to 
Tw3u encounter then to {tru luſtily 
por babate with them, to endeavour with all our 
ewlw, 14.12. Might to ſurmount them ; are atts 
tries. worthy of a manly reaſon and COU- 
bis, jed contra TAgE ; tO direct 1] accidents to good 
audentior i 72. ends, and improve them to honeit u- 

| ſes, is the work of a noble vertue. If 
2 bad game be dealr us, we ſhould 

not preſently throw up, bur play it 

out {o well as we can; ſo perhaps we 

may ſave ſomewhat, we ſhall at leaſt 

be bake cill a better come. Pat thy 

Plal. 37.3 Zruſt in the Lord, and be doing goed, 
AR... Pfalmiſt's advice in fachs a caſe; 
and it is a practice neceſlary to the 
procuring and maintaining content ; 

It we be not otherwiſe well employ- 
ed, we ſhall be apt, in our thoughts , 

to melancholize, and dote upon our 
miſchances, the ſenſe cf them will faf- 

ten upon our ſpirits, and gnaw our 

hearts. | 

6. We ſhould behave our ſelves 

lawly and kindly toward the inftru- 
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ments and abetfors of our adverſity ; 
toward thoſe who brought us into-it , 
and thoſe who detain us under it, by 
keeping off relief, and thoſe who for- 
bear to afford the ſuccour we might 
expect ; forbearing' to expreſs any 


wrath or diſpleaſure, to exerciſe any 
revenge or enmity toward them ; but 


rather, even upon that ſcore, bearing 
good will, and expreſſing kindneſs to- 
ward them ; not onely as to our bre- 
thren, whom, accotding to the gene- 
ral Law of Charity, we are bound: to 
love, bur as to the ſervants of God in 
this particular caſe, and the inſtra- 
ments of his pleaſure toward us; con- 
ſidering, that by maligning or molef- 
ting them, we do expreſs ill reſent- 
ments of God's dealing with us, and, 
in effect, through their fides, do wound 
his Providenee ; thus did the good 
King behave himſelf toward Shimez, 
'when he was bitterly reproached and 
curfed by him; not ſuffering ( upon 
this accompt', becauſe he: was God's 


inſtrument of affliting himſelf ) that 2 Sam. 15. 7. 


any harm ſhould be done unto him ; 


thus the holy Apoſtles being reviled i cor. 4. 12. 


did bleſs, being defamed did entreat ; 
D 4 thus 
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| thus our Lord demeaned himſelf to- 
ward his ſpitefull adverſaries; who, 
- "x * 23 when he'was reviled, did not revile a- 
gain; when he ſuffered, did not threa- 

ten, but committed it to him that judg- 

eth righteouſly. . In all theſe caſes we 

ſhould at leaſt obſerve the rules and 
pror- 24-25: advices of the Wiſe-man ; Say not , 7 
_—_ will doe fo to him as he hath done to 
me, I will render to the man according 

to his work ; Say thou not [will re- 

compence evil; but wait ou the Lord, 

and he ſhall ſave thee. : 

3 Diſcontent uſually conſiſteth not 
| ſo much in diſpleaſure for the things 
we ſuffer, as at the perſons who bring - 
them on us, or who do not help to rid 
"+ us from them; it is their preſumed 
| injury or diſcourteſie which we do 
fret at ; ſuch paſſions therefore toward 

men being diſcarded, our evils preſent- 
ly will become ſupportable, and con- 
tent eaſily will enſue. As men 1n 
any ſickneſs or pain , if their friends 

are about them ( affording comfort 

or aſſiſtence)) do not ſeem to feel any 
thing, and forbear complaining ; ſo if 
the world about us doth pleaſe us, if 

we bear no diſaffecion 'or grudge a 

war 
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deed commonly be ſcarce ſenſible to 
Us. P ; 


In theſe and ſuch like aQts, the duty 


andyertue of contentedneſs doth eſpe- 
cially reſide or it is employed and 
exerciſed. by them: And ſo much may 
ſuffice for the explication of its nature: 
I come now tocon(ider the way of at- 
taining it, intimated by St. Paul here, 
when he faith, 7 have learned. 


3114! 
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ward any perſon in view, our adverſi- : 
ty will appear leſs grievous, it will in- 
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The Second Sermon. 


PHIL. IV. 12. 
7 have learned , &c. 


T: ESE words ſignifie how 
| contentedneſs may be attain- 
- ed, or how it is produced: 
It 1s not an endowment innate to us; 
it doth not arrive by chance into us-; 
it is not to be purchaſed by any price; 
it ſpringeth not up of it ſelf, nor ari- 
ſeth from the quality of any ſtate; 
but it is a product of diſcipline ; T7 
have learned. 
It is a queſtion debated in Plato, 
& NNexrov 1 Z2eTh , whether wertue be 
_ #0 be learned: 'St. Paul plainly reſol- 
veth it in this caſe by his own expe- 
rience, 
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rienceand teſtimony.W hat Seneca faith 

in general of vertue (Nature giveth not Non dat natis 
| . . ra uirtutrem 

wertue ; it is an art to become good) ,,, oft bynum 

1s moſt true of this vertue ; it 1s an art, fieri. Sen. Eps 

with which we are not born, no more — ak 

than with any other art or ſcience ; /i quoſtan: 

the which, as other arts, cannot be ac- 772 xn 
, X wy => .tura ſumit,ta- 

quired without ſtudious application of men perficien- 

mind , and induſtrious exerciſe : No 44 «ori 
. : eft. Quinul. 

art indeed requirerh more hard ſtudy ;, 2. 

and pain toward the acquiry of it, 

there being ſo many difficulties, ſo 

many obſtacles in the way thereto: 

We have no great capacity , no to- 

wardly diſpoſition to learn it ; We 

muſt, in doing it, deny our carnal 

ſenſe, we muſt ſettle our wild fancy, 

and ſuppreſs fond conceits; we mult - 

bend our ſtiff and ſtubborn inclinati- 

ons; we muſt repreſs and reitrain 

wanton defires ; we muſt ajlay and 

ſtill tumultuous paſſions ; we. muſt 

croſs our humour, and-curb our tem- 

per ; which to doe is a hard chapter 

to learn : Much confideration, much 

praftice , much contention and dilt- 

gence are required thereto. 

Hence it is an art which we may 

obſeryc few do much {ſtudy ; and -. 

MET T yH 4 1:05"; Tn "ahi 
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| the ſtudents therein few are great pro- 


ficients ; ſo. that Qui fit, Mecenas 2 
Eoraces queſtion , How comes it to 
paſs,” that 'no body Irveth content with 
the lot aſſigned by God 2 wanted not 
ſufficient ground. 

However it is not like the Quadra- 
ture of the circle, or the Philoſophers 
Stone, an art impoſſible to be learned, 
and Which will baffle all ſtudy : there 
are examples which ſhew it to be ob- 
tainable; there are rules and precepts, 
by obſerving which we may arrive 
to it. 

- And it is certainly a moſt excellent 
piece of learning ; moſt deſerving our 
earneſt ſtudy : no other ſcience will 
yield ſo great fſatisfa&tion, or good uſe ; 
a other ſciences, in compariſon there- 
to, are dry and fruitleſs curioſities; for 


were we Maſters of all other know- 


ledge, yet wanted the skill of being 
content, we ſhould not be wiſe or 
happy ; happineſs and diſcontent are 
a0v5ele ( things incompatible. ) 

But how ' then may this skill be 
learned ? I anſwer , chiefly ( divine 


- grace concurring ) by : theſe three 


ways. 1. By underſtanding the rules 
and 
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and precepts , wherein the pragtice - 


thereof conſiſteth. 2. By diligent 
exerciſe, or application of thoſe rules 
to praCtice ; whereby the habit will 


be produced. 3. By.ſeriouſly, conſt- 


dering,and impreſſing upon our, minds 
thoſe rational inducements ( ſuggeſt- 
ed by the nature and reaſon of things) 
which are apt to perſuade the practice 
thereof. The firſ# way I have alrea- 
dy endeavoured to declare; the ſecond 


wholly dependeth upon the will and 


endeavour of the learner ; the zhird,I 
ſhall now inſiſt upon, propounding 
ſome rational conſiderations, apt (b 

God's help ) to perſuade contented- 


neſs, and ſerving to cure the malady 


of diſcontent. They may be drawn 
from ſeveral heads; from God, from 
our ſelves, from our particular condi- 
tion or ſtate; from the world, or ge- 
neral ſtate of men here; from the par- 


ticular ſtate of other men in compari- 


ſon to ours; from the nature and con- 
ſequences of the duty it ſelf; Every 
thing about.us well examined and pon- 
dered, will miniſter, ſomewhat indu- 
cing and aſliſting thereto. 


I. In 


i 


46 


x Sam. 3. 18» 


Matt. 20. 18. 
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1, Tn regard to God we may cond- 
der, that equity doth exa&t, and grati- 


tude requireth, and all reaſon dicta- 
teth, ;that.. we. ſhould be content ; or 


that i in being diſcontented we behave 


our ſelves very unbeſcemingly and }- 
unworthily, are very unjuſt, very in- 
grateful! , and vp fooliſh toward 
him. 

F; Equity c @oth exact this duty of 
us, and in performing it we act 
juſtly toward God, both adinitting his 
due right, and acknowledging his good 
exerciſe thereof: That ſaying in. the 
Goſpel, 1s it not lawfull for me to doe 
what I wil with mine own ? 1s a moſt 
evident maxime of equity ; it is 
therefore the natural right, and pre- 
rogative of God (as the Creatour and 
Preſerver, and conſequently the ab- 
ſolute Lord, Owner and Governour 
of all things ) to aſſign his ſation, ' 
and allot-his portion to every perſon , 
as he judgeth good and convenient ; 
t- is moſt juit that jnviolably he 
ſhould enjoy ,this right; He being al- 
ſo infinitely wiſe and good, it is like- 
wiſe moſt juſt to acknowledge that 
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he. doth perfeAtly well manage this 
right; Now by contentfall ſubguſſion 
to God's diſpoſal of things, we do wor- 
thily expreſs our due regard to both 
theſe, avowing his right, and appro- 
ving. his exerciſe thereof; but by dif- 
content and regret at what happens 
eth, we do in effe& injure God in 
both thoſe reſpe&s , diſavowing his 
right, and impeaching . his manage» 
ment. We do thereby ſo renounce 
his right, as ( ſo far as conceit and 
wiſh do reach ) to invade it, and u- 
ſurp it to our ſelves ; ſignifying, that 
in our opinion things ought not to be 
ordered according to his judgment and 
pleaſure, but after our fancy and hw 


mour ; we claim to our felves the pri- 


vilege. of controlling his eſtate , and 
diſpenſing his goods, fo as to be our 
own carvers , and to aſſume 'to our 
ſelves fo much as we think good; we 
imply, that, if we were able, we would 
extort the power out of his hands, and 
manage it our ſelves, modelling the 
world according to our conceits and 
defires, Ae 

We doalfo { ſince we cannot but 
perceive the other attempt of difpol- 


ſeſſing 
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: p 
s 


AMaltes invent fefffing God to be frivolous and fruit- 
5 anus 415” leſs) in effe&t charge God with miſ- 
F\ © adverſus Deor demeanor, with iniquity or infirmi- 
j oY ty in his diſtribution'and diſpoſal of 
.** thiogs; intimating, that in our opini- 
an he doth not order them ſo juſtly, 
or ſo wiſely as might be ( not fo well 
.as We in our wiſedom and juſtice 
ſhould order them ) for did we con- 
ceive them managed for the beſt, we 
.coald not but judge it moſt unreaſo- 
nable to be aggrieved, or to complain : 
ſa heinouſly inſolent, and unjuſt are 
we in being diſcontent. In earneſt, 
Which is moſt equal, that God ſhould 
have his will, or we? For ſhame we 
ſhall. ay God :*Why then do we not 
contentedly let him have it 2 
'Tis indeed, if we conſider it, the 
higheſt piece of injuſtice that we can 
be guilty of; exceeding that which we 
commir in any other ſort of diſobedi- 
ence. For as in any State Seditious 
Mucining is the greateſt crime, as moſt 
direalyviolating the Majefty,and ſub- 
verting the authority of the Prince ; ſo 
in the World, none may: be wn. ag 
more to offend and wrong its Sove- 
reign Governour, than ſuch malecott- 
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tents, who diſfike and blame his pro- | 
ceedings: Even a Heathencould teach TWw %ng 
us, that it is our duty to ſubjeft our v1*ulu vas 
mind to him that adminiſtreth all,,z,. w_ c 
things, as good Citizens to the Law of >a, 
the Commonwealth ; if we do not we * _ A 
are rebellious atd ſeditious, which is ,4u5 75s 6 
the higheſt pitch of injuſtice toward 245 Arr. r: 
our moſt Gratious Sovereign. ; 

Again, there can be no greater in- 
Jury, or affront offered to God, than 
to give him the lie, by queſtioning his t Joh. 5. to? 
veracity or fidelity ; this diſcontent 
plainly doth involve : for God hath 
expreſly declared himſelf ready upott 
all occaſions to doe us good ; he hath 
promiſed to care. for us, and never to Matt. 6. 25; 
forſake us, or leave us deſtitute; which - EA 
word of his if we did not diſtruſt, and © 
fake him to be unfaithfull, we could 
not be diſcontent: As no man 1s dif- 
pleaſed with. his condition, or ſuſpici- 
ous of want, who knoweth that he 
hath abundant ſupply of all he can 
need in a ſure place; that he hath a 
perſon moſt able, moſt willing, moſt 
faithfull engaged to fuccour him ; fo 
did we believe God to be true , who 
hath promiſed to = us, we could 

| |  notk 


| of Contentment. - Serm. IL 


not be diſcontented for fear of any 
want. 
: We mult at leaſt, in ſo doing, ſuſ- 
pet God to be deficient in goodneſs 
 » toward us, or unwilling to help us; or 
we muſt apprehen®him impotent , 
and unable to perform what he would, 
---and what he hath promiſed, for us 
{ like thoſe Infidels, who faid , Car 
Pal. 78.19. God furniſh a table in the wilderneſs : Y 
 . Can he give bread alſo, can he provide 
fleſh for his peaple > ) which conceits 
of God are. alſo very unworthy, and 
injurious to him. 
._ 2. Gratitude requireth of us this 
. duty : for we having no right, or title 
to any thing ; all that we have com- 
ing from God's pure bounty ; he ha- 
ving upon us-all, ( whatever, our con- 
dition comparatively is, or may ſeem 
Tniquus eſt qui_TO us ) freely conferred -Many great 
mureris jv benefits, common to all. men among 
arbitrium dane 
7; non relin= Us (our being, life, reaſon, ca acity 
quit, avidss of eternal happineſs, manifold piritu- 
qu nn («7 al bleſſings, incomparably. pretious 
quod accepit, and excellent) we.in all reaſon ſhould 
#7544; be thankfull for theſe, without cra- 
&c. Sen. ad VINg MOre, Or .complaini "gp for the 
c 


Polyb. 29. .want of other things Whereas = 
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all events ( how croſs foever to our 


ſenſual conceits, or appetites ) are by - 


God deſigned, and diſpenſed for our 
gaod, gratitude requireth, that we 
ſhould thank God for them, and not 
murmur againſt them. | 

- Surely if inſtead of rendring God 
thanks for all the excellent gifts,which 
he- moſt liberally ( without any pre- 
vious obligation to us, or deſert of 
ours ) hath beſtowed on us, and con- 
tinueth to beſtow, we fret, and quar- 
rel, that he doth not in ſmaller mat- 
ters ſeem to cocker us,weare extreme- 
ly ingratefull, .and diſingenuous to- 
ward him: If any great perſon here 
ſhould freely beſtow on us giftsof huge 
value ( high preferment, or much 
wealth) but with good reaſon, as we 


might preſume, ſhould withhold from 


us ſome trifle, that we fanſie or dote 


on , ſhould we not be very unwor- 


thy, if we ſhould take it ill, and be 
angry. with him for that cauſe 2 The 
caſe is plainly the ſame; God hath in 
the frankeſt manner beſtowed on us 
innumerable and |ineſtimable goods , 


in comparifon whereto any-comfort 


or convenience of our ſtate 'here {15 
| E 2 very 


ST 


— 
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very trivial and deſpicable; Are we 
not therefore very ingratelull, if we 
heinouſly reſent the want of any ſuch 
things; if upon any ſuch accompt we 
diſguſt his Providence? Do we not 
deal , beyond all expreſſion, 'unwor- 
thily with God, in ſo much underva- 
luing the goods which he- hath given 
us, or doth offer us, and hath put in 
our reach ? He hath made us capable 
of the greateſt goods imaginable, and 
faithfully upon eaſie terms proffereth 
them to us; he even tendereth him- 
ſelf ( himſelf, the immenſe and . all- 
comprehending good, the fountain of 
all joy and bite? to be fully enjoyed 
by us; his wiſedom he offereth to in- 
ſtruct and guide us, his power to pro- 
tet and guard us, his fullneſs to ſup- 
ply us, his goodneſs to comfort us ; he 
oftereth his love and favour to us, in 
having which we virtually, and in ef- 
fe have all things ; becoming there- 


by, in the higheſt degree, rich and ho- 
' nourable and happy ; And is it not 


then outrageous unworthineſs to prize 
any other thing ( any petty accom- 


| modation of this tranſitory life, any 
pitifull toy here ) ſo much, as to be 


diſpleaſed 
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diſpleaſed for the want thereof ; as if 
all this were not enough to fatisfie 
our needs, or fatiate our deſires ; as 
if notwithſtanding all theſe immenſe 
effuſions ( yea as it were profuſions ) 
of bounty upon us, we could be indi- 
gent 'or unhappy ? Shal we (to uſe 
that holy and moſt ingenuous conſi- 
deration of Fob) receive ſo much good Job 2. xo, 
from the bountifull hand of God, and 
ſhall we not contentedly receive, or bear 
fo ſmall evils from him 2 Evils indeed 
in name, and to groſs ſenſe, but not 
ſo in reality, not ſo in effeR, at leaſt 
not ſo in God's deſign ; but rather E929e5s _ 
things very convenient and profitable ,,,,"* 7 * 
for us; which is another aggravation 5» dy9ps- 
of our ingratitude ; for mp—_—_ 

Are we not alſo yery ingratefull in eng bee, 
miſapprehending, and diſliking that , #19 Phiegr- 
which God doeth out of very gratious yous Diſſe. 
intentions toward us ; in loathing his Na Ep 55. 
fatherly and friendly diſpenſations ; br 
the fatherly chaſtiſements and friend- & tz», *- 
ly diſciplines, which he unwillingly 7? 7 7# 
is forced (is I ſay forced by his own Hg9440, 
great love, and by our preſſing needs) view, 4 
to inflict or impoſe upon us ? Surely yy. 4 
our ill opinion of, or deſpiſing ( as the Ep. 53: 

bbs, E 3 Wiſes Prov. 3: Ihs 
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W:ſe-man calleth it ) theſe unpleaſant 
bleffings is- no ſmall fault ; Neither 
wilt our not diſcerning {out of affec- 
ted dulneſs, and ſtupid pravity not diſ- 
cerning-) the wifedom of God's me- 
thods , and the wholſomeneſs -of the 
means he uſeth to better us, excuſe us 
from foul ingratitude. 
Ever 3+ Again, upon many accompts , 
es 74 2 reaſon farther ditateth in reſpe& to 
B5 31a, GO0d, that we ſhould be content : be- 
y 7 PG Sg 5 : Li 
os 7% 9s cauſe it 1s moſt reaſonable to acqui- 
23mm £9 efce in God's choice of our ſtate, he 
>=% ic. Xe being infinitely more wiſe than we , 
noph.&e Socr* and infinitely better underſtanding 
what is good for us than we can do : 
becauſe he is well affe&ted to ub, and 
444 ot 3. More truely loveth us than we.do-our 
Is hos -— ſelves ; beef he hath a juſt right , 
fibt, and irreſiſtible power to diſpoſe of us, 
the which( whatever we can doe, how- 
ever we reſent it )- he will effe&tually 
make uſe of, whence it is extremely 
fooliſh'to be diſcontent : fooliſh it is to 
be diffatisfted with the reſults of his 
wifedom, adhering to our vam appre- 
Henſtons ; fookſh to diſtruſt his good- 
neſs in compliance with'our fond felf- 
love ; tooliſh to conteſt his unqueſti- 
Fw ___ onable 
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| onable right and uncontrollable power, 

having nothing but mere 'impotency 

to oppoſe againſt them; no leſs than 
downright madneſs it is to fret and '£,4,,; a; 
fume at that which we can no-wiſe ns, 47: «#, 
help, to bark at that which lodgeth in pjjjeu*” 
heaven fo far high above us, to ſolicite 

deaf neceſſity with our ineffetual 

wailings ; for if we think, that our dif- 

pleaſure will affect God, that our com- 

plaints will incline him to alter our 
condition, or comply with our wiſhes, 

we do conceit vainly, and without any 

ground; ſooner may we, by our ima- 

gination, ſtop the tides 'of the Sea,”or 

turn the ſtreams of Rivers backward ; 

ſooner, by our cries, may we ſtay the *O» 4p ns 
Sun, and change all the courſes of the ®##5s Tha 
Stars; than by our paſſionate reſent- Janes is 
ments or moanfull clamours we can 2 «- 
| check the current of affairs, or alter 

that ſtate of things, which is þy God's 
high decree eſtabliſhed : difcontented 
behaviour will rather faſten our con- 
dition,or remove it into a worſe place; 7”, = mm 
as it highly doth offend God, and en- 543m ws 


> 


creaſeth our guilt, ſo” it moveth God «dx- Eurip: 
to continye, and to augment our evils. 
Thus Ui ont GE io heaven-and 

h 2 cf 20 To. S>- E'4" "\ ; 
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conſidering the reference our diſpoſi- 
tion and demeanour hath to God, will 
induce us to bear our caſe contented- 


Jy. 
II. Again , Reflefting upon our 


Lam: 3 39+ ſelves, we- may obſerve much reaſon 


to be content with our ſtate; in what- 
ever capacity we look upon our ſelves , 
it in reaſon. becometh us, we in duty 
are obliged to be 1o. 
As men and creatures we naturally 
are indigent-and impotent ; we have 
no. juſt claim to any thing, nor any 
poſſeſſion maintainable by our power ; 
all that we haye,-or can have, cometh 
from moſt pure courteſic and bounty ; 
wherefore how little ſoever is: allow- 
ed us, we.haye no wrong done us, nor 
can-we juſtly. complain thereat: Such 
beggars as we are- muſt not pretend 
to be chuſers ; if any thing be given 
us we may beglad, we ſhould be thank- 
full. .. It is for thoſe who have a right, 
and a power to maintain it, to reſent 
d expoſtulate, if their due be with- 
held, but for. us that never had any 


& 


ras Ska we could call our own ; 
th 


ve no Power to get or keep any 


- 
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thing, for us that came into the world 
naked and defenſeleſs, that live here in 
continual, abſolute and arbitrary de- 
pendance for all our livelihood and 
ſubſiſtence, to conteſt with him that 
maintaineth ys, or to complain of his 
dealing , is ridiculouſſy abſurd 'and 

Upon a moral accompt we have 
leſs reaſon to challenge ought, or to 
complain of any thing; for we de- 
ſerve nothing but evil : If we rightly 
eſteem and value our ſelves, any thing 
will ſeem good enough for us, any con- 
dition wilt appear better than we de- 
ſerve :: duly examining the imperfeCti- 
ons and infirmities of our nature, the 
diforder and: depravedneſs of our 
hearts, the demeanours and enormi- 
tiesof our lives, we cannot but appre- 
hend,that we are even unworthy of the 


crumbs which falſ from our maſters ta- Mat. xg. 17. 


ble; we cannot but acknowledge with 
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the good Patriarch, that we are /e/5 Gy, 42. 10, 


than the leaſt of God's mercies. Con- 
ſidering our natural unworthineſs, we 
ſhall ſee that we deſerve not ſo much 
35 thoſe common benefits which all 


men enjoy, and without which /we 


cannog 
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cannot ſubſiſt ; ſo that in regard to 
them we ſhall be ready to acknow- 
ledge with the P/almiſt ; Lord what is 
Plal. 44. 3- 799477 that thou takeſt tnowledge of him, 
Job 7. 27- or the Son AN man, that thou rel ac- 


— v4 & © 


we are not —_ ror of all pood 
things, ſtript of all comforts, yea diſ- 
oſRtled of our very being and life it 
ſelf; that we are obliged to acknow- 
ledge with thoſe in the Lamentations, 

Lam. 3. 22+ #t Is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſons 

fail uot. Were we far better than we 

are , yet it would not become us to 

conteſt with him , to whoſe diſpoſal 

and judgment we are ſubje& ; as Job 

Job 9.12,05 rachoh ys: Behold ( faith he ) God 
taketh away, who can hinder him, who 

will ſay unto him, what doeſt thou > If 

he will not withdraw his anzer , the 

* Kim proud * helpers do feoop | under him; how 
** *-. much leſs ſhall T anſwer him, and chaſe 

out my words to reaſon with him ; whom 

though 'T were righteous, would not 

anſwer , | Pit FT wogld make ſupplication 

( Job9. 32.) fo my Judge; but for us, men ſo un- 
righteous 
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righteous and guilty, to debate with , 


to queſtion the proceedings of our 


Judge it is much more unſeemly. - 


Nothing can be more abſurd, than 
for men fo deeply indebted, than for 
ſinners ſo very obnoxious to wrath, to 
be aggrieved in any ſtate :. Shall we, 
who are conſcious to our ſelves of ſo 
many great fins againſt our God ; who 
by wilfull tranſgreſſions, or ſlothfull 
negleQs, have fo much afironted and 
offended him; who have ſo little re- 
quited his love, and ſo much abuſed 
his patience ; who have born 1o little 
fruit, and rendred him ſo little ſervice, 
ſhall we be angry that our humour is 
not pleaſed in all things 2 Shall we at- 
fect to ſwim in plenty, to wallow in 
pleaſure, to bask' our ſelves in eaſe ; 
to be fed with dainties, to be gaily 
cloathed, to flouriſh in a brave and 
ſplendid condition, to be worſhipped 
and honoured, who deſerve not the 
meaneſt competence, or loweſt re- 
' ſpect, to whom it is a great favour 
that we are permitted to ſubſiſt, whom 
ſtri& juſtice would often have caſt in- 
to utter miſery and diſconſolateneſs? 

4 | It 
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It is not ſurely for ſuch perſons to be 
diſftisfied with any thing . in this 
world,, but to bleſs God's exceeding 
mercy, that they abide there on this 
fide cf the bottomleſs pit; 'tis their 
part, with moſt ſubmiſſive patience, to 
bear whatever. is inflicted on them , 
humbly ſaying with him inthe Propher, 
I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
becauſe I have finned againſt him. See- 
ing, whatever our croſſes or ſufferings 
be, we cannot but confeſs to God 
with thoſe in Ezra, Thos haſt puniſh- 
ed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve ; 
being gainers upon the matter, having 
ſo much of our debt remitted in et- 
fect, being 1n compariſon to what was 
due to us very tolerably, yea very fa- 
vourably dealt with, Why ſhould we 
be diſſatisfied z If in ſuch -caſes men 
ſhould deal ſo favourably with us, we 
ſhould be much pleaſed, and ready to 
thank them ; Why then ſhould we 
take it 1]l of God, when he, even 'in 


| his hardeſt proceedings againſt us, ex- 


preſſeth ſo much indulgence and mer- 
Cy? | vn 

If we muſt be diſpleaſed, 49d luſt 
to complain, we have reaſon much 
rather 
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rather to accuſe our ſelves, than to-ex- 
claim at. Providence , to bewail our 
ſins, than to deplore our fortune : for 
our evils are not indeed ſo much the 
voluntary works of God, who doth not 1am. z. 22 
afflitt willingly, or grieve the children Avvaipme 
of men, as the natural products of our *"F**: 
fins, which we do wilfully commit : 
Tt is ( as the Prophet ſpeaketh) our Jer: 5. 25: 
fins that withhold good things from us ; 
and bring evil things upon us : Fools, pal. ro7. r9] 
becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, and be- 
cauſe of their iniquities, are dfflidted. 
We make-adverſity neceſſary, or ex- 
pedient for us, then we cry out upon Jer. 17. re. 
it : we labour in Planting, but cannot ;,; 54g" 
brook the fruit of our doings; we, like 
prodigals , fling away our eſtate in 
wanton profuſions, then complain of 
want ; we affe& and chuſe the cau- 
ſes, but loath, and cannot abide the 
certain conſequences ; ſo fond in our 
conceits, ſo perverſe are we 1n our af- 
feftions: Wherefore doth the living Lancs, 36; 
man complain, for the puniſhment of his 
fins 2 ſo well might the Prophet de- - as 
mand and expoſtulate. 

We. may farther , looking on our 
ſelves, conſider our ſelves as ſervants 
| to 


— 
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to God, or rather as ſlaves, abſolutely 
ſubject to His diſpoſal; And ſhall any 
ſervant, ſhalla mere ſlave /preſume to 
chuſfe. his place, or determine his rank 
in the family > Shall he appoint to 
himſelf what office he will diſcharge , 

what garb he ſhall go in, what diet 
he muſt have ; what he will doe, and 


how he ſhall be accommodated? Is it 


not'fit that all theſe things ſhould be 
feft to our Maſter's diſcretion and plea- 
ſure, 1t is moſt reaſonable that we 
thould thoroughly acquieſce in his de- 


- termination: even a Pagan Philoſo- 


pher could teach us, that this 1s rea- 
ſonable; who'thus piouſly directeth 
his Speech to God: © For 


| Nj por Foumy #fs & the reſt uſe me to what thou 


ET IrAy6 
ovl tons mINg div Ta- 


Weopers Jouſeft. I do conſent un- 


epirauar i vt din. FO thee, and am indifferent. 
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7 refuſe nothing which ſeem- 
eth good to thee; lead me 
whither thou wilt ; pat on 
ane what garment +hou iplea- 
 ſeft: Wilt thou have. me to 
 be-a governour or aiprivate 
man, to ſtay at home or to 


'be baniſhed away, to be poor or to be 
"rich? Twillan reſpett toall theſe things, 


apologize 
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dologins for thee with men ; thus did 
Epiftetus ſay, and ſuch ſpeech well be- 
cometh our relation to God: ſfervarits 
ſhould be content with their Maſters 
appointments and allowances ; they 
ſhould not onely themſelves forbear 
to find fault with, but be ready tomain- 
tain his proceedings againſt any, who 
ſhall preſume to reprehend or blame 
them. Eſpecially ſuch ſervants as we 


63 


are, who, after we have done all things Luc, 17. 10; 


commanded us, muſt acknowledge , that 
we are unprofitable ſervants ; ſuch as 
can bring no conſiderable benefit to 
our Lord, or any-wiſe advance his 
ſtate ; ſuch as therefore cannot chal- 
Tenge any wages from him, more than 
he out of: mere favour is. pleaſed to 
allow : Could we, by our labours, en- 
rich God, or raiſe him in. dignity, or 
procure delight to him, it might feem 
congruous that he ſhonild anfwera- 
bly reward us ; but as he gefteth no- 
thing by us, ſo we cannot require any 
thing from him : our beſt fervices do 
indeed rather need pardon, than de- 
ſerve any reward.; No man hath lived 
ſo well, that he can pretend any thing 
from God, that he'is not indeed much 
behind- 
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behind-hand in. by accompts with 
God, having received from:God far 
more of benefit than he can return to 


Sim in ſervice : No man, without ex- 


treme _ preſumption and arrogance , 
can offer to preſcribe , in what mea- 
ſure, or what manner God ſhould re- 


Apain, if we conſider our ſelves as 
the children of God, either by birth 
or nature, or by adoption and grace, 


| How car we be diſcoritent for any 


thing? Have we not thence great rea- 
ſon to hope, or rather to be confident, 
that we ſhall never want any good 
thing ( neceſſary of convenient for 
us ) that no great evil ſhall ever op- 


Warts 1. 9f Colteitadnb 88 
near him ; {6'6ur Lord affarcth us: 
If ye ( faith/lhe) Befng evil, Batw how Mart mY 
to grve good things to your thildres:; 
Hi 'much more will your heavenly Fa 
ther give gooid things ro bis children 
that ask him? 

If we conſider obur ſelves" 2s Chri 
ſtians, we have ſtill more reaſon” to 

iſe this 'duty : As ſuch, we' are 

not" onely poſſeſſed of goods abun- 
dantly ſufficient to fatisfie our defires ; 
we'have hopes able to raiſe our minds 
above the fetiſe of all preſetit things ; 
we have etitertairimients that -ever 
may divert- onr mirids , and fill our 
hearts with 'conifort ; but we have 
alfo -art- affirance of competerit ſup- 
plies of temporal goods; for,” Gddlz- 4 Tim, 4. ; 
meſs is profitable to all things, having the 
promife both of the' preſent life'"and of 
-that#hich is 26 come : and; 1f we yo Matt. 6. 3H 
firſt the Kingdoin of of heaven , and its 
righteouſneſs, '4ll theſe things ſhall be 
added * "unto us; It 1s Nndecd ſtrangely 
anhandſome for- a- Chriſtian 'ever. to 
droop; or to-be diſconfolate ; for a 
friend of God, and an heir of heaven 
to. think he witits'afiy thing, or fear 
that be ſhall: ever want 5 tor him, 


F whoſe 
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we are. is 462; and reaſon 


- I 0m EY" , ” =» 
a WI" P T hd rt 
3: iro x 
*_ 7 
*. 


Of Contentment, Serm:1l. 
whoſe,treaſure and heart.are above, to 


1 be; a,cporrned with any thing ner, 


as deeply to, reſent it. 
. Again ,, -4t..we: reflect. upon. -our 
feives as. rational 'men.,, How- for 
ſhame can we be diſcontent? Do-we 


wo Ca much diſparage that ex- 


-t...perfection: of - our nature 2? 


£. It;.. not-the. proper - work of 'rea- 


fon: to. prevent. things hurtfull or of- 
tenſe, to.us, when Sha may bo done 
KOT them, if they are remove- 
i&neither of theſe. ,can be com- 
ny to allay and Mitigate them ;.ſo 
Ts may be able, well.to ſupport 
em, Is 4x-' not 1ts;; principal uſe -tb 
SERA away, thoſe. \fand;eonceits:, :ahd 


.; ; to _quell,zhoſe troubleſome paſſions, 
which create, or foment diſquiet, and 


itt leaſure tous? if i it cannot doe this, 


.. What dath:ic ſignifie.> 2. To what pur- 


poſe have: we.it?. Is,not our condition 


really worſe ng that of brate beaſts, 
1 f reaſon ferveth enely. to deſcry. the 


cauſes. of - trouble, but. ;cannot enable 


to bear.it ? All the reaſons, we- have 


produced ,j..and- ll: that + wei; ſhall 
produce. againſt F- mh.car walk af 


availeth 
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availeth any thing R have this eftect 
upon us. m_— 

Wherefore con idering our ſelves; 
our capacities, our relations, our aQi- 
ons, it .is Moſt reaſonable to be con- 
tent with our condition, - and with 
whatever doth befall us. 
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T have learned in whatever ſtate, &c. 


condition ( be it what it 
; will, how poor, how mean, 
” how deſpicable and forlorn ſoever) 
we can have from it no reaſonable 
ground of diſcontent. | 
x. Our condition in this world 
cannot (if rightly eſtimated, and well 
managed) be extremely bad, or ſor- 
rowfull 3 nothing here can occur in- 
ſupportable, or very grievous in it 
ſelf; we cannot, if we pleaſe, want 
any thing conſiderable, and the de- 
fe whereof may not be ſupplied, or 
ſupported by far better mts; = 
52 I 


"M \Arther, if we conſider our 


- 
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If. we haye :high, opinions of ſome 
things, as very excellent, or very 


needfull for us, it's no wonder if we 
do want them, that our condition 1s 
unpleaſant .to us; if we take other. 
things for. huge evils, then, if they 
be incumbent” on us, we can hardly 
ſcape. being diſpleaſed ; but if we 
thoroughly. look through ſuch things, 
and ſcan them exatly, valuing them, 
not according to fallacious impreſſions 
of ſenſe, or 1llufive dreamings of fan- 
cy, but according to found dictates of 
reaſon, we may find, that neither the 
abſence of the former, nor the pre- 


ſence of the latter doth make our con- - 
dition much .worſe, or render. our 


caſe deplorable. 


We are, for inſtance, . poor : that 


condifion, rightly weighed, is not ſo 


very ſad : for what is poverty 2 what rert, & 
but the; abſence of a few ſuperfluous Par. 7: 


things, which pleaſe wanton fancy 
rather than anſwer _need ; without 
which natyre is eaſily ſatisfied, and 
which if we da not Foy we cannot 


want? what is it but to- T2 dpwpouall av ime 


wear courſe clothes, to _ ,,e9ve* 


'Ejs 7693 98a )s yenmm 


fred on plain and ſimple *% «; + Zier. Socrat. 
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fare, to work and take ſome pains, 
to fit or go 1n a lower place, to have 
no heaps of cafh, or. hoatds. of grain, 

Vid. Plut. in tQ keep :;no 'retinue , 'to ' have few 
Ariſt, friends, and not one flatterer > and 
what great harm in this ? Tr is a ſtate, 
which hath'its no ſmall conveniences 
and comforts, , its happy fruits and 
conſequences ; which treeth us from 
many cares and diſtra&tions, from 
Si vis vacare Many troubles and croſſes, from ma- 


animo aut | m r = 3 
—E ny encombrances, many dangers, ma 


£-- aq we ny temptations; many fore diſtempers 
2k 3B. 


pauperi ſimi- of body and foul, many grievous mif- 
lis. = © 27+ #2e* =—— Fx 
Mult az Ebiefs, to which wealth, is expoſed ; 


philoſepban- which maintaineth health , induſtry 


nar me * and fobriety ; 'diſpoſeth- us to feed 

; pa et LEY. TS EY 

perts expedi= heartily , to move nimbly, to ſleep 

- "> war ſweetly ; which preferveth us from 

Ep. 179, Hluxury, from ſatiety, from floth and 

Sis pan= Unwieldineſs: - It yieldeth diſpoſition 
T2 544. of mind, freedom and leifi 

lixs ridet.* OT Mind, Ireedom. and lenure to at- 

Sen. Ep. 80. tend the ftudy of truth, the acquiſt 

| of vertue. It is a ſtate, which many 

have born with great chearfulneſs ; 

many (very wiſe men) have volunta- 

rily embraced ; which is allotted by 

divine wiſedom to moft men; and 

which the beſt men often do endure; 

| as ner es Ip 
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to which God hath declared an'eſpe- Pal. 10. 14. 
cial regard, which the mouth: of truth. 3520-53-10. 


hath proclaimed happy ; which theSon 


" 69.33- 72. 44 
I3. 140. I2e 


of God hath dignified by his choice, 1457.147-2- 
and fanCtified by his partaking deeply ] why 


thereof: and can ſuch a condition be 
very loathſome; can it reaſonably dif 
pleaſe us ? 63 93 2 
- Again, thou art ſuppoſe-fallen into 
diſgrace, or from honour 'and credit 
art depreſſed-into a ſtate of eontempt 
and infamy > this alfo rightly prized 
is no ſuch wretchednefs ; 'for | what 
doth this import? what, but-a change 
of opinion in giddy men, whichthou 
doſt not feel, which thou art not con+ 
cerned in, if thou pleaſeſt 5 "which 
thou never- hadſt reafon much to re- 
ard, or at all to rely upon > what 1s 
thy loſs therein ? it is the breaking of 
a bubble, the ſinking of a wave, the 
changing of a wind, the cracking of 
a thing moſt brittle, the ſlipping a- 
way of a thing moſt fugacious and 
fippery ; what is honour, and fame, 
bur thought, and what more- flit- 
tivg, what ſooner gone away than 
#thought > and'why art thou diſpſea- 
fd at the loſs of '« thing fo very flen- 
| F 4 der, 


Job 39-1,10- 


- der; and flimme? if:thou didſt know 
_ 1» its nature, thou. canſt, not be. diſap-: 
*, © .*_., pointed ;-if thou .didft;;;not, it; was. 
.- 2.2... worth-thy while to: be thus informed. 

. by experience, that thou mayſt noe 


Of-Contentment Serm: 1; 


any-more regard it. Is the contempt, 
thou; haſt incurred, from thy faule 2 
bear the conſequence thereof patient+ 
ly, and doe thy: beſt. by removing 
the cauſe .to reverſe. the effe : is it 
undeſeryed and cauſeleſs? be fatisfied 
in thy innocence, and be glad that 
thou, art above the' folly and injuſtice 
of thoſe, who contemn thee Let 
thy, affeQions rather 'be employed in 
pity of theirs, than 1n diſpleaſure! for 
thy awn caſe. Did (let me ask thee 
again) the good opinion of men pleaſe 
thee ? that pleaſure was fond and vain, 
and it is well thou art rid of it ; did it 
not much afte& thee 2 why then doſt 


thou much grieve at. the loſs thereof 3 


Is not alſo thy fortune /in this kind 
the ſame with that of the beſt men ? 
have nat thoſe. who | have . deſerved 
moſt honour, been Expoſed to. moſt 
contempt 3. But vow (Feb could ſay) 
they that gre younger #han I have me 
in derifop>rthey abhar me. they = 

| | ; . ar 


q 
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far from''me,-and ſpare not to ſpit in 
my: face. © And; T1 iam, (could that Ph. 22.6, 5. 
great 'and” good Xing fay) a worm, _ 
and no iman;._ a-reproach of men, and 
deſpiſed :of 'the people ; All they that 
ſee. me, laugh me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot 
out the lip, * they ſhake the head.— 
and, we-are de amed, we are reviled , I Cor. 4.12, 
we are made as the filth of the warld; "3 
and the off-ſcouring of all things unto 
this day, could the holy 4po/ttes ſay ; 
' and Ze is deſpiſed and rejetted of 1h. 53. 3: 
men — he was h iſed and we eſteemed 
vim not, was ſaid of our-Lord himſelf; 
and can this condition then in juſt e- 
ſteem be ſo very pitifull, or grievous ? 

But thou art perhaps troubled be- 
cauſe thou art wrongfully cenſured, 
odiouſly traduced and detamed, abu- 
ſed by. ſhnder, or by detraCtion ; Exeryl. Je- 
which /aſperſeth thee with things Torn? 
whereof thou art no-wiſe guilty, or 16. 
repreſeateth thee in a chataRter un- 7, 
worthy of thee: Be it fo; what then ? dig fun 
why doth this ſo much affe&t thee 2 - 277 _— 

Is not. every man ſubjeC&t to thefe xz. ;5. rad 
things? are-not the greateſt men, are Aſcllam.) 
not the wiſeſt men, :4re-not the beſt 
men ligble to the ſame ? yea chiefly 

Mt ably 
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liable, excellency being the- ſpecial 


:..: Mark of envy and obloquy ? can any 


*AM\ of ul 
1d) xnous, 
£90 5 us 
#IIenwae 
Theod. 
Ep, 80. 


--. 


good men eſcape free of them among 
ſo many. bad\ men, whoſe: doings as 
goodneſs doth reproach,. ſo-it.-provo- 
keth their , maligoity ? \Canſt- thou. 
umagine te'pals.thy days in\ſo unjuſt 


: : and: ſpitefull-a; warld withaut incur-. 


-. Fiftg ſuch bad\bfaget :can:fo many 


vain, ſo many bold, ſo many lawleſs, 
tangues be tied:up, :or kept: within 


... compaſs of \truth, or £quity.> Wilt 


thou ſuffer i«.:t> be in the power of 
any man at his}pleaſure ſo eaſily to 
diſcompoſe and vex thee > .becauſe he 
will be bad, ſhalt thou be miſerable ? 
why doſt thou not rather pleaſe thy 
ſelf in the conſcience of thy endea- 
vouring to deſerve and doe well ; in 
thy innocence, and clearneſs from the 
blame which they impoſe on ' thee ; 
in thy having .given no-cauſe of ſuch 


- offence and! outrage > why doſt thou 
not rather pity: their- unworthineſs, 


and uohappinets,” who ftoop.: to fo 


- mean-ant-haſe pradtices, -than ifret at 

: . them, 2s backtoqhee?: they. doe them- 
felyes far more, miſchief, than they 
ag oe;thee. 2: oils of 2151 1:17 


And 
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_, And why doſt thou. not, conſider, 
that indeed thou art  guiley of many 
faults, and full of real imperfections, 
fo that na, man can. caſily derqgats 
from thee mare than thou deſerveſt : 
he may indeed tax thee: unjuſtly, he 
may .miſs .in, the particulars of his 
charge, he, may diſcoyer groundleſs 
_ contempt, and ill-will toward thee ; 
but thou knoweſt thy ſelf to be. a 
rievous ſinner, and it js juſt that 
— ſhouldſit be reproached (God, 
for thy humiliation, or thy carreCti- 
on, may have ordered him, as David 
ſaid he might have ordered Shimez, 
to curſe thee) thou haſt therefore 
more need to be humble 1n reflexion 
on thy ſelf, than to ſwell with diſdain 
in regard to. his injury. 
 Thouſhauldſt improve this dealing, 
and make it wholſame to thee, by ta- 
king occaſion. thence to correct thy 
real faults, and endeayouring to be- 
come truly more worthy 3 that ſo 
thy conſcience may be a firm bulwark 
againſt all detraction and. obloquy : 
In fine, fatisfie thy ſelf by commztting 
thy ſoul with patience in well:doing 


unto thy Judge, who aſſuredly will 


doe 
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doe thee ri jo | C will protect thy repu-, 
tation, and clear thy innocence :- his 


us 


be little concerned with any other. 
Again, os diſappointed and 
crofled in the ſucceſs of their pro- 
jets, or undertakings, is wont to put 
men, as they conceive, into a wotull 
caſe : but why ſo? why (let'me ask 
thee, who art difcontented upon this 
ſcore) didſt thon build much expeCta- 
tion upon uncertainties? didft thou not 
foreſee a polſibility, that thy deſign 
might miſcarry, and if ſo, why art 
thou not prepared to receive what 
happeneth? was it not an adventure, 
why then art thou troubled with thy 
chance ? Is he 'not a. filly gameſter, 
that will fret and fume at a bad caſt, 
or at the Joſs of a game? didſt thou 
refer the bufineſs ro God's diſpoſal 
and arbitrement, if not, thou deſer- 
vedſt to be croſſed, and rather confeſs 
thy fault, than complain of 'thy for- 
tune; if thou didſt ſo, then be con- 
ſiſtent with thy ſelf, and acquieſce in 
his determination : In fine, what is 
thy loſs *tis' of thy care and pain ? 
would it have been much better, _ 
tnou 


. judgment is onely 'worth regarding, 
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thou hadſt been careleſs or: idle 2 byt -- i: - 


haſt thou not in lieu of them got inp 4 
ſome wiſedom and: experience 2.-haſt ',_. .._ 


thou not (if thy attempt was reaſo- 
nable-:and worthy). exerciſed thy wit, 
thy courage, thy induſtry? haſt. thou 
not (by thy deteat) got an. opportu; 
nity to expreſs equanimity and pati; 
ence 2, if, thou ſo improveſt. thy dil 
appointment,..;thou art a; gainer by 
thy loſs, thou, doeſ# more, than conquer 
by thy defeat : however ſince: the 
gain, the: credit, the preferment thou 
didſt aim) at, and haſt miſſed, are 
things in themſelves of no great value, 
and ſuch as thou mayſt well live 
without, as.. other good , men have 
done, thou canſt not, have much rea- 
ſon to be diſpleaſed' upon this ac- 
compt, or. to reckon. thy condition 
.yery difaſtrous. p 
But. friends, will ſome. man ſay, 
have been unkind, have been ungrate- 
full, have been fickle and falſe, have 
negleted ; | have deſerted, | have  be- 


trayed me? 7t was not an enemy, that Pial, 55 n; 


_reproached me, then I could have born 
2t, &c. this'is indeed commonly moſt 


Gt 3 Feb being ſcanned will not 
render 
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Fam ſi ji z-- tender a" rharfs condition 16 laren- 


nas dedit qui 
peccauit. Sen. 
de Gr. 2. 30s 


table : for,” fuch Migbthaviour 'of 
Fiends is there their Gulathity thin 
_ the' BI = 30 friends is - 
amage, but ar adyatitape 5; 'ris 

the 5» of a MAſchick, rh tronbk\ 
the fewer we" coffe io ive of Autch; 
the mote tithe we fave,” the lefs trow: 
ble we' rmeet- with, the greater ſect- 
rity we ehj6y;” The Kindnes we have 
ſhewed, the obligations we' have put 
611 ſuch; [ar not quite loſt, 'they will 
bring the reward due to 'humanity, 
and fidelity ; it will yield ſarisfation 
to us, that however we have been 
kind and faithfall to them. The fi- 
delity of remaining true friends ma) 
fatisfie us; however if all other friend- 
Thips ſhould Fail, there-is ofie remains, 
Worth raillioris of other friends, who 
can never prove unfaithful, or incoti- 
Fant, whoever will be utimindfull 
of us, of dehicient i in kindneſs towartl 


Us. 
The Jekth of friends Joth | it may 
"IO_ thee with ſorrow. 
But eaſt thou lofe rHy beſt friend; 
eaſt thou'6F the prefence, the ton- 
verſation; the proteQion; the O_ 
the 


Do of Comuniens) 29 
the ſuccour: of God? t&'he © O93 Sridjer 3 uble 
not '1ummoertal;; is tie: mot _ SIS 
unmutabke,:'i's heonot .MÞ r1eow | 


T1 8 cal! 
ſeparable from thee? caniſt Pt wa econ i moan 
thou be deſtitute of friends, Te a RR 
whilſt he ſtands by thee? + Bo 
| Isit notanaffront, A thei: AAR Ag Ta 
nous intignity to: hitny'to 25 -_ ThA 
behave: thy: ſet, as if thy —_ FEY 
ppinefs, th' y welfare july.” - 2230 
ol had dependeriee on any other 
_ Him: ——_ 1t not- #- : great favile , E 
unwilling to.patt Wwifly any thige, 774 Greg. 
when he rs $5 ht [339 y higg _ he 
;Neither-1s/ it 4 l6fs: of thy friend, 
but a. ſeparation for aiſniall birfle's fi: 
is onely parted fron'thee - £1904 
as taking: a little journey; | _ al Je periiſſe non 
or going: for 'a ſmall time ed = — 
to repoſe /within'a-white "a dh ——= 
Ihibe ſare: to tribet © #io oft qui putas mortem. 
Aging andjoyfully £6 $oh- Tert. Hy: 9. Set.Ep.63. 
jgratulace, if we-ate fit-in- - 
a better place, and\mote' happy” ſtake; 
proemifftinus, 0h ainiffmius'; we have 
fent hatirhiither before, "Hot que | loft 
4m fom/us i © | 
'Thy friend,” if” ths ds- a good wth SOT 
find, indach friendiWps'ontely —_ 
ave 
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hr RR . Naz. 


Or. 196 _. 
gow Bar thou-heſf; loſt. a great: comfort 


| Smn:Hl 


nds hve true ſatisfaction ) is 
himſelf in ov-bad conditi- 
off, and _ doth. -hot' want 
theez thou canſt not there- 
fore-reaſonably' grieve for 
hag; and to:grieve:onely 
forithy ſelf is perverſe ſelf: 
iſhneſs-aknd fondneſs. : 


of thy life, at -advantage: to> thy af- 
fairs: here 2: is:it truly fo 2-45 tt:mdeed 
3n irreparable loſs; even ſecluding the | 
'1 ceafideration. of- God; whoſe: friend- 
'* Thip repaireth -all poflible loſs? 'what 
is-it, 1 pray, , that was pleaſant,” con- 
Fenient, or-:uſcfull to thee 'in thy 
friend, which:may. not in;good-mea- 


. ſure be ſupplied here? was-itia ſenſe 
-iof hearty good-will, was: it a ſweet 
' "Freedom of growtier-oTingy ,was it ſound 


_ -» adyice or kind aſſiſtetcein' thy-af- 


Fid. Sen. 
Ep. 63+ 


- -Fairs? and. 


elit, all the wiſdom in the-world, 


may{t thou-not-find thoſe 
left, Brea ng are alike able, -and wil- . 


ling! to miniſter thoſe benefits? may 
Not: the ſame mieans, which:knit him 


to; thee, conciliate others! alfo.'to: be 
thy friends? he did not alone: ſurely 
;-poſleis all the, good-nature;all the f1- 


nor 
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rior hath carried them all away with 
him 2 other fwengs therefore thou, 
mayſt find to fupply.his room : all 
gaod' men will be ready, 1t thou art. 
good, to be' thy friends, they will 
heartily love thee ; they will 'be rea- 
dy to chear thee with their ſweet and 
wholſome ſaciety, *o- yield thee their 
beſt counſel and help upon any-occa- 
ſion : Is it not;-therefgre a,.fond and 
unaccomptable affetion to a kind 
of perſonality , rather than.,want of 
a real conveniences that difturbeth 
thee ? | BE. 

In fine, the ſame;reaſons, which 
in any other, loſs may comfort us; 
ſhould doe it alſo in this : neither a 
friend nor any other good thing: we 
can enjoy under any ſecurity ot not 
ſoon looſing it ; our welfare 1s not an- 
nexed to one man no more than to a- 
ny other inferiour thing ; this 1s the 
condition of all good things here ro 
be tranſient and- ſeparable- from us; 
and accordingly. we ſhould, be affeted 
toward them. ' MY 
+ his fraftum eſt, mortale mortuum 
- Ty 


G But 


Sr 
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But farther, it perhaps diſpleaſeth 
us, that the courſe. of the: world doth 
" not -go right, or according to our 
mind ; that juſtice is not well diſpeti- 
ſed, that vertue is under hatches, that 
worth is -not | conſidered, that indu- 
ftry is-not rewarded, that innocence 
and modeſty are trampled upon ; that 
favour, partiality, corruption, flatte- 
ry, craft, impudence do carry all be- 
fore them ; devouring all the encou- 
ragements due to honeſt induſtry : 
This may be obſerved, but why ſhould 
it diſpleaſe 2 art thou guilty of con- 
tributing to this 2 then'mend ; if not, 
then bear ; eſpecially feeing thou canſt 
not help itz for fo it- hath always 
been, and ever will be in the world, 
that things never have gone there as 
the wiſeſt judge, or the beſt men de- 
fire : there have never been good men 
enough to ſway the world, nor will 
| the few good men that are, be ſo ac- 
tive 1n- promoting publick good, as 
bad are in driving on their private 

deſigns ; doth not this courſe - of 

things neceſſarily ſpring from 'the 
nature of men, which therefore we 

ſhould no more be vexed at, than por 
tnat 
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that a ſerpent hath poiſon, .or that a 
waſp hath a ſting ? we-cannot won- 
der at it, 'why then ſhould we be 
ſtrangely affected by it ? could any 
man ever have been pleaſed, if this 


were a ſufficient cauſe of diſpleaſure 2 


However ,the world goes, we may 
yet make a tolerable ſhift, God is en- 
oaged competently to provide for us; 

rhat ſhould fatisfic us. God obſerveth 
theſe things no leſs than we, and he 
can eaſily hinder them, -yet he thin- 


keth good to ſuffer them ; and ſhall 


not we do 1o likewiſe 2 there i is 1 
fine appointed a judgment hereafter, 
when all theſe things fhall be redref- 
ſed and ſet ſtreight ; wher juſtice 
and vertue ſhall triumph, when inte- 
grity and induſtry ſhall find their due 
recompence , 'tis but a moment to 
that time, and till then we may reſt 
ſatisfied. 

Thus if we do ſurvey and rightly 
ſtate things, which cauſe diſcontent, 
and ſeem to render our condition hard 
and fad, we ſhall find, that not from 
the things, but from our felves all the 


raiſchiet proceeds : we by our imagi- 


nation give to the lighteſt things a 
G2 weight, 
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weight, and ſwell the ſmalleſt things 
1nto a vaſt bulk ; we fanfie them ve- 
ry frightfull and dolefull,, then we 
tremble and grieve at them. Mere 
names (the names of poverty, of diſ- 

grace, of-defeat) do ſcare us, without 
conſulting reaſon, and conſidering 
how little © terrible the things are 
themſelves. We follow ſilly prejudi- 
ces, judging that highly good, which 
the vulgar admireth, that very evil, 
 B which the weakeſt fort of men are 
L, wont to complain of ; hence ſo com- 
| monly doth- our cafe ſeem grievous. 
But in truth there is no condition ſo 
bad, but if we manage it well and 
wiſely, if we bend our mind to com- 
B ply with it, if we moderate our paſ- 

. ſions about the accidents thereof, if 
'we vigilantly embrace and enjoy the 
advantages thereof, may not be eaſily 
ſupportable, yea prove very comfor- 
table to us; it 1s our fond conceits, 
our froward humours, our perverſe 
behaviours, . which do create the trou- 
ble, which ſeemeth adherent to any 
condition, andembittereth every tate; 
-which from any flight occaſion doth 
create vexation, and turneth every e- 
vent into diſaſter. 2. AS 
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..2. As there is no condition here 
perfely and purely good (not deti- 
cient in ſome convenien- 


ces,. not blended with ſome —v4ze ades nulla eft ſin- 
cera wvoluntas 


troubles) | ſo. there 1s none Soltcigique aliquid letis in- 
ſo thoroughly bad, that it — zerveniz— Ovid. 


hath not ſomewhat conve- 
nient and comfortable therein ; ſel- 
dom or never all good things do for- 
fake a man at once, or all miſchiets 
together aſſail him ; ſome- 


whatuſuallyabideth,which , 4Jcendum conditiont 


. . ſue; oF quam minimum de 
well impr oved, or wiſely. ls querendum, & quicquid 
enjoyed may fatisfie a man, #habst circa ſe commodi ap- 


4 hendendi eft : mhil 
yea render his eſtate com- Jonononmm , ff nn 


parable to theirs, who to aquus animus ſolatium inve- 
mat. Sen, de Trang. als 


vulgar eyes appear to be 
in _— "Leſt ye 3 rk ” eg 

there 1s in every condition ſomewhat 
of good compenſating for its evils, 
and reducing it to a balance with 0» 
ther more plauſible ſtates. We are, 


ſyppoſe again, in poverty (that in- 


ſtance I propound uſually, as the moſt 
ordinary ground of diſcontent) but 


have we therewith good health 2 then 


moſt rich men may envy us, and rea- 
ſonably we fhould not exchange our 
ſtate with many crazy Princes ; have 
I”; G 3 we 
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we therewith our liberty 2? that is an 
ineſtimable good, which often tirnes 
the greateſt men have wanted, and 
would have purchaſed with heaps of 
gold: have we therein a quiet mind, 
ind a free uſe of our time? 'it'is that, 
which wiſeſt men have prized\above- 
any wealth, and which the chief men_ 
of the world would be glad to taſte of: 
have we a clear reputation ? we have 
then the beft good that any wealth 


can yield, we have more than many. 


can-obtain. in the moſt ſplendid for- 
tune : have we any friends ſtickin 


to us? that 1s more than the riche 


perfons can aſſure themſelves of, to 
whom tit .1s near impoſſible to diſtin- 
guiſh the friends of their perſon from 
the flatterers of their fortune ; it is a 
privilege and ſolace, which Princes 
ate hardly capable to arrive at : have 
we a baxe competency, ſufficient to 
maintain our lite > we thereby keep 
our appetites in better compaſs, and 
our faculties in greater vigour ; we 
thence better relith all things ; we in 
conſequence' thereof avoid the-bur+ 
thens, the diſeafes, the vices of ſloth 
and laxury : have we-farther (as if 
L777 rt TT IR Ee: we 
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we are not very bad, we ſhall i this 
caſe affuredly have, humanity diſpo- 
fing all men thereto) the compaſſion 
of men; is not this ſomewhat better, 
than that envy, that ill-will, that ob- 
toquy, which uſually do attend wealth 
and proſperity > why then, if our poor 
ſtate hath ſo manifold conveniences , 
do we ſo much diftaſte it ? why do 
we ſo dwell and pore on the ſmall in- 
conveniences: we feel under-it; over- 
looking or flighting the _ benefits we 
may enjoy thereby 2 This indeed or- 
dinarily 1s our folly and infirmity, 
that the want of any- little thing, 
which we fanſite or affe&t, doth hin- 
der us from ſatisfaction in all other 


things ; One dead fly cauſeth all our Eccdef. ro. 1. 


ointment to ſtink ; the poſſeſſion of a 
Kingdom will -not keep us from bein 

heavy and iſpleaſed (as Abab = 
if we cannot acquire a fmall vineyard 
near us ;/on'that one. thing our head 
runs continually, our heart 1s wholly 


fet, we can think on, we can taſte. 


nothing-elfe';' the want- of that not- 
withſtanding ' all our - affluence doth 
pinch us, our dainties thence do prove 


inſipid, :ourſplendours appear dimme, 


G 4 ___ every 
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every thing but that is a'toy unto us: 
So capricioufly, and unaccomptably- 
prone are we to diſcontent. | 
3- Is our, condition ( let me ask 
again) ſo extremely bad, that it can- 
not be much worſe ? Are we ſunk to 
the bottom of all calamity.2 No ſure- 
ly ; God's Providence will not ſuffer, 
the ſtate of things here can never ad- 
mit that to be: here are ſuccours al- 
ways ready againſt extremities ; our 
own wit and induſtry, the help of re- 
lations or friends, the natural pity and 
charity ' of .our neighbours: will pre- 
ſerve; us from them; eſpecially per- 
ſons in any meaſure innocent.can ne- 
ver come near them ; there will there- 


- fore never fail ſome good 'matter of 


content in what remains; a. few:good 
things, well improved, may greatly fo- 
Jaceus; but however, Jet us imagine 
our caſe to be the worſt that can be; 


that a confluence of all temporal miſ- 


chiefs and wants hath arrived, that 
we are utterly bereaved; of all the 
comforts this: world - afforded ; that 


_ we-are ſtripped: of all our wealth-, 
_yjate ſunk 1 our reputation, deſerted 


of every. friend, deprived of aur health 
7; dE 


and 
63 » + 


ed 
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and our liberty; that all the loſſes, 
all the diſgraces, all the pains- which 
poor Fob 1uſtained, or far more and 
greater than thoſe have together ſei- 
ſed on us; yet we cannot have ſuffi- 
cient reaſon to be diſcontent; for that 
nevertheleſs we have goods left to us 
in our hands, or within our reach, far 
ſurpaſſing all thoſe goods we have 
loſt, much outweighing the - evils we 
do undergoe: when the world hath 
done its worſt, we remain Maſters of 
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a Chryſ. 


ad Olymp. 2, 


things incomparably better than it, 


and all it containeth ; the poſſeſſion 
whereof may, and ( if we be wiſe) 
will abundantly fatisfie us. We are 
Men ſtill, and have our reaſon left be- 
hind, which alone, in worth, exceed- 
eth all the treaſures of the world; in 
well uſing which, and thereby order- 


ing all things for the beſt, we become. 


more werthy, and more happy than 
the moſt fortunate fool on earth ; we 
may therein find more true ſatisfaCti- 
on, than any wealth, or any glory 
here can miniſter : we may have a 
good conlſcjence left, ( the ſenſe of 
having lived - well heretofore, or at 
leaſt a ſeriqus reſolution to —_ 
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Prov. 15: I5e hereafter) and:that is a contenual feaſt, 


yielding a far more ſolid and favoury. 


_ Pleaſure, than the moſt 'ample reve- 
nue can afford: we may' have hope in 
God ( the authour and donour of all 


good things) and thereby far greater 
aſſurance of our convenient fubſift= 
ence and welfare, than all preſent pof- 
ſeflions can beſtow ; we have reſerved 
2 free accefs'to the throne of Grace, 
and thereby 4 ſure means ( grounded 


_ on God's infallible word and promiſe) 


of obtaining whatever is good for us; 


we have a firm right to innumerable 


ſpiritual bleſſings, and privileges, each 
of them juſtly valuable beyond whole 
worlds of pelfe ; we can, in a word 
( we can if. we pleafe enjoy God's 
tavour , which immenſly tranfcen- 
deth all other enjoyments , which 
vaſtly more than countervaileth the 
abſence 'of all other 'things ; of this; 
by applying our ſelves to the love and 
ſervice of God, we are infallibly capa- 
ble ; of this'no wordly force or for- 
tune can defpoile us ; wechaving this, 
our condition cannot be: poor', con- 
temptible, or pitifull; *tis.indeed there- 
by moſt rich, glorious'and on 

| For 
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For how 'can he be poor that hath 

the Lord of all things always ready. 

to ſupply him ; who 'hath God C as 
the P/almiſt- is wont to ſpeak) tobe pal. 73. 26. 
his portzon for ever > How cat he be 25: 5 119- 
defpicable; that hath the honour to *7: 4% 5 
have the Sovereiga Majeſty of the” 
world for his. eſpecial friend z How 

can he be miſerahle who enjoyeth the 
fountain of all happineſs, who hath 

the light of God's countenance to cheer 

him, who hath the .confolations of 

God's holy Spirit to refreſh and re- 

vive him 2 What can he want, who, 

befide his preſent intereſt in all che 

needfulf 'effets of God's  bountifull 

love, is an heir of heaven and ever- 

laſting blifs * Seeing therefore it is in 

our power to be religious, ſeeing we 

may, if we will ( God's grace con- 

curring, which preventeth us to ſeek, 

which never is withheld from thoſe 


who ſeek' it } be good Chriſtians ; | 
ſeeing nothing can hinder us from . 
tearing God, or can ſeparate us from gg, g, 29, 

his love, neither can any thing 'ren- © 
der our condition bad or unhappy, re- 

ally diftreſſed or needy : O fear the 

Lord ( faith the P/almiſt ) for there'Phl. 34: 9. 


FA) 
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is no want to them that fear. him: The 
young Lions (( or the-rich, as; the 

Tlavme in- LXX. render it”) do lack and .. ſuffer 
—_— hunger ; but they that ſeek the Lord. 

"ſhall not. want any good thing ; and, 
Eccleſ. 8. 5. Whoſo keepeth the commandment, ſhall 

. feel no evil thing, faith the Wiſe- 
man; and, The hand of our God is "p 
on all them that, ſeek him, faith"the 

Ezr. 8. 22. Prophet; and, Who is he that ſhall 

x Pet. 3- 13- Harm you ; ( or doe ill to you, or make 

© xaxs- you worſe ) # ye be followers of that 

_ which is good ? faith St. Peter ; and 

Rom. 8. 28. We know ( faith. St.. Paul ) that. to 

them who love God all things cooperate 

x Tim. 6.6. for good ; and Godlineſs ( faith he a-. 

ain) with contentedneſs is great gain ; 

that is, ſuppoſing we have the goods 

which piety miniſtreth, although we 

| have nothing more, we are, if we 

can be content, very. well to. paſs ; it 
is abundantly ſufficient for us. 

Why then, Ipray , are we diſcon- 

tent? what we doe we groan or 
grieve for: What is it that we do 
want ? Is it the uſe of reaſon, is it 
vertue , is it God's favour ? then in- 
deed we have good. cauſe to be diſ- 
pleaſed ; for the want of thoſe things 
15 
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is indeed lamentable ; but if we do 
want them, it is onely our ſelves that 
we ſhould complain of; for we may 
have them if we will, and who can 
help it if we will not? Who, if we 
ſhall wilfully deprive our ſelves of 
them, will be concerned to- mind our 
complaints? But is it onely a lump 
of traſh; or a puff of honour, or a flaſh 
of pleaſure, that we do need? Is it 
that we cannot ſo delicately glut our 
bellies, or ſo finely cloath our backs , 


or ſo thoroughly ſooth our fancies, as 


we could wiſh, that we ſo pitifully 
moan ? Is it being reſtrained in ſome 


reſpets from the ſwinge of our hu- . 


mour, is it that we are not ſo much 


regarded, or are lighted by ſome per- * | 


ſons, is it that we are croſſed in ſome 
 defign,that ſodiſcompoſeth and diſcou- 

rageth-us ? then are we ſottifhly fond 
_ and childiſh in our conceits; and our 
affe&tions : for proper it is'to children, 
when as they want no ſolid or ſub- 
ſtantial goods; to wail for worthleſs 
toies and trinkets ; 'tis for children , 
when they have not'their will in pet- 
ty and impertinent matters, to cry 
and lament; children are mach affec- 
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ted with every word, or little ſhew 
- that croſſtth them ; If we were ( as 
x Cor. 14+ St. Pau} chargeth usto be) perfedt men, 
_ if we had manly judgments, and man- 
ly aficCtions toward things, we ſhould 
not ſo regard or value any of theſe 
temporal and tranſitory things, ezther 
od or evil, 2s by the want of one 
ort, or by the preſence of the other , 
to be much diſturbed ; we ſhould, 
with St. Paul, ityle any preſent evil 
To apegy Ths YArlews, a lightneſs 
2 Cor. 4. 17. of affliction : we ſhould with him 
Kom. 8-18. reckon, that the ſufferings of this 
preſent time are wot worthy to be com 
pared with the gyories which ſhall be 
revealed to us ; we ſhould with Saint 
x Pet. 1.6. Peter greatly rejotce, though for a ſea- 
fon we are  in-heavineſs, through ma- 
nifold trials; or afflictions: We ſhould 
efteem any condition here. very tole- 
| rable, yea very good. 
4- 1n truth (-if we will not mince 
the matter , and can bear a truth 
ſounding like a Paradox) uſually our 
condition 4s then better, whan ut ſeem- 
eth worſe; then we have moſt cauſe 
to be,glad, when we are apteſt to 
grieve ; then we ſhould be thankfull, 


when. 
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when we -do complain ; that it ap- 
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peareth otherwiſe to us, it 1s becauſe 
1n our taxations of things we do or- 
dinarily judge { or rather not judge , 
but fanſie, not hearing or regarding 
any . diftate of reaſon ) like beaſts; 
prizing things merely according to 
preſent ſenſe, or ſhew, not examining 
their intrinſick natures, or looking 
forward -into their proper fruits and 


conſequences. 


Adverſity ( or a ſtate, wherein we 
are not furniſhed with all accommo- 


dations gratefull to ſenſe 
or fancy; or wherein 
ſomewhat doth cleave to 
us offenſive to thoſe infe- 
riour powers of ſoul ) is 
the thing which we chnet- 
ly loath and abominate ; 
whereas, in true judg- 
- ment, nothing commonly 
is more neceſſary, more 
wholſome , more uſefull 


and beneficial to us; no- 


Multoque in rebus 
acerbzs , | 
Acrins advertunt animos 

ad relligionem. Lucret. 3» 
þ. 64 

Kt 2d Tov Upon meets why 
» TUY paIvuiay ome 
mairay y IA{ts, 15 ae9s 
\oorlt daAHQe xg.ca- 
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thing is more needfull, or conducible 
to the health of our ſoul, and to our | 
real happineſs, than it : It is the 
ſchoolof wiſedom, wherein our minds. 


are 


* Pfal. 119+ 71s 
x Cor. IIs 32s << 


Heb. 5s. 8. 


Miraris tu, fi Dews, 
ille bonorum ©amantiſſimus 
qui illos quam, optinos eſ- 
ſe atque excellentiſſimos 
wult , fartunam illis cum 
iqla: exerceantur - aſſignat ? 
Sen. de Prov. 2. | 
r Deur. 8 $58 5. 55 


om. go Zo 
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are diſciplin'd and improved 1n the 
knowledge of the beſt things, whence 
it is termed Tea, that 1s, inſtruc- 
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tive chaſtiſement ; *. ſo 
David found it; 7t &, ſaid 


he, good for me that I have 


been afflicted, that I might 
learn thy ſtatutes; and, our 
Lord himſelf, *44a.9zy ag 


av ra%, He learned obe- 


dience from what he ſuffer- 
ed. It is the Academy 
wherein vertue; is acqui- 


red and exerciſed; ſo God 
meant it- to his people; 
The Lord thy God ( faith 
Moſes ) led thee this forty 
ears in the wilderneſs, that he might 
humble thee, and prove thee. So the 
$ . Wiſe-man faith, that by the ſadneſs of 
'Ecclef. 7. 3. | the countenance the heart js made bet- 
.Prov. 20. 30. £7 3 and, that ſtripes do cleanſe the 
inward .parts of the belly. And, Ut 
"Heb. r2. rr. y2eldeth ( faith the Apoſtle ) the peace- 
= i 3- able fruit of righteouſneſs to them that 
are exerciſed thereby. 
.-. . It 1s the furnace of the ſoul, where- 
..4n it 15 tried, cleanſed and refined from 
the droſs of vain conceits, of perverſe 


humours, 
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humours;.-of'/ vitious -di- 
ſtempers::1/bew (: faith» F009 43-20. CP 6. : 
Fob) he: hath trie ef I. "Lec: $64. == 
ſhall came, forth as 78 des x 
ind, Gold (farh the Wife Et _ 
may)" is. tried in the fire, a wendy 
1s reg uſual -word fig 

and acceptable: men in the ; ing is. x Pet. x. Ge: 
furnace of *adverſity. ' 

It'is the niethod whereby God re-. 
claimeth. ſturdy ſinners to goodneſs, 
engageth them. to ſeek'and ſerve him- 
ſelf; ry of 'the /ſraelrtes AQe: CER 
the Prophet faith, Lord, in of is. ek 
trouble have they viftted - Pal. . + 07. 46 
thee ,. they poured out a 4-16. . 
prayer. when. thy chaſtning x LI 
was upon them ; 10 + -126 "i when he' 2 Chron. 23 
was 'in afftidtion he beſought the Lord © | 
his God; and humbled Lomſelf greatly 
before the God of his Fathers ; fo Ne- Dan. 3. 34 - 
buchadnetzar, after bein driven from: © 
his: Kingdom , h2s rw. Ar re- 
turned: unto, him, and he bleſſed the 
moſt: high , and praiſed and honoured | 
him that liveth for ever. So David via. 119, 67- 
himſelf, Before, faid he, 7 was afflift- 
| ed I went aftray, but now have. 1 kept. 
| th y why 


It 


H 
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'H 38 oN myo enim 
os, wan) wnitens i, 
x; Trex prcr Loranis ways 
70 WH Gov T5 HINOAN I 
30 Tugev xat]etgtanery p8= 
Wlar Snxrb pers x) per vim 

min 'x; baate- 
 5%pvs dooellelev, 8:0, Chr) fl. 
Tom. 6. Or. 9. 
* 2 Cor. 4. 17. 


Heb. 10. 35. Va: poris 
$Y 67% Xprians KC. 
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Tt 1s that whereby God 
doth prepare +meni, .and 
doth. entitle them to: the 
blefled rewards hereafter : 
Our light afflitkipn''( faith 
*St. Paal ) which'is\bat for 
a moment, work#th for us 
a far more exceeding: and 
eternal weight of © gary ; 
and, 7e ( faith St. Perer ) 
greatly rejoice, though now 


x Pet. I. 6+ for a ſeaſon, if need be, ye are'm hea- 


<4» I4e 


vineſs through manifold temptations ; 


that the trial of year faith being much 
more pretious than of gold that periſh- 
eth, though it be tried with fire, may 
be found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
glory, at the.appearing of Feſus Chriſt. 
Such. is the nature, ſuch the uſe; ſuch 
the fruits of adverſity. 
Tt is indeed ſcarce poſſible , that 


Nihil infelicius eo, cut 
nihil unquam ' evenit ad- 
wverſi , non licuit enim lt 
- fe experiri, Sen. de Pro- 


uid. 3. 


Non fert ullum i5tum il- 
tofa felicitas, Tb, 


without taſting it ſome- 
what. deeply”, any man 
ſhould become '' in+ good 
meaſure either wife or 
good. He muſt be very 
1gnorant of- himſelf ( of 
his own temper and-incli- 


nations , of the ſtrength 


_ and 


% 
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and forces of his reaſon ) who hath 
not met with ſome rubs and croſles 
ro try himſelf and them with: the 
greater part of things he muſt little 
underſtand, who hath not experien- 
ced the worſt part: he cannot skill 
to wield and govern his paſſions , 
who never had them ſtirred up, and 
rolled about by croſs accidents : he 
can be no good Pilot in matters of 
humane life, who hath not for ſome 
time failed ina rough Sea, in foul wea- 
ther,among ſands and ſhelves: he could 
have no good opportunity of employ- 
ing thoroughly,or improving his wat, 
his courage, his induſtry, who hath 
had no ſtraits . to extri- 


99. 


care himſelf from, no dif- #4 er, ingie bois 
ficulties to. ſurmount , NO © Apparer virme,@renitargi 


hardſhips to ſuſtain : The ms. 
vertues of humility, of pa- 
tience , of contentedneſs neceſfarily 
muſt be unknown to him, to whom 


no diſgraces, ho wants, no fore pains 
have arrived-, by well -enduring. 


which, thoſe vertues are learnt, a 
planted int the ſoul : Scarce can he be- 
come very charitable, or com- 
paſſionate to others, who never 
, = a 2 himfelf 
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| himſelf hath felt the ſmart 


Non ignara 'mall ' miſe-"" of affliction , or inconye- 
ris ſuccurrere _ Fn. 


. _ miencies, of any diſtreſs; 


for even, as the 4 poſtle 

teacheth us, our Saviour kim was 

Heb- 2. 17, obliged to ſuffer tribulation, that he 
, * + 15 thence might become mercifall, and 
: diſpoſed to ſuccour the afflifted. ( No 
wonder, if _ he that liveth in continual 

x ; Sam. 29.  Profperity,be a Nabal, churlith and dif- 
*35* © courteous, inſenſible of other mens 


grievances: ) And how can he expreſs | 


much piety or love to God, who 1s 
not ( 1n ſubmiſi on to 


Com Foper on ok wb God's will, and for his 
vite fragilitate. . tre! 
cunt, eternam requiem nos ſake J, put* LO ſuffer | any 


deſiderare compellant. Man* thing grievous, or want a- 


- ire fee rel ny thing delirable?' When 


 ftus , "oy magis. cavendes, can he employ any great 


ſe. ilticit drlgi, quam 
_—_—_— pv? potly rn faith or hope in God, who 


remni.. Augs Ep. 144, never. hath any - viſible 
need of ſuccour, or relief 
from him , who hath other preſent 


aids to corifide i in? How can he pure- 


Iy delight 1 in God, and' place his ſole 


felicity in. him How can he. tho- 
foughly relifh ſpiritual things, whoſ 
affections are taken up by an afflu- 
Ence of other goods, whoſe © appetite 


& 


and. fas , pu a 2 By 


[—_— —_— £E > 


wad, Ry , fly A fag A, - <A —o& own \Q\ _ H. was va G.., on wn Bod. Oaks Aa 


are ghted with enjoyment of other 

delights > What but deprivation of - 
theſe things can Jay open. ..- + 

the vanity -*the deceittul- g Ardua. nan, Fe eſt opi-. 
Ly an F - flippe rineſs of: oy 0p "Taders OHH: 
them? What but” croſſes + | 
and difappvintments her E,  Munera ifta fortune 'pu- 
can. withdraw our minds tatis ?. inſidie ſunt. Sen, 
trom @ fond admir ation , ores beneficia. Ib. 
and eager affe&tion to- | 
ward this world 2 What' 
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but the want of theſe joys and fatis- 
factions, can drive us to feek our fe- 
licity otherwhere 2 when the Jece;e Matt. 13. 22, 
of riches poſſeſfleth us, How can we 
judge right. of things? when cares a- 
bout them” diftra& us, How can we | 
think about” apy. thing that. is good 2,1 Tim-6. 9- 
when their rates: entangle .us, and I. 
their clogs encumber us, How can 
we be free and expedite inQ— & © 
doing good ? When abun- = Dent: 32: 15: 
dance tatneth our hearts, -moc 14.6, 3” 
and eaſe ſoftneth our ſpi- Pal. 3o. 6. Jer. 24, 
rits, and ſucceſs pufteth up ” «a 
out minds. ; when pride, | 
ſenſuality, ſtupidity and ſJoth” (the a]- 
moſt inſeparableadherentsto largeand - 
proſperous eſtates) do continually in- 

ph H 3 ſinuats 
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ſinuate themſelves i into us, What wiſe- 
dom ,what verrue are we liketo have 2 


Gratulori & gaudere 


nos decet dignatione druine 


caftigations——0 ſervo, 


illum beatum, cuyjus emen- 
dationi' Dominus inflat 3 cut 

dlignatur iraſci, quem admo- 
nend! 
cipit. Terrull. de Pat. 11. 


*O dpaprovar mir wn 
xXOAdgUnTes , marr! G51v 
&EDFMOTEESS » &C. Chryl. 
d90. 5. 2=Y TY 


diſſimulattone non de- 


Seeing then adverſity 
is. ſo wholſome and uſc- 


full, the remedy of ſo great 


miſchiefs ,” the Fae of Sf ſo 
great benefits t9.us, Why 
thould we "be diſpleaſed 
therewith 2 to be diſplea- 


ws ſedwith 1 It,-1S to be diſplea- | 


ſed with that which is moſt 
needfull, or moſt_ conve--. 
nient for us, to be diſplea- 


| | with the health and welfare of 
_ our ſouls ; that we are reſcued'from 
errours and vices, with all their black 
train of miſeries and miſchiefs; -to be 
diſpleaſed that we are not detained 
under the reign of folly and wicked- 
neſs, that we are not inevitably made 


fools and beaſts. 


"H yogurTwy laTgeie, 
F . Cyrenyiyreg Iuſnigus 


Kpei7@r eonuee/es a- 


y@aTs v07w5 @iAGov- 


Naz. Ep. 66. 


95+ 


To. be diſguſted 
with Providence for affuc- 
tion or povert ils no other 
than as if we : ould be an- 
gry with our Phyſician for 
adminiſtring a purge,or for 


preſcribing abſtinence to 


us; as if we ſhould fret at 


- our Chirurgeon for ſcarch- 


ing 


| Serta, AlI. 
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ing our wounds, or applying _needfull - 
corralives;;:as if - we ſhould complain 
of the hand 'which draweth us from 
a precipice De pulleth us Our F: the Jud. 23. 


fire, - Many benefits (faith 


Seneca”) have a ſad and 


rough-"conntenance , as to 
burn'-and' cut in nai to 
healing+ Such a benefit of 
God .15 adverſity to' us; 


Beneficia 'multa triſtem 
OT aſperam frontem habent, 
quemadmodum urere, (F ſe- 


care , ut ſanes. Set. de 


Benef.5. 29. 


and -as:ſuch with a gladſome ad 


thankfull mind ſhould we receive it. 


If with a diligent obſer- 
vation we conſult expert- 
ence, we ſhall find, that 
as many have great cauſe 


Horrorem operis frudtus 
excuſat. Tert. Scorp. 5» 


to bewail, that they have been rich , 

that they have been blinded and cor- 
rupted with. proſperity that they 

have received: therr confolation here : _— 24» 


IM. ge Is 


fo many have great reaſon to be glad, As os 


that they have been poor, 
that they have been difap- 
pointed, that they have 


taſted the bitter cup ; it 
having inſtructed and cor- 
rected them ; it having 
rendred them fober and 
conſiderate ; 


H 4 


induſtrious 


Let ' our © condition be 
what it will, we are the 
ſame. Ir doth not change - 
us in our intrinfick worth, 
or ftate. Ir 1s bur a gar- 
ment about us, or as wea- 
ther. 

mmm ho atrium, 

Nave ferar magna an 
parva, ferar unus (9 idem. 
Hor. Epiſt. 2. 2. , 


and 
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and frugal, mindfull of God, and de-- 
vout toward him: ' And what-we-may + 
rejoice in, when paſt , Why ſhould 
we .not. bear. contentedly. when pre- 
ſent 2 Why ſhould not the expectati- 
on-of ſuch good fruits ſatisfie us? 
Why ſhould not. fuch a condition, 
being ſo plainly” better in it ſelf, ſeem 
alſo better unto-us ? we cannot, if we 
are reaſonable, but approve it -1n our 
judgment; Why then are we not ful- 
ly reconciled"unto it in our affe&tion # 


2:"Of Contentment. © | 


Mi FF" anizos. 


. The Fourth Sermon. 


—— 


_—— 


PHIL. TV. x: 


T have learned in whatſoever ftate, 


- GCE. 


!! 4: UT farther; Let our ſtate 
| B be, as to quality, what it 

237M will, good or bad, joyfull 
or unpleaſant,” we'may yet conſider , 
that it cannot bedeſperate, it may not 
be laſting ; -for thefe is not any-necel- 
fary *connexion between the: preſent 
and the future ; wherefore, as-the pre- 
ſent being momentany and tranſient , 
can little trouble us, fo the future be- 
ing unknown, and uncertain, ſhould 
not diſmay us. + As no man reaſo- 
nably -can- be elevated with conft- 


dence 


ro5! 
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Prov. 7. 1, its duration , ( Boaſt not thy ſelf of to 


Multa interventent qui- 
bus victnum periculum” vel 
prepe admotum aut ſubſi- 
ſtat aut deſmat, aut in alz 


enum capt tranſeat. Sen. 


brin 


. morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a 
day may 


forth; ſo no man 
ſhould be dejeted for a 


bad one, in ſuſpicion that 


it will abide long j ſeeing 
neither ( conſidering the 
ſrequent viciſſitudes that 
occur, and the flux nature 


of alf things here ) is each of them , 


in it ſelf, ſtable; and the continuance 
of - each abſolutely dependeth on 
Gad's arbitrary diſpoſal ; and as-God 
often doth overturn proſperity, ta hu- 
mane judgment moſt firmly ground- 
ed, ſo he moſ eafily can redreſs the 
to -APPESrARGR : moſt forlorn ad- 


Plal. 52. 125 n09; prop 


4+ 106. 9. 


Job 12. 21. Pla F07. 


Tob 5. uw. 


= 
© Ta. 25. 5. 
Pal. 18. 27. 


Iſa. 2. 11. 


Pſal. 113, 7. 197: 41s 


verſity-; and: he, being e- 


ſpecially ,ebe helper of the 
helpleſs x doth trequently 
perform-it :- AS he powreth 
cont upon Princes, and 
weakeneth. the ſtrength of 


the mighty; fo he razſeth 


the poor -out of the duſt, and 
lifteth the needy-out of the 
dunghill : He caſteth downs 


the mighty frem their feat, and exalt- 


eh 
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eth the bumble and meek : He ſend- 


eth the.,rich. empty away, and filleth FR (op 
the hungry with goed things. He ma- Job 5. 18. 
keth ſore, and bindeth up, be woundeth, i Sam. 2.7. 


and his hazds make; whole. 

Conſidering, - therefore 
- the reaſon of things, and 
the nature of God, it our 
{tate be.at preſent bad. or 
fſorrowfull, we have more 
reaſon to hope for 4ts a- 
mendment ,; than to fear 
its'continuance. If indeed 
things went on in a fatal 
track, merely accordin 
to a blind and heedleſs 


Tois 14 v8v EXu01 1 Ous 
Pere, Nouaun Kpirci- 
yois 5Nev off ar Ipernizor 
&. Sym , xv IB T uney 
ex Iredv n PeCawy, KC 
Theod. Ep. 14 


 Sperar adverſis , metuit 


ſecundis, 


Alteram fortem beds pre- 
paratum. peiius. Hor. Carm. 


Jg * 2+ IQ. 


chance, or a ſtiff and unalterable ne- 
cellity ; it there were no remedy from 
God's Providence, or ſupport by his 
grace to be expected (although even 
then there would be no reaſon to 
grieve, or complain (grief would be 
unreaſonable' becauſe unprofitable , 
complaint would be vain, becauſe for- 
tune and fate are deaf ) yet our infir- 
mity might ſomewhatexcuſe that idle 
proceeding ; 'but ſince no? a Sparrow yy. ,, 29, 
falleth to the ground, not a hair of our 30. 


eas þ 


| eth; nothing atiall paſſeth LUC. 21 18, 


other- 


ro3 Of Contentment. Serm. IV. 
otherwiſe, than by the'voluntary diſ- 
poſition of a moſt \wiſe' and*gratious 
 ©-.God; \fince he doth always ſtrictly 
- : view, and-15 very ſenſible of our griefs; 
yea doth ina manrier- ſympathize 

' with them ( atcotding to thoſe pa- 
EIS therical expreſſions in the' 
Hoſ: t.8. Jer.g1 20, Prophets; Hs bowels 
Une 63- 6 = found; ag: are troubled ; 
TOE . 1 bis heart'is thrned withis 
Luc. 12. 29, 31. Heb, him;-In all their affiiftions 
13. 5 Matt. 6. 33> Fl he was afflifed:) Since he 
$4 £ 1 M.: farther harh- by promiſe 
obliged himſelf to care for 

us,to ſupport,and ſuccourus ; we have 
all reaſon to hope, yea firmly to be- 
heve (-if at leaſt-we can find in our 
hearts-to-hope, and to believe ) that 
we ſhall, as ſoer-as it'is good and ex- 
pedient. for us, find relief and eaſe; 
we ſhall have that ? WHReN  Cofaus, 
that ſeaſonable; ſuccour ; of which 
Heb. 4. 6. - Apoſtle to the Flebrews ſpeak- 

et , } tt, 

Hope: lieth at the bottom of the 
Job 5.16. worſt . condition that'-can' be ; 7he 
- poor ( ſaith Fob's friend") : hath hope ; 
... and the-rieh'-can have,no r 
N19 ___ being £qually cloſe" 
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the one can have no. greater.aſfurance 
to keep what he hath, than: the As 
hath to get what, he needeth ; 

clearly the . poor hath the ——_ 
in the cafe ; tor God hath.more decla- 
red , that he will relieve the poor 
man's want, than that- be will pre- 
ſerve the rich man's ſtore: It then we 
have in every condition a hope pre- 


109 


ſent to us, Why do we graeve- .as thoſe 1 Theſi4. 13. 
who have no hope ? having ever. ready Heb. 6. 19. 


the beſt anchor that can be to reſt up- 
on (for in this rolling ſea of humane 
affairs, there is no firmer anchor than 
hope ) Why do we let our minds be 
toſſed with diſcontentfull ſolicitudes 
and fears? Why do we not rather (as 


the 4poſtle injoineth ) rejoice in hope, Rom, 2212. 


than grieve out-of deſpair 2 Why do 


we not as the Prophet adviſeth, hope - 


and wait quietly for the ſalvation of Lam..3+ 25. 


tbe Lord? the efte& of ſo repoſing 
our ſelves for the future . on God's 
Providence would be perfect content; 
and peace , according to .that. of the 


P rophet, Li how, wilt keep him-in. perfett Ia. 26. 3+ 


peace, whoſe 1414 ed is :ſtayed, in thee, bes 
cadſe he truſteth in thee; And that. of the 


WV; [e-many, 4 patient nan. will bear for Eccluſ, 1.23, 


a time, 


TTIowins 


av uT:p 


onwaevoryn : 
C——_—_ - 775 1 Ka 
Chryſ. ad Stagir. 2. 


_ 


mggalurgas b- 
USYEvP avitCn- 


- » c ESE 
+ 8 - (4% 5 
a * - 1 
"A / 
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a time, and afterwards joy ſha# ſpring 


#p wun'o ham. 


The truth js, and it ſeemeth very 


obſervable, in order to our purpoſe , 


that moſt diſcontent ariſeth not from 
the ſenſe of incumbent evil, but from 
fuſpicion , or fear of ſomewhat” ro 
come ; Although God at preſent dif- 
penſeth a competency of ' food 'and 


_ " rayment , although we are in a to- 


lerable condition, and feel no extremi- 
ty of want or pain, yet not deſcrying 
the way of a future proviſion for us, 
anſwerable to our deſires, we do trou- 
ble our ſelves; which demeanour im- 
plicth great ignorance, and 
infidelity ; We think God 
_ obliged in kindneſs , not 
onely to beſtow upon us 
what 1s needfull in its ſea- 
fon, but to furniſh us with 
ſtores; and allow us ſecu- 


GA@S 0v{4- 


 rities; we muſt have ſomewhat in 


hand , or we cannot truſt him for 
the future ; this is that which our 
Sav:our cautioneth apainſi, as the root 


of diſcontent and ſign of diffidence ; 
Matt. 6. 34+ Take xo thought for the morrow, for the 
morrow fhall take thought fo 


r the 
things 
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things of of it: fe fo Amo ts the aa ay 


is the evil t ereof 
advice no leſs wht k then 
manifeſtly full of reafon 


and wiſedom : For what 


a' palpable folly | 15.1t to an- 
ticipate that evil which 
we -would -avoid:; then , 
when we earneſtly deſire 
to put off ſorrow, to pull 
it toward us; to feel thar 
miſchief , which poſſibly 
ſhall never be; to give 1t 
a being in our fancy, 
which 1t may never have 
in. nature? Could we fol- 
low this advice, never re- 
ſenting evils before they 
come, never prejudging a- 


Calaminefu eft aninmy 
futurt anxins, CF ante mi- 
ſertam | mijere Sen. w_ 
I 8. 2 ies 


Ne. s -Mnjſer ante temphes 5 


cum illa- que welut immi« 


nentia expauifti ,  fortaſſe 
nunquam ventura fint, cers 
re nondum wenerint , Kc. 
Sen. Ep. 13. 


Quod juvat dolori ſuo 
eccurrere ? ſatis cito dole- 


bz clun venerit. Ibid. 


| Nuoties incerta ernnt ttia= 
r14, tibi fave. Ib. 


bout future events againſt God's Pro- 
vidence , and our own quiet ; con- 
ſtantly depending on the Divine care 
for us ; not taking falſe alarms, and 
trembling at things, which ſhall ne- 
ver. come near us ; not being. diſtur- 
bed with panick fears, no diſcontent 
could ever ſciſc-upon us ; for the. pre- 
ſent is ever ſupportable ; - our .mind 


CAnnor 


» B. 22» 
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cannot be overwhelmed by. the pang. 
of a tranſitory moment. +... 
-- *, .1fwe need farther encouragement. 
gn-vtrh - for application of this remedy, we 
++ * have manifold experiments to aſſure 
EY its vertue: as there are in-. 
a .. numerable Promiſes, . that, 
+ Im go: 40." 46. 131549, none:.who hope in , God 
23 Sk PREY a7. _ ſhall  be- diſappointed , ſo 
10- ; there, are many illuſtrious 
--2 Chron. 28. 9. Lrea examples of thoſe, . whom 
Amos 5. 44 2 Chron, God+ hath in remarkable 
I'S» 2- manner, ,, and wonderfull 
IS meaſure... relieved from 
wants 2hd diſtreſſes, raiſing them gut 
of deepeſt poverty, contempt and 
worldly wretchednefs, .into moſt,emi- 
=: - Nent degrees of wealth and. profperi- 
Eccluſ: 2:10: ty: Lol ( faith the Zchrew, Sage.) 
into, the ancient generations, and -ſee'; 
Who hath trufted .in. the Lord, aud 
hath been aſhamed 2? Or who hath abi- 
den in bis. fear, and hath. been. forſa- 
ken 5 Or who hath invoked. him. and 
he did ogver-look,{ or deſpiſe bim? 3K 
we look into thoſe generations, | we 
may there find Joſeph our., of ſlavery, 
and out. of priſon, advanced, ts; be.the 
chief. Governour of 'a moſt flouriſh- 


0g 


x KF 4 2, 7 
"+. "4 Mo 1 
, ; , 
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Kingdom; Moſes from an cxile, 

2; Vagrant, made the Redecmer 
zommander of a populous Nati- 
1 : 496 out 0 f extreme poverty and 

diſgrace, reſtored to be in wealth and 


: 


honour zwzce greater than the greateſt 
meg of . the Eaſt : Daniel out of capti- 


p. 


113 


Job 42. 10s 
Is 3: 


vity and:per ecution, become Prefi- - 
jt LIE. .. 


t of the greateſt Monarchy on 
earth David. raiſed out of great 
meanneſs to higheſt dignity, reſtored 
out. of extreme ſtraits: into a moſt 
proſperous ſtate; according to thoſe 
words of admiration and acknowledg- 
ment ; O what great troubles and ad 
verſities haſt thou ſhewed me; and yet 
didft thou turn and refreſh me, yea and 
broughteſt me from the deep of the 


Pal. I. 19, 
69. 29. IS. 
36. 


earth again : Thou haſt broaght me to 


great honour , and comforted me on 
every fide: Thus hath God emi- 
nently done with divers, thus we 
may be aſſured that he will doe com- 
petently with us, it with the like 
taith and - patience, we do, as they 
did, rely and wait upon him. 


6. But farther, imagine or ſuppoſe, . 
that our condition ( ſo irkſome to us. 


at preſent) will certainly hold on to 


the 


1.14 


Eccl. 'L 6 
{ PAL aF*' 19. T7 had 
fainted, if 7 


ved to ſee the 5 of 
EET: 


- living. 


.x Chron. 
"5 


Ge 
Plal. 98. 39 
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the utmoſt ; yet confider- alfo, thatit 
ſoon will ceafe, and change of it ſelf: 
ſmce we are mortal, our evils cannot 


| be perpetual, we cannot long be in- 


feſted with them. 

As it may _— and _ all 
the ty in world , to con- 
dag it is very fading and 
ſhort-lived, that its ſplendour is but 
a blaze, its pleaſure but a flaſh, its joy 
but as the crackling of 
thorns; fo it ſhould abate, 
and ſweeten any adverfi- 
ty , to remember, that it 
is paſimg away, and ſud- 
denſy will be - Pur, 
I fay, the worſt caſe that can be, that 
it were certainly determined, and we 
did as certainly know it, that thoſe 
things which cauſe our difpkaſure , 
ſhould continue through our whole 
life ; yet ſince our life it ſelf will foon 
be ſpun our, and with it allour world- 
ly evils will vaniſh, Why are we trou- 
bled 2 What is aid of our felves muſt 
in conſ ce be truely applied to 


not belze- 


29- them; 7hey flee like a ſhadow, and con- 
_ timue not ; they are, winds paſſing and 
Jam, 4. 14. coming not again; they are vdpours ap- 


fearing 


dts, 
p, : 3h, ones fs 
d 
. 
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pearing for a little time, aud they wa- 

wiſhing away ; they wither like graſs , TH $0 5: 
and fade away as a leaf ; titey may 5, © 7 
die before us, they cannot out-live us : 
our life is but a hand breadth ; And Pal. 39. 5, 
caq then our evils have any vaſt 


bulk 2 wer age ® as nv» i 

thing, And can any craſ- ma brevia tolerabilia 

ſes "Thmkiia be then any XZ G2 0 es 

great matter 2 How can 

any thing fo very ſhort be very into- 

lerable? It is but 36\yo agn van 

Sw7e;, being ( as St. Peter ſpeaketh) 

a little while yet aggrieved; it is but 1 Pet. 1.6. 

1x2 gy 00oy Dew0, a ſmall quantity what- 

ever it be of time , as the Apoſtle 

to the Zebrews ſaith, that we need Heb. 10. 26, 
atience ; it is but 79 7nggungg ines 77: 

pegy This FArfews , aw affliction for a 2 Cor. 4. 19. 

preſent moment ; and therefore, as 

St. Paul intimateth, light and inconſ- 

derable that we are to undergo. We 

have but a very narrow ittrait of 

time to paſs over, but we ſhall land 

on the firm, and vaſt continent of 

eternity ; when we ſhall be freed from 

all the troubleſome agitations , from 

all the perilious ftorms, from all the- 

nauſeous qualms of this navigation ; 

| za Ts 


I16 


Pt-ocyl. 
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death (- which may be very near, 


which cannot be far oft) is a ſure 


haven ffom ll the tempeſts of life, a 
ſafe refuge from all the perſecutions of 


\ the world, an infallible medicine for 


all the diſeaſes of our mind, and of our 
ſtate: it will enlarge us from all re- 
ſtraints, it will diſcharge all our debts, 


1t will eaſe us from all our toils, it will 


ſtifle all our cares, it will veil all our 
diſgraces ; it will ftill all our com- 
plaints, and bury. all our. diſquiets ; 
it will wipe all tears from our eyes, 
and baniſh all forrow from. our hearts: 

it perfetly will levell all 


"[ovs pe Gow, "& conditions, ſetting the high 
a > ear tt EIT | ic| 
neſts Jore votre and low, the rich and poor, 


the wiſe and. ignorant 
all. together . upon. even 


ground ; ſmothering all. the pomp 


and glories, ſwallowing all the-wealth 
and treaſures of the world. 

It is therefore but holding out a 

_ - while, and all our moleſta- 


KeeTlot tion, of its own accord, 
©, UEINE:S T®& Yeviw Xt- . - . . 
e'C:Y7, rim 2ae/tux 76 WILL expire; time certain- 


Ayge Plut. ad Apoll. Iy will cure us; but it. is 


better that we ſhould owe 
that benefit to reaſon, and let it pre- 
| ſently 
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ſently comfort us: It is better, by ra- 
tional conſideration, to work content 
in our ſelves, uſing the brevity and 


frailty of our life as an argument to- 


ſuſtain us 1n our adverſity, than onely 
to. find the end thereof as a natural 
| and neceſſary means of evaſion from 
It. 
Serious reflexions upon our mor- 
tality, is indeed; upon many accompts, 
a. powerfull antidote againſt 'diſcon- 
tent ; being apt to extirpate the moſt 
radical cauſes thereof. 

Is it becauſe we much admire theſe 
worldly things, that we ſo much 
grieve for the-want of them ? this 
will quell that admiration ; For how 
can we admire them, if we conſider, 
how in regard- to us they are ſo very 


tranſitory, and evanid ? How can we - 


deem them much worth the having , 
when we can, for ſo little time, enjoy 
them, muſt ſo very ſoon quite part 
from them ? 

How can we dote on the world , 


17 


ſeeing The world (as St. Fohn faith ) x Joh. 2. 27. 


paſſeth away, and the defire thereof 2 


1 Cor. 9.3. 
Eccl. 1.3, . 


_ How- can we value any worldly 
glory, fince AZ the glory of men us (as 1 Pet, 2. 24+ 
| I | 


3 Saint 


r18 


Pſal-49. 12. 
82. 6. 


Prov. 27-24 
TH. 4+. | 
Jam. 1. 11+ 


Heb. 11. 25+ 


* Cor. I 5. 
32. 


Pla). 46. 4. 


P.al. 4, 16 
Feclef.g, k Op 
#14 
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Se. Peter teileth us /) as the flower of- 
the graſs; finee, as the P/almzft ſaith 
Masu in honour abideth not, but is like 
the beaſts that periſh ? 

How can we ſet oar heart onriches, 
conſidering that Riches are not for 
ever, nor ca (as the Wiſe-man faith ) 
deliver from death ; that , as Saint 
Fames admoniſheth, 7he rich man fa- 
deth in his ways ; that it may be ſaid 
to any rich man, as it was to him in 
the Goſpel ; Thou fool, this night thy 
life ſhall be required of thee, and what 
thou haſt prepared to whom ſhalt it 


fall? How can we fanſte pleaſure, ſee- 


Ing it is but Teloxaigos; amAguors, 4 


very temporary fruition; ſeeing how- © - 


ever we do eat, or drink, or play, it 

followeth, the morrow we ſhall die 2 
| Howecan we evenadmuire any fecy- 
lar wifedom , or knowledge, ſeeing 
that it is ( as the P/almiſs telleth us) 
true of every man, that ——— hs 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to 
his earth, in that wery day his thoughts 
periſh; particularly it is ſeen that wiſe- 
men die, no otherwife than as rhe foo- 
lifh, and brutiſh perſon periſheth; that, 
as Sajomoy with regret obſerved, There 
U 


v 
7 + 
! 
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is-1e werk, uor device, ner knowledge, 
or wiſedom in the grave whither we 
are going, 

_ Do we admire the condition of 


thoſe, who, upon the ſtage, do appear 


in the ſtate of Kings, do act the part 
of ' wealthy men, do talk gravely and 
wiſely like Judges or Philoſophers for 
an hour or two? If we do not ad- 
mire thoſe ſhadows and mockeries of 
ſtate, Why.do we admire any ap- 
pearances upon this , theatre of the 
world ,- which are ſcarce a whit leſs 
deceitfull , or m@e durable than 
they 2? | 
Is it an envious or, difdainfull re- 
gret at the advantages of others before 
us ( of others. perhaps that are un- 
worthy and unfit, or that are, as we 
conceit, no more worthy and capable 
than our ſelves ) that gnaweth our 
heart ? is it, that ſuch perſons are 
more wealthy, more honourable, in 
greater favour or repute, than we, that 
vexeth us? the conſideration how lit- 
tle time thoſe ſlender preeminences 
will laſt, may ( if better remedies 
want due efficacy ) ſerve toward root» 
ing out that diſcaſe 3 the P/a/mi/f doth 
'Y Las 7 ſeveral 


TT 


4 
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_ Plal. 37: 3,2- ſeveral times , preſcribe it ; Fre#-not 
thy ſeif ( faith he) againſt evil doers, 
 meither be thou envious againſt the 
workers of iniquity, for they ſhall ſoon 
be cut down like the graſs, and withes 

Plal. 49. 17-. as the green herb; and, again, Be wot 

'* afraid when one is made rich, and whes 
the glory of his houſe is encreaſed ; for 

when he dieth he ſhall carry nothing 
away, his glory fhall not deſcend after 

him : and he being fallen into this 
ſcurvy diſtemper, did follow his own 

Plal. 73-3 preſcription , 7 was, ſaith he, exvzous 

"7: — at the fooliſh, when I ſaw the proſperi- 

ty of the wicked—untill I went into 
the ſanftnary of. God, then underſtood 
7 their end ; ſurely thou didſt ſet them 
in ſlippery places How are they 
brought into deſolation as in a moment 2? 
So likewiſe doth So/omon preſcribe : 

Prov.23: 17, Let not ( faith he ) thine heart envy 

ts: famers; Why not ? becauſe ſurely there 
is an end, aud thine expetlation ſhall 
ot be cut off : there will be a cloſe of 
his undeſerved proſperity, and a good 
ſucceſs to thy well-grounded hope. 
So whatever doth breed [diſcontent , 
the reflexion upon our mortal and 
frail ſlate will be apt to remove it. - 
Wy ; ' | | It 
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It was that which comforted Fob , 
and fortified his patience - under ſo 


grievous preſſures; AU the days of my Job 14. 
appointed time (ſaid he) 7 will wait til] 1 I4« 14, 


my change come : He would not be wea- 
ry while he lived of his afflictions, 4e- 


cauſe the days of man are few, and full Gen. 47. 9, 


of trouble : If they are fall of trouble, 
and that be a fadning 'confideration ; 


_ yet they are few, and that maketh a- 


mends, that is comfortable. 

7. T add, that it is fomewhat con- 
ſolatory to- conſider , that the worſe 
our condition 1s here, the better we 
may hope our future ſtate will be; 
the more trouble and ſorrow we en- 
dure, the leſs of worldly fatisfa&tion 
we enjoy here, the leſs puniſhment we 
have to fear, the more comfort we 
may hope. to' find hereafter; for as it 


is 2 wotull thing to have received our | 


portion , to have enjoyed 'our conſolq- 
tion in this life, fo tis a happy thing 


to have undergone our pain here. A - 


Purgatory under-ground 1s probably 
a fable ; 'but a purgatory- upon earth 
hath good foundations ; God is wont 
ſo to order it, that all men, that eſpe- 
cially good men, ſhall undergo it: tor, 
What 


I2I 


£22 
Aeb. 12. 7- 


" Tim- 3-12» 
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What Son is there whom the Father 
doth not chaſten * All that will live 


godly in Chriſt Feſus , muſt ſuffer per- 


. 


ſecution. 


_ 8. Alike conſolation it is to conſider, 
that wealth and proſperity are great 
talents, for the improvement of which 
we mult render a ſtrict accompt, fo 
that to whom much is given, from hinn 
much ſhall be required ; fo that they 


are, in effec, a burthen; from which 


poverty includes an exemption ; for 
the leſs we have, the leſs we have to 
doe, the leſs we are reſponſible for ; 
our burthen is ſmaller, our accompt 
will be more eaſle. 

9. I thall in reference to our condi- 
tion, and the nature of thoſe things 
which cauſe our diſcontent, but pro- 
poſe one conſideration more, or ask 
; one queſtion : What is it 


Tay ui Suvamny ipie- that we do want, or wai 
be yrs $ wk | —_— k 
Joy, Shyug Ivory oy los ws . 
We want, which by our care 


on» mls doure. Epi% 3 and induſtry we can pro- 


for? Is it any good we 


cure? Is it any evil that 
aftliceth us, which by the like means 
we can evade? if it be fo, Why then 
do we not vigorouſly apply our ſelves 


to 
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to the buſmeſs > Why do we not, in- 
ſtead of idle vexation, and 


inefetual complaints, uſe , ——Ilales vige wt 


&12vdxle 5 


the means offered for our "Ez2s If mpinci, neS* 
relief? Do we like and Gow Fwy. Aur. Carm. 


love troubk ? let us then 

be content to bear it ; Jet us hug it, 
and keep it cloſe ; if not, let us em- 
ploy the forces afforded us by nature, 
and by occaſion, to repell and re- 
move it. 

But if we grieve and moan, þe- 
cauſe we: cannot obtain fome good 
above our reach, or not decline ſome 
unavoidable epil, what doe we there- 
by bur palpably expreſs our folly, and 
wilfatly heighten our woe ; adding 
voluntary diſpleaſure to the heap of 
neceſſary want or pou; impreſſing 
more deeply on our ſelves the ſenfe of 
them? in ſuch a caſe pa- wy 


tience is inftead of a re- —revius fit patientif 
medy, which, though it Quicquid corrigere off nefare 


donor thoroughly cure the T- 


malady, yet it ſomewhat 


alleviateth it, preven ting Animus &quus optimum 
many bad ſymptomes, and eft erumne condimentum. 


aflwaging the paroxyfms Plaut, Rid. 


thereof, What booteth it - 
| to 
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fo winſe. and' kick ' againſt our for- 
'8-1 &4- tune? to doe ſo will inflame us, and 
le X14 make us foam, but will not relieve 
20, x dpew- OF Caſe us: If we cannot get out of 
5g z Tis the net, or, the cage, to flutter and 
AolTals Tols | . | . 
averimrrany OUNCE Will doe nothing. but batter 
5uiy S and. bruiſe us. - 
yols GAY u1- AED ; | | 
Tx 2; aWHEyTes 6 ubyoy vAyucty Sm rauTNG xe To Se mee gy 
Viay, &\? uy, taimcyouey Tm. dtvde Chryſ. Ard. 3 
Ol os 76 auger Jenwvir]e 6lhy & nepdunumy cAuQues= 
paever, avidens Md Cicnmylaiy, of maggtuluci oy] S)oy 7 HyYtuorde 


Theod. Ep. 15, 


"But farther, .to allay.qur diſcon- 
tents, let us conſider the world, and 
general ſtate of men here. 

\ 1. Look fir/#-upon the world, as it 
is commonly managed, and ordered 
by men : thou .perhaps art diſpleaſed, 
that thou doſt not proſper and thrive. 
therein, that thon Joſt not ſhare in 
the goods of it ; that its accommoda- 

. tions and preferments are all fnapt. 
from thee ; that thy pretences are not 
ſatisfied , and thy deſigns fail ; this 
thou doſt take to be ſomewhat hard, 
and unequal; and therefore art grie- 
ved. Butif thouart wiſe, thou ſhouldſt 
not wonder ; if thou art 'good, thou 
ſhouldſt not be vexed hereat oF 

| thou 
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thou haſt not, perhaps, any cap: city 
for this world; thy temper nd dif- 
poſition are not framed to ſte with 
its way ; thy principles and rules do 
claſh with it , thy refolutions and de- 
ſigns do not well comport with pro- 
ſperity here ; thou canſt not, or wilt 
not uſe the means needfull tocompaſs 
worldly ends : Thou perhaps haſt a 
meek, quiet, modeſt, ſincere, ſteady 
diſpoſition ; thou canſt not be prag- 
matical , and boiſterous, eager and 
fierce, importunately troubleſome, in- 
tolerably confident , unaccomptably 
verſatile, and various: Thou haſt cer- 
tain pedantick notions about right and 
wrong, certain Romantick fancies a- 
bout another world ( unlike to this ) 
which thou doſt  ſtifly adhere to , 
and which have an influence upon 
thy aCtions : thou haſt a ſqueamiſh 
conſcience, which cannot reliſh this , 
cannot digeſt that advantageous courſe 
of proceeding ; a ſcrupulous humour, 
that hampereth thee, and curbeth thee 
from attempting many things which 
would ſerve thy purpoſe ; thou haſt 
a ſpice of filly generoſity, : which ma- 
keth divers profitable ways.of acting 
We | (ſuch 


So «a +4 
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planting others by- detrachon and ca- 


_  lmmnny, ſoothing and flattering people} 


to be below thee, and unworthy of 


_ thee; Thou thinkeſt thy ſelt obliged, 


and art peremptorily refolved to ob- 


 ferve ſtrict rules of juſtice, of humani- 


ty, of charity, to ſpeak as thou mea- 
neſt, to doe as thou wouldſt be done 
to, to wrong no man any-wile, to con- 
ſider and tender the caſe of other men 
as thine own: Thy deſigns are honeſt 
and moderate, conducible to ( or at 
feaſt confiſtent with ) the publick 
good, injurious, or hurtfull to no man; 
Thou carneſt -on thy deſftgns by fair 
ways, by a modeſt care, and 

diigence ; nor caoſt be drawn to uſe 
any other , how ſocmingly necdfull 
foever, which do ſavour of fraud, vio+ 


lence, any fort of wrong or baſeneſs: 


Thou haſt an honeſt pride and haugh- 
tineſs of mind, which will not let thee 
condeſcend to uſe thoſe ily tricks , 
crooked ways and ſhifts, which com- 
monly are the compendious and moſt 
cfietual ways of accompliſhing de- 
figns here : Thou art, in fine { like 
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and proceedings, pervicax refi, wil- 
fully and previſhly honeſt : Such an 
one perhaps thou art, and ſuch is thy 
way ; And canſt thou hope to be any 
body, or get any thing here > Shall 
ſuch a ſuperſtitious © , ſuch a con- 
ſcientious ſimpleron, fuch a baſhfull 
ſneaksby, ſo phantaſtick a 
philoſopher pretend toany 
thing here? No, thou art 


2257 


\ 


T# ou vous Jealuis 
Tv 3) amxyoy % Tess 
7us Ty Clu 5aggaes mwTvs 


here piſcis in arido, quite drsxn{/tuy. Nate Ep- 


our of thy element ; this 
world is not for thee to thrive in. 

This world is for worldlings te 
poſſeſs, and enjoy : /t was ( fay the 
Rabbins ) made for the preſumptuous ; 
and although God did not altogether 
deſign it for them, yet men have al- 
moſt made it fo : They are beſt qua- 
lified to thrive in it, who can luſtily 
buſtle, and ſcramble ; who can fierce- 
ly (wagper and huff ; who can fawn; 
who can wind and wriggle like a Ser- 
pent ; who can _ cog and gloze ; 
who can neatly ſhuffle and 


juggle ; who can ſhrewdly =, Qzod fecillimum fattu 
over-reach and undermine ft _— —— 


others ; thoſe ſlippery wi- Tac. &#f. t. 


iy artiſts, who can veere 
| any 
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any whither with any wind ; thoſe 
men of injpregnable confidence, who 

can inſiſt upon any pretefices ; who 
can. be indefatigably and irreſiſtibly 
urgent, nor will. be repulſed or bat- 

fled by any means; thoſe who have 

E- a temper ſolaxe and ſupple, that they 

IJ can bend it to-any compliance advan- 

- tageous to.them ; who have a ſpirit 
ſo limber, that they can ſtretch it any 

-, .. -- - Whither; who have face enough, and 

' * © conſcience little enough to doe any 

thing ; who have no certain princi- 

ples,but- ſuch as will ſort with their in- 

N tereſts; no rules but ſuch 

"Pordarys cedlny7; - Lexbian and leaden ones , 

perdonyles amy Tiw ms that eaſily may be accom- 

ws Xp $"» modated to their purpoſes: 

bs 8ijue FEl13- 39+ whoſe deſigns all tend to 

| their own private advan- 

tage, without any regard to the pub- 

lick, or to the good of others ; who 

- can uſe any means conducible to ſuch 
deſigns, bogling at nothing which ſer- 

| | veth their purpoſe ; not caring what 
they fay, be it true or falſe; what they 

....,- doe, be it right or wrong, ſo it ſeent 
+ + profitable: this.is called wiſedom, pru- 

dence, dexterity, ability, ELee 
0 
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of men, and of the world, and I know 
riot what beſide; in the Scrzptare, the 
wiſedom of the world, and of the fleſh, 
craft, gnile, deceit, wiz, &c, For ſuch 
perſons it is to flouriſh in this world ; 
Behold, theſe ( ſaith the Pſalmiſt ) Pal. 73: 12. 
are the ungodly, who proſper in the ® 
world; and who encreaſe in riches; 
They are not in trouble as other men , 
neither are they plagued like other 
men; Their eyes ſtand out with fat- 
neſs, they have more than heart could 
wiſh : They it is who love the world, 1 Joh. 2. 16. 
who ſeek it, who ſtudy and labour 

- for it, who ſpend all their time, and 
employ all their care about it; And 

is 1t not fit they ſhould have it? 

Is it not a pity they ſhould miſs it 2 

Is it not natural, that they who ſow 

to the fleſh, ſhould reap from the fleſh 2 
Should not -they who uſe the proper 
means , obtain the end? Should not 
they arrive at the place, who proceed 

in the dire road thither ? 

But for thee, who canſt not find in 
thy heart to uſe the means, why doſt 
thou hope to compaſs the end; or 
grieve for. not attaining it 2 Why doſt 
thou blend and jumble ſuch inconſi- 

| K ſtences 


- 
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ſtences together,as the cager deſires of 
this, and the hopes of another world ? 
It becometh not ſuch a gallant to 
whine , and pule. If thou wilt be 
brave, be brave indeed ; ſingly, and 
thoroughly ; be not a double-hearted 
mongrel ; think not of ſatisfying thy 
mind, and driving on other intereſts 
together ; of enjoying the conceit of 
being an honeſt man, with the deſign 
of being a rich or great man; of arri- 
ving to the happineſs. of the other 
world, and attaining proſperity in 
this; Wouldſt thou enjoy both theſe 2 
What conſcience 1s: there in that ? 
Leave rather this world- unto thoſe , 

who are more fit for it, who ſeem 
better to deſerve it, who venture fo 
much, and take ſuch, pains for it; do 


_ Not go to rob them of this Nender re- 


ward; but with content ſee them to 
enjoy the fruits of their labour and 
hazard: Be thou fatisfied with the 
conſequences of thy vertuous refoluti- 
ons and proceedings.; if it be worth 
thy while to live innocently, modeſt- 
Iy and conſcientiouſly, doe it, and be 
ſatisfied; ſpoil not thine expectations 
by repining, at. the want. of theſe 
things, 
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things, which thy circumſtances reit- 
der incompatible with them ; Follow 
effeftually the holy Parrzarchs, ahd 
Apoſtles, who, without tegret, forſook 
all, and chearfully went thither, whi- 
ther confciedce and duty called them ; 
if thoi art hot willing todoe ſo, Why 
_dbſt thou pretend to the ſame princi- 
ples, or hope for the, like rewards ? 
But leaving the conſideration of the 
werld as man hath made it ; Conſ1- 
det that this world 1s not | 
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in its nature; or deſign, 4 1 Cof. 10. 13, 


place of perfe&t caſe and Fn or a ew 6 Clo 
S op mY « SF 4 * A 
cotiventeface, of pure de- abode 7 Cyl p F oy 


light and fatisfation:What =: (p. 166: 


is this world but a region 

of tumult and trouble ; a theatre of 
vanity and diſaſters ; the kingdom of 
care, of fear; of grief and pain ; of fa- 
ticty, of diſappointment, of regret and 
repentance ? we came not hither to 
doe our will, of enjoy our 


ot, : | vs _ Ov veveuoernnoTes HA- 
pleaſure ; we are hot bot ego Flue: 


to make laws for our ſelves, ad Apollon. 
or to pick our condition fs 
here : No, this world is a place of ba- 


niſhment from our firſt countrey, and 


the original felicity we were deſigned 
2 to 
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to; this life is a ſtate of travel toward 
another better countrey,and ſeat of reſt : 
and well it is, 1n ſuch caſes, ( well it 


is, I ſay, for us as exiles, and travel- 


lers) if we can find any tolerable ac-. 
commodation, .if we can, make any. 
hard ſhift ;.It ſhould not be ſtrange 
to us, if in'this our peregrination we 
do meet . with: rough paſlages ,. foul 
ways, hard. lodging, ſcant or courſe 
fare ; if we complain of ſuch things, 
we do not ſurely conſider where we 
are, whence we came, whither we are 
going ; we forget that we are the ſons 


of Adam, the heirs of fin and ſorrow, 


who have forfeited our reit and joy 
upon earth; we conſider not, how 
unavoidable the effets are of that 
fatal condemnation and curſe, which 
followed our firſt tranſgrefſion ; we 

mind'not that the perfeCti- 


| £5 24% {- On and purity of the bleſ- 
Timor guoey o wox9m ſings we have: loſt is not 


Cater ira 3 275 to be found on this ſide 
nr Haidsws, the celeſtial paradiſe. This 
671Ivjulay LEM TOY x #. | 

GS of of pas. tm world is purpoſely made 
Chryſ. drde. 5. _ ſomewhat unpleaſant. to 


us, leſt we. ſhould over- 
much delight in it, be unwilling to 
_ part 


is good for us to be here. 


This life is a ſtate of probation and 
exerciſe, like to that ( which prefigu- 
red and repreſented it.) of God's peo- 


ple in the wilderneſs, 


wherein God 'lJeadeth us 


through many difficulries 
and hazards, in many 
wants and hardſhips , to 
humble and prove us, in or- 
der to the fitting us for a- 


nother more happy ſtate. - 


No temptation therefore 


( or affliction ) can ſeize 


upon us, but ſuch as is hu- 
mane; that is, ſuch as 1s 
natural and proper to men, 
2 CRE | 

tis the conſideration,which 
St. Paul uſeth to comfort 
and ſupport us in troubles; 


and a plainly good one it is, for ſee- 
ing Man ( as Eliphaz faith ) is born Job s. 7. 
to trouble as the ſparks fly upward; that 


nothing is more natural to 


any thing, than trouble is 
to'us; if we are diſpleaſed #- 244+ 


therewith, we are in effe& 


K 3 
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part with it, with to ſet up our reſt 
here, and fay, Bonum eff efſe hic ; It 


. 


_ 8. 23» : 

- AoHCuo% Xen, 070 ev 
Al eg % WW apd- 
veaV Keegy 0 WEnhoy E510 
aiay* os S0 THAT parus 
* of itſewr maps;e 
Chryſ. ad Stagir. 2+ 
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| pleafed that we are men ; 
It was the doom of mqn At implicth that we aladly 


to eat his bread m forrow 
all the days of "his life, would pur oty our nature, 


Gen. 3. 17- and ceale to be our ſelves ; 
we grieve that we are 
come to live in this warld ; and as 
well might we be vexed that we are 
nat Angels ; or that we 
Eel 1. 14: "A i u6- are not yet in heaven, 
nity and vexation f hich is the onely place 
| exempt from inconvenien- 
cies and troubles, where alane there 
Apoc. 21. 4+ 75 yo ſorrow, n0 clamogr, no pan. 
It hath always been, and it wall 
_ _ ever be an univerſal com- 
'O Clos Jayds © Cris, plaint and lamentation, 
Ms Cuupoege | that the life of man and 
Bios 33 Gros” bots me- troubleare individual com- 
th Typ me Ei panions, continually, and 
mk cloſely ſticking one to the 
other ; that life and miſery 
Quid eft diu vivere, ni- are but ſeveral names of 
fi daiu PR. 2 Aug. the ſame thing; that our 
ſlate here is nothing elle, 
| but a combination of | yarious eyils 
| ( made up of cares, of labpurs, of dan- 
gers, of diſappointments, of diſcords, 
of difquiets,, of diſeaſes, of manifold 
yaun and Þrrows Jo that all Tin 
rom 
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from wailing infancy to querulous de- 
crepitneſs, and all conditions, from the 
carefull ſceptre to the painfull ſpade , 
are fraught with many 


eat inconveniencies pe- _ Inv war 38 gaue Ke 
Sf "ty Oy, FAN 5 JAReIHe 


culiar to each of them ; yegoq 
that all the face of the earth 
is overſpread with miſchiefs as with a 
general and perpetual deluge ; that 
nothing perfe&tly ſound, nothing ſafe, 
nothing ſtable, nothing ferene is here 
to be found ; this with one ſad voice 
all mankind reſoundeth ; this our Ps- 
ets are ever moantully ſinging , this 
our Philoſophers do gravely incul- 
cate ; this the experience of all times 
loudly prochameth ; For what are all 
hiſtories but continual regiſters of the 
evils incident to men; what do they 
all deſcribe , but wars and flaughters, 
mutinies and feditions, tumults and 
confufions, devaſtations and ruines ? 
What do they tell us, but of men fu- 
riouſly ſtriving together, circumvent- 
ing, ſpoiling, deſtroying one another? 
What do we daily hear reported, but 
cruel brotls, bloudy battels, and tragi- 
cal events ; great numbers of men 
ſlain, wounded, hurried into captivity ; 
KR 4 Cities 
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cities ſacked and raſed, countries ha- 


rafſed and depopulated ; kingdoms 

and commonwealths overturned 2 \ 
What do we ſee before us but men 
carking , toiling , bickering ; - ſome 
worn out with labour , ſome pining 
away for want , ſome groaning un- 
der pain ? And amidſt ſo. 
- many common miferies 

erre quam ſortem pati- 

untur omnes Nemo recuſet. and misfortunes, in ſo ge- 
Sctt. Troade = \.__nerally confuſed and dif- 
mal a ſtate of things, is it - 
2b ls adder renee. OE ridiculouſly abſurd for 
nature, quod graviſſinum ys, doth it not argue 1n us 


fecit , commune” feciſſe ," ut 
erudelitatem fatt tl") co 4 prodigious fond neſs of 


tur equalitss, Sen. ad * felf-love, heinouſly to re- 

| Foro." 21. ſent, or impatiently to be- 

moan our particular, and 

private croſſes 2 May not reaſonably 

that expoſtulation of Feremy to Ba- 

| ruch reach us? The Lord ſaith thus s 
Jer: 45+ 4+ 5+ Behold that which I have built, 

will break down; and that which 7 

have planted I _ pluck up, even this 

whole land; And ſeekeſt thou great 

things for thy ſelf > ſeek them not ; 

for behold [ will bring evil on al 


feſh. 


4- Again, 


P A 
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Again, if we more cloſely and 


particularly ſurvey the ſtates of other 
men ( of our brethren every where , 

of our neighbours all about us ) and 
compare our caſe with theirs, our 
condition hardly can appear to us ſo 
bad, but that we have many conſorts 
and aſſociates therein ; many as ill , 

many far worlſe beſtead thanour ſelves. 
How many of our brethren in the 
world may we obſerve conflictin 

with extreme. penury and diſtreſs ; 

how many undergoing continual hard 
drudgeries to maintain their lives ; 
how many ſorely pinched with hun- 
ger and cold ; how many tortured 
with grievous ſickneſs; how many 
oppreſſed with debt ; how many 
ſhut up under cloſe reſtraint ; how 
many detained in horrible ſlavery ; . 
how many by the waſting rage of 
war rifled of their goods, driven from 
their homes, diſpoſſeſſed of all com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence > How many, in 
fine, paſſing their Jives 1n all the in- 
conveniencies of rude, beggarly, ſor- 


did and favage barbariſm? And who | 


of us have, in any meaſure, taſted of 
theſe, or of the like calamities ? Yet. 


are 
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are theſe ſufferers, all of them , the 

fame, in nature, with us ; many of 

them ( as reaſon, as humility, as cha- 

rity do oblige us to believe ) deſerve 

as well, divers of them much better 

than our ſelves: What reaſon then 

can we have to conceive our caſe ſo 

hard, or to complain thereof 2 Were. 

we the onely perſons expoſed to trou- 

ble, or the fingle marks of adverſe 

fortune ; could we truly fay with the 

Lam, 1. 12. Prophet ; Behold, af there be any ſor- 

row like my ſorrow : We might ſeem 

a little unhappy ; but ſince we have 

ſo much good company 1n our con- 

| ceived woe; fince it is fo 

wn Nec Yara UVIdem#Ys ordinary a4 thing to be 

ue pateris 3 caſus multis, poor, and diſtreſſed ; fince 
ic cognitus (F jam. A 1 

our ' caſe is ( as the Poet 

 Trioue, © © medio fortune ſpegketh |) not rare , bur 

13: Ve 8. os commonly keown, trite, and 

drawn out from the heap 

of lots, offered to men by fortune : ſince 

pitifyull objects do thus environ and 

5» es ; 'tis plainly reaſonable , 

7 humane and juſt, that we 

——_ =” extra thould without murmur- 

|  Ponendum,$c, Juy. Sat, 10g take, and bear our Jot : 

13+ Ve 140. | For what privilege have 

| | we 
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we to alledge, that we rather than 0- 
thers ſhauld be untouched by the grie- 
vances, to which mankind is abnoxi- 
ous 2 Whence may we pretend to be 
the ſpecial fayourites, mignons, priva- 
da's and darlings of fortune > Why 
may not God well deal with us, as he 
doth with other men ; what grounds 


haye we to challenge, or to expe, 


that he ſhould be partial toward us ; 
why ſhould we imagine; that he muſt 
continually doe miracles in our be- 
half, cauſing all thoſe evils, which fall 
upon our neighbours all about, to skip 


over us; bedewing us, like Gzdeox's Jud. 6. 37. 


Fleece, with plenty and joy, while all 
the earth beſide is dry ; cauſing us, 


* like the three children, to walk in this Dan, 3: 25+ 
wide furnace , unſcorched and un- 


ſinged by the flames encompaſling us? 
Are we not men framed of the ſame 


mold ; are we not ſinners guilty of 


like offences, with the meaneſt pea- 
ſant, the pooreſt beggar, the moſt 
wretched ſlave( if ſo, then a parity 
of fortuge with any men doth be- 

come us, and may be due to us; then 
 1t 15a perverſe and unjuſt froward- 
nels to be diſpleaſed with our lot ; we 
hat - TT | Nay, 
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may, if we pleaſe, pity the common 

ſtate of men, but we cannot reaſona- 

bly complain of our own; doing ſo. 

plainly doth argue, that we do un- 

meaſurably overprize , and overlove 

our ſelves. When once a great Xing 

did exceſſively, and obſtinately grieve 

tor the death of his wife, whom he 

tenderly loved, a Philoſopher obſer- 

ving it, told him, © That he was 

* ready to comfort him by reſtoring 

* her to life, ſuppoſing onely, that he 

* would ſupply what was needtull to- 

** ward the performing it ; © The XA7ng 

* ſaid he was ready to furniſh him 

* with any thing; the Phzloſopher an- 

{werd , © That he was provided with 

*all things neceſlary , except one 

* thing ; what that was the Xzng de- 

* manded ; he replied, That if he 

would upon his wifes Tomb inſcribe the 

names of three perſons, who never mour- 

ned, fhe preſently would revive: the 

King, after enquiry , told the Phzloſo- 

"En mymy Sm pher, That he could not 
m]s Selwris avaidlu,us find one ſuch man : Why 
ee iz, "& then, O abſurdeſt of all men 
FXALKES, 9 WE Cva | 4 . 
5 mils yeyorirer Guoreyy ( ſaid the Philoſopher ſmi- 

Eres mids For weir, Yang) art theu not aſhamed 
\ Brag tl to moan as if thou hadſt 

alone 
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alone faBen into ſo grievous a caſe ; 


whenas thou canſt not find one perſon, 
that ever was free from ſuch domeſtick 
affliftion : So might the naming one 
perſon; exempted from inconvenien- 
cies, like tothoſe we undergo, be ſafe- 
ly propoſed to us as a certain cure of 
ours; but if we find the condition im- 
poſlible, then is the generality of the 
caſe a ſufficient ground of 
content to us ; then may © Tlagnece mt 1223 I? 
we, as the wiſe Poet advi- 7igov xaxey, Menand. 
ſeth', ſolace our own evils 
by the evils of others, ſo frequent and 
obvious to us. | | 
5. We are indeed very apt to look 


upward toward thoſe few, 
Nulli ad aliena reſpicten- 


who, in ſuppoſed advanta- . 
 ges of life (in wealth, dig- 72am Sen- de ts 


nity, or reputation ) do 

ſeem to tranſcend, or to precede us, 
grudging and repining at their for- 

tune ; but ſeldom do we caſt down 

our eyes on thoſe innumerably many 

good people, who lie be- oy” 
neath us in all manner of _—_ Fa 
accommodations , pitying Tirbe camparet , bunc 


Y atq; hunc ſuperare laboret : 
their mean, or hard con- *7,",#7.erius, wc. 


dition; like racers we look Hor. Sar. 1, 


forward, 
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fotward, and purſue thoſe who go be- 
fore us, but trefle& tiot backward, or 
conſider thoſe who colnie behind vs: 
two or three oit-ſhining ts 'in fore 
flender piece of ptofpetity, doth raiſe 
diffatisfa&tion in us; whitle the dole- 
full ſtate of thillions doth 


__—_— affeft us with 3- 
UV1X7 TYIEY —_ by et 4 
Dicar, &c. Hor. Sat. r. DY regard of compaſſion : 


henee fo general diſcon- 
tetit ſpringeth, hence ſo few ate fa- 
tisfied with ' their condition ; an epi- 
derfitcal eye-ſore moleſting 


fus Deos, Gy adverſus vitim man, of whatfoever cort- 
ram, cogite Miam m9 dition, who is not in ſome. 


anteceſſeris. SEN, Ep. 15. 


deſirable thitigs out-ftrip- 
ped by others ; none is ſo 


| Wunquan erit feliz, quem high itt fottune, but ano- 
torquebit felictor. Sen. de ther int wit or wiſedom, in 


Ira. 3. 31. Vid. Ib. 


health, or firefgth,or beau: 
ry, itt teputation or efteetr 
of men may ſeem to excell him ; he 
therefore looking with an evz/ or ert- 
vious eye on ſuch perſons , and with 
ſenſeleſs diſregard paſſing over the teft 
of men, doth eaſtly thereby lofe his 
eaſe «and ſatisfaction from his own 
eſtate : whereas if we would — 
tac 
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thecaſe of moſt men, we ſhould ſee a- 
bundant reaſon to be fatisfied with our 
own; if we would 4 little feel the ca- 
lamities of our neighbours, we ſhould 
little refent our own croſſes ; a kind- 
ly cominiferation of others more 

teyous diſaſters would drown the 
ſenſe of our lefler difappointments. 

If with any competent heedfullneſs 
we view pertfons and things before us, 
we ſhall eafily diſcern, 'that what ab- 
ſolutely feemeth great ard weighty , 
ts indeed comparatively very ſmall 
and light ; that things are 
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not fo unequally diſpenfed, 
but that we have our full 
| ſhare in good, and no more 
than our part in evil; 
"* that Socrates had reaſon 
to ſappoſe , that, if we 
ſhould bring into one com- 


mon ſtock all our miſhaps , 


E; guney& Kaulluy Bis 79 
xoirdy tis dT Xias, Ge 
HEAG% T3. Lovy Eragon, a- 
Graves by TY mMGics TAS 
dvToY AaCbyIas a mrAvAY. 
Plut. Apoll. 

S That ar worſt we are 
Extremi primoraum, extre- 
mis uſq; prieres. Hor. E- 
fiſt. 2. 2. 


fo that each ſhould receive his portion 
of them, gladly the moſt would take up 
their# own, and go their ways ; that 


conſequently it 1s both iniquity, and 
folly 1n us to complain of our lot. 
6. If even we would rake care di- 


igently to compare our ſtate with the 


{tate 
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ſtate of thoſe, whom we | 
lb gp 7 | hag arc apt moſt to admireand 
Polyb. 26. envy, it would afford mat- 
| ter of conſolation, and con- 
tent unto us. What is the ſtate. of 
' the greateſt perſons ( of the worlds 
Princes and Grandees ) what but-a 
ſtate encompaſſed. with ſnares, and 
temptations numberleſs ; which with- 
out extreme caution, and conſtancy , 
force of reaion, and command of all 
appetites, and: paſhons cannor be a- 
voided; and feldom are > What but 
a-ſtate of pompous trouble, and gay 
fervility, -of living in continual noiſe 
and ſtir, environed with crowds and 
tbrongs, of being ſubje&-to the ur- 
gency of buſineſs, and the tediouſneſſ; 
of ceremony ; of being abuſed by per-' 
fidious ſervants, . and mocked by vile 
flatterers ; of being expoſed to com- 
mon cenſure and obloquy, to niſre- 
preſentation, miſconſtruction andilan- 
der ; having the. eyes of all men in- 
tent upon their actions, and as many 
ſevere judges as watchfull ſpeCtatours 
of them; of being accomptable for 
many mens faults, and bearing the 


blame of all miſcarriages about _; 
| ) 
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of being reſponſible, 1n conſcience, for 
the miſcarriages, and miſhaps which 
come from the influence of our coun- 
ſels, our examples, &c. of being peſ- 


terd and purſud with pretences, with | 


ſuirs, with complaints, the neceſſary 
refuſe whereof is to diſpleaſe or pro- 


yoke very many,..to oblige or fatisfie ' . 
very few ; of being frequently, enga-  . 
ged in reſentments of ingratitude, of | - 


treachery , of negleds, of defects in 
duty., and 

them; of being conſtrained to comply 
with the humopurs aad opinions of 
men;. of anxious care to keep, and 


jealous fear of loſing all ; of danger 


and being objeed to the. traiterous 


attempts of bold male-contents , of - 


ficrce. zealots and wild fanaticks; of 
wanting the moſt ſolid and.ſavoury- 
comforts of life, true friendſhip, free 


converſation, .certain leaſure; privacy, 


and. tetiredneſs, for enjoying them- 
ſelves, their time, their thoughts as 
they think good; of faticty and be- 
ing cloyed with all forts of enjoy- 
ments : In. fine, of . being paid with 
falle coin for all their cares and pains, 
receiving for them ſcarce any thing, 
Ne a: Tl - more, 


breaches of truſt toward. 
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_—_— mga. Mn, Feldy ro 
——— afid Yopiſ-, ; kti6wledge, "that if” Then 
"_ _ "Knew "the weight” of a 
| "Crown, fot 'Would ell 
Hic fits et Arian it up; apt | t0 think with 
fell OE - fl . Pope Advan,, who made 
imperautt. Lud, Fn d., ol Th Ejita h for bitmſelf; 
P. Jovius in vt.  » '" "FFere Jieth: Adrian Yb 
© Sixth; 3 iphd* rho ht Hothj 
7n hg ti fo have Befalles b hit x. 
inhappy thaw that i lg WR 


fine, their” ae, 8,01 tf dip cope 
'6tr © Witty WoIce, by? Jy IR veg 


£* 


Yeed, Fay in lober  jJudgthehir, we'ditradt 


prefer 


Pd 
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picker; belpre, the molt. garrow :and.in> 

jour . fortune: How than tan we 

reaſonably bediſpleaſed.) with our.con- 

dition, when: we may-even pity Emer 

perours ang. Kings, when, .. SS 

Tel reality, We, are. AS well, ; | Nihil ah thus quam be- 
<pud 


s; AE. much better R-dher gr te mma 


thas they? 
o* Farther,it may. induce,and engage 
us. to.be -cantent , to canſider what: 
commonly hath been the > 
let Pe. Srl men. in #he © Conſider _ bn 
world : we fhall, if we ſur- qo mnnygoo= + 
vey . ahe hiſtories of , all EE IG _ 
times, find the beſt men 2 6 Ges 
to-: have \uſtained moſt 0 . 
ies croſles:and itrou-' :, % ”s Eraluer der 
ary fFcareejs-there in. ho-, wm + ef =2 | 
ly Scripture recorded any Phocion , Epaminondas , 
perſon eminent and -illu- byes aA xd 9 Bs 
{trious' for goacinels, who . WS - R 
hath eſe) taſted deeply. of Lamachus, Socrates, Ee 
_ wants, and:-alifiredes.. fs Pot... 
brabams,, the. Father of the FP "I A. ns 4 Cbrye. 
fark Landeſpecial friend Tom. 6. Þ. 10Fo1 
HR ad, 4 nA .of ON 
cauntteyuand fromhiskindred 
wander-ranirngeiland, andlodge-in 
Os; —_—_— as TG habitation. . 


Facob 
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_ 7 pent # great part'of his life i in 

| ſhviſh toil and in his old age was iti 

--  reflexion upon: his life'moved to fly. 

Gen Py 9. _ the. days of his pilgyimage” bad 
© ©" been few and "evil. Foje Ts "Tma- 

0 :; Jigned and prrfecured by his brethren, 
Pi. 10548 fold away tor a- ſhve, {landered for a 
moſt heinous crime, thruſt into a grie- 

_ _  yous priſon, where hs feet 
(Eiger Niu n 4v- were hart with fetters, and 

| = * HH bis 'foul came into trom. 
| 40: SARS IMhſes was forced to fly a- 

| Ns; Cato, Reg way for his lite, to become 
lus, Fiſk, ee; 2 Macs. vagabond” in a foreign 
ens ion invent, m6 * "Place; to feed ſheep for his 
livelihood; to ſpend after- 

ward the beſt of his life in conteſting 

with an obſtinately perverſe Prince, 

- andin kading a miſtruſtfull, refradte- 

. ry, mutinous people , for forty years 

time, through a vaſt and wild defarr. 

. Feb, what a ſtupendious 

Vid. Chryſ. Tam.g. 07ar. heap- of miſchieſs did-ro- 
a7. 9182. G Tan 6.07 gether fall, and lie heavy 
Job 3-279.  - upon him? (Thea writeſt 
= bitter thin ainſt-me', 

he might well ſay.) Devid ; How of- 

tet was he aged in ſaddeſt extre- 
mity,and reduced tothe hardeſt ſhifts; 


being 


[OR IV. Ofc ontentment. | 


being hunted like a par- 
tridge in the As. ©: por 
an envious ,Maſter, £2" 


to. counterfeit-madneſs for _ 
.amon barba-. 


his ſecurit 


rous infidels ; diſpoſleſſed of . 
bis kingdom , and. perſe- | 


cuted. by:his-own molt fa- . 


voured.. — deferted by 


his ſervants , reproach 

and fcorned by his ſubjects. 
Elias was driven. long to 
ſculk -for his. life, and to 
ſhift for his. livelihood in 


the... wilderneſs. Feremy 


We 


;8 Sam, 26. 20. 


«> 


SAG is & YE. 
ip 7 ron 4 rep7xs 
ot TP 29, ps * Su 
"u; v; bmgegc Op % tavele, 


An- 


fois, ls. Chryſ. in 
At. Foyt: T. $ $22" . 


'Ey vis THegouols | lpo 
Juy 6 dIuguen, 7.06 d2488 
glras]as img ave 3 
Ives Ste Saifens, Chryl 
m2 Cor. Orat. ys 


was treated as. an impoſtour and a 
traitour,and caſt into a miry dungeon; J 
fiading, matter from his ſufferings tor. 

his dolefull lamentations, and having 

thence occaſion to exclaim, 7 am the Lam. 3. 1. 
man that. have ſeen afflidtion by the rod 

ef his wrath, &c. Which of. = Pro- At 7. $2. 
phets were not perſecuted, and. miſu- 

ſed}. as St: Stephen asked. The.4po- - 

files were pinched- with. all- kinds of r Garg mn 
want, haraſſed with all forts of toil, '* 
expaſed to all manner of hazards, per- 

ſecuted with all variety of-contume- 

lies ; and. Lo that can be. Ry 


| "3 


. Above 


fgo 


Chryſ. Tom. 
6. Or. 9S "DO 


Ifa. 53+ 3: 
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Abe Fall, ot Lord Hrienfelf" beyond 
E: on was 'a man” of ſorrow, an 
paper with grief, rpafling- - alf 


MED. 1 ſuffeting "25 he-did: excell them 


- nr dignzy,, and in vertue; extreme 


Matt. 8. 20. poverty, _— not fo math as where 


| Dx 3 Ki ns greg: 

Twy dyIgumey wa X24 Ts 
T&egvles xaups This # B- 
Ak $078) 1070s OCery 
Yeov Hy gupory 
GvuktCtorbTwy 
Rags T % 4 Abe> 


gv1g dev _ 
TAs Jin," 
-I 32 


his heat, wag his 
rrorr; to onder conti- 
vn ' aborir, Rn tet 
vithout ny mixture 'of 
eds 3% carnal cafeor pleaſure, was 
P*”, . hi fate; inreturn for the 
good will, and 
cltotceſt benefits, toreceive 
moft cruel hatred, and grie- 
vous injuries, to be loaded with the 
bittereft reproaches, the- fouleft fhan- 
ders, the foreſt pains, which moſt fpite- 
Hill malice could invent ; or fierceſt 
inthe", this was his fot: Am 7 
"i, fo tray'one fay, was he to ex- 
' fremity ; att Tflighted of the world? 
| fo was he torioufſy ; Am T difap- 
pointed,” an efofſed 1 in my deſigns ? 
was* he*continually ,' all his moſt 
painful] endqrours having fmall ef- 
fect'; Am F deſerted, or betrayed: of 
friends To'was he by thoſewho were 
mot: -intlinate; and moſt obliged "to 


wy b. higheft 


7 | him ; ? 


LES 
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big Am. reviled, ſlandered, mifufed? _. 
fxoo by ond ll compre 


mo .outr 


Haye all t =—_ many more, of 
mhew the For "was net worthy , un- Heb. 11. 38. | 


dex one all forts of-1 inconvenience, 
Re WA ad, tormente OF, 


ſhell Wwe then dildain, or be forry to 
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be. found in ſyck company ? Zaving Heb. 12. x. 


ſuch a. clogd of: lartyrs, let us Xt with 
Patience the race that 7s ſet. before ug. 
Is 16 not an honour, ſhould it not be Z] 
comfort AKA us, that we Op, 1 9 'conditi- 
rene m.2 It God hath thus 
hep with tg pp ol Bl have 
DE on t9.him , ſhall we take 1t 
Hh haads, t hat he, 1 in- any. man- 
— dealeth ſo Wit us? Can we tif 

tend, £ag we hope, can we even 

ta. be uſed better, than God's firſt- wit 


2d: aur Ford hym(clf bug be beep. ? [f e 


we. dg, are we not monſtroufly. fond 
: d arrogant ? "cecally conſidering, 


ay © a 


'\"aF 


a 


It 1s not prely, th ord LIL 


Tape, bug the..pecyliar-.chaxadter . of 
God's © OED. ane eu ren, to, be. of- 
ren erof 2nd .corrected;; 
Fvep Þ nf oh BYGrred br an 4 
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Sen. de Pro- Gol ( faith Seneca) bath a fathi 
we-e-2: mint toward” gond men; and ftrongl) 
toveth: Srontel. on therefore after 'the 
manner of ſevere parents, be edzcateth 
' them hardly, &c. The Apoſtle doth 
in expreſs terms aſſure us erent; for, 
"whos { faith he). the Lord loveth, be 
_chaſtneth , - and. ſcourgeth every "fon 
whom he receiverh. If ye endure chaſt- 
Reb. r2. 6, Mig, God dealeth- with you as with 
p, 8. ſons — but if ye be without chaſtiſe- 
ment , ber af. ( that is, all 'good 

men, and genuine ſons of God) are 
Ppartakers , then are ye baftards, and. 
ot ſons, Would we be illegitimated, | 

or expunged from the nymber of God's 

the cw} .. Keil we be: deyeſted 
his: ſpeci r a «will? if 

not, why do To: wor ind i embrace, 


and willir y ſuſtain ad- 

Fceluf. 2.. r- Tix » vefſity; © vD & 1s by, him- 
oak lens. felf. decl red: ſo peculiar 2 
Fg. Fs megan 72: badge his children ;; ſo 


cor ant a-mark of his fa- 
"Vour _ 47 good 'mer do { as the 
ow” [poſt be- albrgh,) Y SN rec _— 
alt we; by re at it, 
Dots "we j+ Sap to 7 2 areal f pra 
| Phat party, tha we affect tobe 
diſcargeg 
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diſcarded from that holy and happy + -* 
ſociety? Yerilyp verily [ ſay-unto'you,”Joh, 16; 26: 
that ye ſhall weep and lament, but. the | 
world fhall- rejoyce. -It- ws pecularly- - 
the lot of Chriſtians, as'ſuch, 4n con-; 
formity to-their afflicted Saviour;they: 
are herein predeftinated to be confor-:Rom. 8. 2g; 
mable to his \ image ;, to this they are 
appointed.': ( Let. no man ;- faith Saint x The: 3. 3, 
F aul, be moved by theſe affiictions, for-Plul. 3: 10+., 
ye know, that we are appointed there- 6: 
unto : ) to 'this they are called ( #f 
when ye 'doe well; faith St. Peter, and: 1 Pct. 2. 20, 
Juffer for it,-ye take -it patiently, this-*** 
is acceptable with God; for even-here-- 
unto were ye called) this 1s propoun- 
ded to them as 2 condition to -be- 
undertaken; and undergone - by ther 
 as-ſuch; they are-by profeſſion” crw-1 
cigeri; "bearers of 'theicroſs; ( If any 
one will come after me, let 
him deny himſelf, and take Matt. 16: 24. 10. 38. 
; = EE 2.Tim. 3.12. - 
up his croſs*and follow*me; Toh. 16. 23.: 'Ey 16" 
Every one. that will: live woup Sino Tem. 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt © | Myon pe om ade 
Suffer perſeention *) by this - d milits. Hier.ad Aſcllam, 
are they admitted iits-the 2,90 
Nate 'of Chriſtians (by + Vi: Giez.. Naz. Ep. 
many afflict ions we wiaft £04s © - 391 ad Theclam.) 


> T.. a4a2 


zer 


=» Oh...  Comberntoment. Serm. IV... 
quio the Pingdon of hoaves.) this 
\tham tgx. enjoying the 


F.-x 
_—. 


1oks r@ which their religi- 
2 Tim, 2:12- OA” th; < We arg. \cobeirs 
| with: Ebreft; 10. thak, if 23 ſuffer #0- 


= wo ſhall gif. tegeshen 46 g/ori- 
(ML $-10.Yfiodt with hiv; if we dere. we. ſha 
Io .aiſa reign with hioxs. * And 

WK] a, Slge, of ſhall we then m_ ta 

| Ntowed* on: them. ; "0 av be Chriſtians, ſhall .we 
baelos, Phil. 13% olim - any- bevetie from 
ur en: ERe3 1% thenes, if Wegre unwilling 
av. Hebs 10. 36. | to ſubmit ta the. Law, ta 
alt a8 Fees 45  artond the call, 10-comply 
Apoc. 13. 10. with the terms thereof? 
Will we enjoy. its privi- 

leges, can we hope far its-rewards, if 

we will get eantentedly. undergoes 

what if requjreth 3 Shall we arrive 

ta. the end is; propayngerh, without 

going in the way. «- preſcriberh , the 

way which.gyur Lefd himſelf doth lead 


Ja If, and himlelt hath. trad. before 


"In fine, fwoing, alex is,.45 hath 
b bean. declared; At ſa ag; to 

_ all men*, ſa'gammen-to molt. men , 
Ie nd yo £0) greet. men, 10. , proper 

+. t6p "$ood men, ſe peculiar. tg. Chriltir 


ans, 


Serm. IV.” Of Comentment. B80 
ans, we have great reaſon to obſerve . = 
the- Apoſtles advice; Beloved, wonder Per. 4. 12. 
not concerning. the fiery trial , which is 
zo try you, as if ſome ſtrange thing hap- 

pened to you ; we ſheuld not. wonder 
at it as a ftrange, or uneouth thing , 
that we are engaged in any trouble 
or inconventence here 5 we are con- 
ſequently not to be afte&ted with it 

as a thing, very grievous. 


f % 
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The Fifth Sermon. 
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T have learned in whatſoever ſtate 7 
am, Qc. | 


x Tim. 6. 6. 
*Ea 3 4534s 
pious n a . 
une 7 great inducement and aid to the prac- 


avrennig. tice of it. 


M Oreover conſidering the nature 
of this duty it ſelf, may be a 


' 1. Tt 1s it ſelf a ſovereign remedy 
for all poverty and all ſufferance; re- 
moving them, or allaying all the miſ- 
chief they can doe us. Ir is well and 
Avg. de Civ. truly faid by S. Auſtine, Intereft nou 
Dex. 1.8%  qualia, ſed qualis quis patiatur ; It is 
©... . wo -matter what, bat bow diſpoſed a 

: mas ſaffereth : the chief miſchief any 
adveriity can doe us is to render us 
diſcontent, in that conſifteth all the 
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ſting, and all 'the venome thereof; _ 
which rhereby being voided, adverſi- 
ty can fignifie' —_ prejudicial, or 
noxious to us; all diſtra&tion, all di- 
Kemper, all diſturbance from it is by 
the antidote of contentedneſs preven- 
ted or correfted. - He that hath his 
deſires moderated to a temper ſutable 
with his condition, that hath his paſ- 
ſions compoſed and ſettled agreeably 
fo his circumſtances, what can make | 
any grievous itnpreſſion on him, or 
render him any-wiſe miſerable > He 
that taketh himſelf to have enough, 
what doth he need 2 he that is well- 
pleaſed to be as he is, how can he be 
etter ? what.can the largeſt wealth, 
or higheſt proſperity in 


the world yield more; or- 


'Better: than fatisfa&tion of 


mind 2? he that hath this- 
moſt eſſential ingredient 


of felicity, is he not thence 


in 'effe& moſt fortunate? 
is not at leaſt his conditi- + 


on as good as that of the 4 


mo  peolh perous? | 


cum anger be bend 
corvent 4 


Ep. 2 
Nemo aliorum ſenſu mir 


: eft, ſed ſuo; Thi: 


ſunt cujuſquam falſy 
> cuju quam 


on ooddol faytyenis] itnot ephin- 
I muc better, than can ariſe merely 


om 
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—_ x) bene, mw +, derabion, and. yertuaus dif- 
lymp. ox «3+ Viipo7o! fi Pokition of\ming i IS indeed 


Oudtv q <y-dhAyndboy \, 


V0{uevis eig c tus 
A620y Joup® #1 »” 


os da QWwy, % 9 0P4- 


yay if LopoyIo an Math 
& 695. Chryl. *d Olytnp,. | 


Ep. 16. Vid. Bpift.'6. & 


ad Olymp. Ep..3: (P4751) 
de Joſepho. 


fakd and durable, more 
feet and, deleRtable, than 
that-which any: polictiion, 


far: more, previous ,, mate 
noble ant worthy, more 


-or fruition of - worldly 
\goods -Cafl. afford: a. The 


x Pet. 3 4+ od SpSagmy TEMEREC, Ae nouns TVeu- 


Melgy ancorr 


upt bility i( as. .St.. Peter 


 Ipeaketh) (sf 4 —_ and quiet ſpirit 

6s before God of great. price ; before 

Goul, that +is, !according, 40-.the moſt 

upright and:certain judgment it is the 
-Pretiqus and valuable thing in 

Foc e prporthe ord: \T here 4s (the Philoſopher 


a vir 


e000 ay) A0 ſpettacle-more worthy cof 
Goi((oÞ gratefall.co.him) thaw a good 
* hom galnt combating 
= Not $0 Doamaniad or oo 
ed ia-mind,,! 


with iff fore 


not to. 


Beano \when all things. flow oe 
rouſly and according-to-eurMint;r1is 
NO groatnprailes no 1ga:0& avidedom, 
or - angel goodneſs; ! it-ganndt 


be 
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be reckoned'an effect of-ſoutrd Yrds- 
ment, or | vertuous' afd&ion, bat. a 
natural *confequerit of fach a fitte : 
m_ W bn there are _ 6cealipas, ; 
nd urgent teinpratiorss: td diſpleaſare, 
whit "preſet ſeriſe arid fancy do 
ptortipt-'#nd provoke to-murmuritng, 
new tg be fatisfied fin or mind, then 
0 keep out paitiotis in.order, then'to 
ebicttth n go6d humonr; then to 'Fe- 
'Nrain '6ur* tongue from complaint, 
ny " to Yovern our'derieatour ſweet- 
= ,, "this 1 is indeed hoftiourable und. 
| eto fre a worthy man 'fu- 
po: aliens ſes,” wants, diſpyaces with't- 
quarnity and cheiffulnets is a'mblſt 
-po6odly Bght': ſach/aperſon to'a.yu- 
s-Jicious fmind-appeareth in a far mote 
i Sexes and invidioas flate, chin 
"any Pro ſperois marr: hs veftue (hi- 
"ning; in'the 'dark 5s Far norebright 


-4hd- fait": i hzs (as JE, Peter faith, 3n I Pet. 2. 19. 


_ 4 TE I) its ShafeworthÞy, if 'a%mhn 
fr "tonfeSSrite' ironed 80d ___ 
aft { { If, nr caROuSiha f- 
"ret Hith)'4" "than oul'tf fre oc ng 
* Yeſtten&'fo Goll's will, bUdth comen- 


"i ly” wiktc doedfity; this 'God 1is 
0h F190" boy ad Qflibation "dn 


OY him- 


260 © Of 
oneſta res oft Lata pane 
as. Epi 
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wear woven oudbund? , 
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himſelf, and will be diſpo- 
ſed; in a manner to thank 


him {or- to. reward him) 
- for 'it : this indeed amouns« 


' 


teth, to a demonſtration 
that fuch a perſon is tru- 


op woo ainas ly wiſe and really, good : 

" ©-is: the ſatisfattion of a 
contented 'poor man more, worthy : 
And- it -is no leſs more: ſweet and 
_comfortable,. than that, of ,any rich 
man, pleaſing. himſelf in. his . enjoy- 
-ments': contentednelſs / fatisfieth the 
mind of the one, abundance doth one- 
ly ſatiate the appetites of the other ; 
the former is' immaterial. and ſpright- 
1y,-the complacence of. a man; the. 


: 


Jatter is groſs and dull, like the ſen- 
ſuality of a beaſt ;. the delight. of that 
ſinkerh deep/into the heart, the plea- 
- ſure -of this. doth onely- float in the 
-: outward ſenſes, or in the. fancy ; one 
- negative. indolency in. regard to. the 
mind : The, poor good man's joy is 

- wholly -his own, and:home-born, 'a 

| - lovely child iof reaſon and. vertue ; 
the 'full' rich- man's pleaſure .cometh 
from without, ' and - is... thruſt. ano 


Serm. V. Of Contentment. - 


167 


him by impulſes of ſenſible objets. 
' Hence is the fatisfaftion of conten- 


ted adverſity far more conſtarit,. ſolid 
and durable, than that of profperity ; 
it being the produ& of immutable 
reaſon abideth in the mind, and can- 
not eaſily be driven thence by any 
corporeal impreſſions, which imme- 
diately cannot touch themind ; where- 
as the other, iſſuing from ſenſe, is ſub- 
ject to all the changes, inducible from 
the reſtleſs commotions of outward 
cauſes affecting and altering ſenſe : 
whence the fatisfaation proceeding 
from reaſon and vertue, the longer it 
ſtayeth the firmer and ſweeter it 
groweth, turning into habit, and 
working nature to'an agreement with 
it ; whereas uſually the joys of wealth 
and profperity do ſoon degenerate in- 
to. faſtidiouſneſs, and terminate in bit- 


terneſs; being hoxey in the mouth, but Apoc. 10.10: 


ſoon becoming gal in the bowels. No- J®> 20-20, 


thing indeed can affe& the mind wit 
a truer pleaſure, than the very con- 
ſcience of diſcharging our duty. to- 
ward God in bearing hardſhip, 1impo- 
ſed. by his providence, willingly and 


well. We have therefore much rea- 


M ſon 


; @ 


2» 
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ſon not onely to acquiefce in our 
{traits but to be glad of them, ſee- 
ing they do yield us an opportunity 
ot immediately obtaining goods more 
excellent and more deſirable, than a- 
ny progevons or wealthy man can 
eaſily have, ſince they furniſh us with 
means of acquiring and exerciſing a 
vertue worth the moſt ample fortune ; 
yea juſtly preferable to the beſt eſtate 
in the world ; a vertue, which indeed 
doth not onely render any condition 
tolerable, but ſweetneth any thing, 
yea fanCifieth all ſtates, and turneth 
all occurrences into bleſlings. 

3- Even the ſenſible ſmart of ad- 
verſity is by contentedneſs ſomewhat 
tempered and eafed; the tiller and 
quieter we lie under it, the lels we feel 
its violence and pungency : It is tum- 
bling and toſſing, that ſirrech the ill 
humours, and driveth them to the 
parts moſt weak, and apt to be affec- 
ted with them ; the rubbing of our 

ſores is that which enflameth and ex- 
aſperateth them : where the mind is 
calm, and the paſſions ſettted, the 
Pain of any grievance is in compari- 

on lefs acute, lefs ſenlible. 
| 4. Whence 
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| 4+ Whence if others in our diſtreſs 
are uncharitable to us, refuſing the 
help they might, or ſhould afford to- 
ward the reſcuing us from it, or re- 
lieving us in it, we hereby may be 
charitable and great benefatours to 
our ſelves; = 
to be miniſtred from without, no Tac: 
cour to come from any creature, if 
'we would not. be wanting to our 
ſelves, in hearkning to our own rea- 
ſon, and enjoying the conſolation 
which it affordeth. In not doing 
this, we are more uncharitable and 
cruel to our ſelves, than any ſpitetull 


enemy or treacherous friend can be; 
no man can fo wrong or moleſt us, 


as we do our ſelves by admitting 0! or 
foſtering diſcontent. 

5: The contented bearing of our 
condition is alſo the moſt hopetull and 
ready means of bettering it, and of re- 
moving the preſſures we lie under. 

It is partly ſo in a natural way, as 
diſpoſing us to embrace and employ 
the advantages which occur condu- 
clible thereto; for as diſcontent blin- 
deth men ſo that they cannot defcry 
the ways of —_ rom evy, it dif 
Th piriteth 


ould need no anodyne 
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fpiriteth and diſcourageth them from 


endeavouring to help themſelves, it 
depriveth them of rhany ſuecours and 
expedients, which occaſion would af- 


ford for their relief ; ſo he that being 


undiſturbed in his ſpirit hath his eyes 


open; and his courage up, and all his 
natural powers in order, will be al- 
ways ready and able to doe his beſt, 
to act vigorouſly, to ſnatch any op- 
portunity and employ, any means to- 
ward the freeing himſelf ' from what 
appeareth grievous to him, | 

Upon a ſupernatural accompt con- 
tent is yet more efficacious to the 
ſame purpoſe : for chearfull ſubmif- 
fion to God's will” doth pleaſe him 
much, doth ſtrongly move him to 
withdraw his afflicting hand, doth ef- 
feftually induce him to advance us 
into a more comfortable ſtate : Of all 
yertues there is none more acceptable 
to God than patience. - God will take 


1t well at our hands if we do conten- 
tedly receive from his hand the worſt 


things: *tis a monſtrous thing not to 


receive proſperity with gratefull ſenſe, 
but it is heroical with the ſame mind 
to receive things unpleaſant : he that 


doth 
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doth ſo Cnurz wer ws ardewnos, 5e- Chry. Tims. 
pavieru 5 ws piAbRro, he: (affereth loſs 9" 59- 


as a man, but is crowned as a lover of 
God: | Befides that it 15 an unreaſo- v4. Chryr. 
nable thing to think of enjoying both qe ) 
reſt and pleaſure here, and the re- MY 
wards hereafter ; our conſolation here 
with Dzves, and our refreſhment here- 
aſter with Lazarus. 

Be humbled (faith S. Peter ) under Per. 5.6. 
the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time (<1 xgue9, when 
it is opportune and ſeafonable) and, 
Be humbled (faith S. James ) before Jam. g. I 0. 
the Lord, and he will exalt you, and, 
When (faith Fob's friends) men are caſt Job 22 29. 
down, then thou ſhalt ſay there is lif- uk - amis 
ting up, and he will ſave the humble E 
perſon. God with favourable pity | 
hearkeneth to the groans of them 
who are humbly contrite under his 
hand, and reverently tremble at his Ih. 65. 2. 
word ; 'he reviveth the ſpirit of the 57-5: 
humble; He is nigh to the broken of pal. 34. 18. 
heart, and ſaveth ſuch as are of a cone 517-1473 
trite ſpirit ; He healeth the broken in 
heart, and bindeth up their wounds ; 
He proclaimeth bleſſedieſs to the poor war. 5. 2, 4 
in ſpirit, and to thoſe that mcurn, 
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becaufe they ſhall' ind confort and 
mercy ; all which declarations and 
promifes are made concerning thoſe, 
who bear adverſity with, a: ſubmiſs 
and' contented mind ; and-: we-;'ſee 
them effeQtually performed in the ea- 
ſes of Ahab, of the Nintvrtes, of Ne» 
buchadnezzar, of Manafſes, of HHeze- 
kiah, of David ; of all perſons men- 
tioned in holy Scripture, upon whom | 
adverſities had ſuch kindly operations. 
But diſcontent and impatience do of- 
fendGod, and provoke him to conti- 
nue his judgments, yea to encreaſe 
the load of them : to be ſullen and 


ſtubborn is the ſure way to render 


our condition worſe and more intole- 
rable : for, who hath haraned himſelf 
agaim(t God and proſpered 2 The Pha- 
raohs and Saxls, and fuch like perſons, 
who rather would break than bend, 
who being diſſatisfied with their con- 
dition choſe rather to lay hold on 


other imaginary -ſfuccours , than to 
have recourſe to God's mercy. and 


help ; thoſe, who (like the refraQta- 

ry 1ſraclites) have been ſmitten in 
vain' as to any quiet ſubmiſſion. or 
converſion unto God, what have rey 
B 4 ut 
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but plunged themſelves deeper into 
wretchedneſs ? 

It is' indeed to quell our haughty 
ſtomach, to check our froward hu- 


mour, to curb our impetuous deſires, - 


to calm our diſorderly paſlions ; to 
ſuppreſs our fond admiration and ea- 
ger aftetion toward theſe worldly 
things, in ſhort to work a contented 
mind in us, that God ever doth in- 
flict any hardſhips on us, that he croſ- 
ſeth us-in our projects, that he detai- 
neth us in any troubleſome ſtate ; 


untill this be atchieved, as it 1s not 


expedient that we ſhould be eaſed, as 
relief would really be no bleſling to 
us; fo God ( except in anger and 
judgment ) will no-wiſe grant or dif- 
penſe it ; it would be a cruel mercy 
for him to doe it ; If therefore we do 
wiſh ever to be in a good caſe as to 
this world, let us learn to be conten- 
ted in a bad one: Having got this 
difpoſtion firmly rooted in our hearts, 
we are qualified for deliverance and 
preferment ; nor will God fail in that 
due ſeaſon to perform for us what he 
fo often hath declared and promiſed ; 
his nature diſpoſeth him, his word 
M 4 hath 
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hath engaged him to help and com- 
fort us. : A DTLOA 

Theſe are the moſt proper induce- 
ments unto contentedneſs, which con- 
ſidering (in the light of reaſon and 
holy Scripture ) the nature of the 
thing, ſuggeſted unto my meditation; 
there are beſide ſome other means 


adviſable, (ſome general, ſome more 


particular) which arevvery conducible 
to the production of content, or re- 
moving diſcontent ; which I ſhall 
touch, and then conclude. 

T7. A conſtant. endeavour to live 
well, and to maintain a good con- 
ſcience : he that doeth this can hard- 
ly be diſmayd or diſturb'd with any 
occurrence here ; this will yield a 
man ſo ample and firm a fatisfa&tion 
of mind, as will bear down the ſenſe 
of any incumbent evils ; this will be- 
get ſuch hope in God, and ſo good aſ- 
ſurance of his favour, as will ſupply 
the want of all other things, and ful- 
Iy fatisfie us, that we have no cauſe 
to be troubled with any thing here; 
He that by conſcientious praftice hath 
obtained ſuch a hope is prepared a- 


gainſt all aſſaults of fortune with an 


undaunz 


Serm. V.. Of Contentment. 169 


undaunted' mind and force impregna-: 

ble ; He wil ( as the Pſ/almiſt ſaith );Pfal. 112. 1. 
\ of be afraid of any evil tidings, for. *'* © 
his heart is fixed truſting in the Lord. | 
Maintaining this will free us from all 

anxious care., transferring it : upon: 

God; it will breed a ſure confidence, 

that he will ever be ready to ſupply 

us with all things convenient, to pro- 

tet and deliver us from all things 
hurtfull ; enſuring to us the effet of 

that promiſe, by the conſcience of ha- 

ving performed the condition thereof : 

Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and Mar. 6. 33. 
zts righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 

ſhall be added unto you. | 

This was that which ſupported the - 

Apoſtles and kept them cheartull un- 

der all that heavy load of diftreſles 

which lay upon them ; Our rejoycing x Cor. r. 12. ' 
z this (could they ſay) the teſtzmony 1 Pet. 3.16. 
of our conſcience, that in fimplicity.and = "_” 
godly ſincerity — we have had our con- 
werſation in this world. 

*Tis the want of this beſt pleaſure, 
that both rendreth the abſence of all 
other pleaſures grievous, and their 
preſence inſipid ; Had we a good con- 
ſcience we could not ſeem to want 

| com- 
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comfort ; as we could not truly: be 
unhappy, fo we could hardly be dif- 
content ;. without 1t no affluence of 
other things can ſuffice to content us. 
It is an evil conſcience that giveth an 
edge to all other evils, and enableth 
them ſorely to afflict us, which other- 
wiſe would but ſlightly touch us ; 
we become thence uncapable of com- 
fort, ſeeing not onely things here up- 
on earth to croſs us, but heaven to 
lowre upon us; finding no viſible ſuc- 
cour, and having no hope from the 

power inviſible ; yea having reaſon 
to be diſcouraged with the fear of 
God's diſpleaſure. As he that hath 2 
powerfull enemy near, cannot abide 
in peace, without anxious ſuſpicion 
and fear; ſo he that is at variance 
with the. Almighty, who is ever at 
hand, ready to croſs and puniſh him, 
what quiet of mind can he enjoy ? 

. There 7s mo peace to the wicked. 
2. The contemplation: of our fu- 
ture ſtate is a ſovereign medicine to 
: -— aa work contentedneſs, and to cure dif- 
aging content : as diſcontent eaſily doth 
Cd The- ſciſe upon, and ckaveth faſt to foub, 
_— which earneſtly do pore ang dote up- 
| | ON 
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on theſe preſent things, which. have 

in them nothing ſatisfactory or ſtable ; 

ſo if-we can raile our minds firmly to 

| believe, ſeriouſly to conſider, and 

wortiuly to prize the future ſtate and 

its concernments, we can hardly eyer 

be diſcontent in regard to theſe things. 

Conſidering heaven and its happineſs, 

how low and mean, how ſordid and 

yide,how unworthy of our careand our 

afeQion will theſe inferiour things ap- 

pear? how very unconcerned ſhall we 2 Cor. 7. 3t- 

ſee our ſelves to be in them, and how 

eaſily thence ſhall we be content to 

want them z What, ſhall any of us 

be then ready to ſay, doth it concern 

me in what rank or garb I paſs my 

few days here 2 what conſiderable in- 

tereſt can I have in this uncertain and 

tranſitory ſtate ? what is any loſs, any 

diſgrace, any croſs in this world to 

me, who am a citizen of - heaven, 

who have a capacity and hope of the 

immenſe riches, the incorruptible glo- 

ries, the perfet and endleſs joys of 

eternity ? This was that which fuſtai- 

ned the-holy 4pofles in all their di- 

{treſles ; For this cauſe (faith S. Paut) 2 Cor. 4. 16. 

we faint not —— while we look not on © 5: 7+ 
the 
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the things which are ſeen, | but on' 
the things which are not ſeen, for the 
things which are ſeen are temporal, 
but the things which are not ſeen are 
eternal ; and { reckon (faith he again) 
that the ſufferings of this preſent life 
are not worthy to. be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed 
in us. 
If likewiſe we do with faith and 
feriouſneſs . conſider the diſmal ſtate 
below of thoſe, who are eternally ſe- 
cluded from all joy and bliſs, who are 
irrecoverably condemned to utter 
darkneſs, and the extremity of hor- 
rible pain, how tolerable, how plea- 
ſant, how very happy will the mea- 
neſt ſtate here: appear to be? how 
vain a thing will it then ſeem to us 
to be to diſlike, or to be troubled with 
any worldly thing ; to accompt any 
chance happening to us to be ſad, or 
difaſtrous 2 Whar, ſhall we ſay then 
each of us, is this ſame loſs to the 
loſs of my ſoul and all its comforts 
for ever ? what 1s this want to the 
perpetual want of heavenly bliſs ? 
what is this ſhort and faint pain to 
the cruel pangs of endleſs remorſe, = 
; Le 
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the weeping and gnaſhing of teeth in ©" 
outward darkneſs, to everlaſting bur- 
mings ? 
Thus infinitely filly and petty muſt 
all concernments of this lite appear to 
him, who is poſſeſſed with the belief 
and conſideration of matters relating 
to the future ſtate ; whence diſcon- 
tent in regard to them can hardly find 
acceſs to his mind. | 
3. Conſtant devotion is an excel- 
{ent inſtrument and guard of content, 
an excellent remedy and fence againſt 
diſcontent. 
It is ſuch in way of impetration, 
procuring the removal, or alleviation 
of our croſſes : for God hath promiſed 
that he will give good things to thoſe Mats. 7. 11, 
that ask him ; The Lord is nigh unto _ = _ 
all that call upon him in truth ; he will pra 34- 6." 
fulfll the defire of them that fear him; 1976+ 
| he alſo will hear their cry, and wil 
ſave them. The poor man crieth, and 
the Lord heareth him, and ſaveth him 
out of all his troubles ; the holy Scrip- 
ture is full of ſuch declarations and 
- promiſes aſſuring us: of ſuccour from 
our diſtreſſes, upon our ſupplication 
to God ;. whence S. Paul thus adviſeth 
BEN 5 : againſt 
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againſt -all ſolicitude : Be carefud for 
1" zothing, but in every thing by prayer, 
' and ſupplication with thankſgiving, let 
your requeſts be made known te God - 


And ( addeth fignifying the conſe- 
quence of this praQtice ) the peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 


ſhall keep your hearts and minds 


through Feſus Chriſt. 

It likewiſe performeth the ſame by 
procuring grace and aid from God, 
which may enable and diſpoſe us to 
bear all evils well, which is really 
much better than a removal of them ; 
for that hence they become wholſome 


and profitable to us, and cauſes of pre- 


ſeat good, and grounds of future re- 
ward ; thus when St. Paul beſought 
God for deliverance from his thora in 


x Cor-10.13- the fleſh, rhe return to him was ; My 


race is ſuffecient for thee; | for 

- mee is made perfedt in abou 
it was @ greater favour to receive an 
improvement of ſpiritual ſtrength, 
occaſioned by that croſs, than to be 
quite freed from it. 
Devotion alſo hath immediately of 

it ſelf a ſpecial efficacy to produce 
content. As in any diſtreſs it is a 
great 
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great confolation, that we can have 
recourſe to a- good friend, that we 
may diſcharge our cares and our re- 
ſentments into his boſome ; that we 


may demand advice from him, and, - 


if need be, requeſt his ſuccour ; fo 
much more it muſt be a great com- 
fort, that we can in our need ap- 
proach to God, who 1s infinitely the 
moſt faithfull, the moſt affectionate, 
the moſt ſufficient friend that can be ; 
always moſt ready, moſt willing , 
moſt able to dire and to relieve us : 


he deſires, and delights, that i the py, 99. 2. 
day of our trouble we ſhould ſeek him ; 278. 105-4 
that we ſhould pour forth our hearts _ —— 
before him, that we ſhould caft our Pia. 5s, = 

I Pet.5. 7. 


| R Pal. 5. 8. 
we ſhould upon all occaſions unplore 29.11. 31. 3- 


43:3-139-24* 
143-10. 6I.2» 


Jer. 3I« 9. 


burthens, and our cares upon him; that 


his guidance and aid : And complying 
with his deſires as we ſhall aſſuredly 
find a fucceſsfull event of our devoti- 
ons, fo we ſhall immediately enjoy 
great comfort and pleaſure in them. 
The God of all conſolation doth e- 
ſpecially by this chanel convey his 
comforts into our hearts; his very 


Preſence (that preſexce, in which the Plab 16. 11; 


P/almiſt ſaith there is fulneſs of joy) 


doth 
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doth mightily 'warm and chear us ; 
his'Holy Spirit doth .inour religious 

_ entercourſe with him infinuate a light- 
fome ſerenity of mind, doth kindle 
ſweet. and / kindly affeQtions, ' doth 
ſcatter the gloomy: clouds of ſadneſs ; 
practifing it we ſhall: be able to fay 


Pal. 54- 19- with the P/almiſt, In the multitude of 


bg 


light my ſoul. | 
Humbly addreſſing our ſelves to 

God, and reverently converſing with 

him doth compoſe our minds, and 


my thoughts within me thy comforts on 


. =: Charm our paſſions, doth ſweeten our 


humour, doth refreſh and raiſe our 

. ſpirits, and ſo doth immediately breed 

- and nouriſh contentedneſs. + 
It alſo ſtrengthneth' our faith, and 

- quickneth our hope in God, where- 


I.26.3 by weare enabled to ſupport our pre- 


| ſent evils, and peace of mind doth 
ſpring up within us. DJ 
It enflameth our love unto God, in 


Plal. 73.26. ſenſe of his 'gratious illapſes, thence 


69. I6. 2 
Tle 20s 


5+. rendring us willing- to endure any 
want or- pain for his ſake, or at his 
appointment. _ OSS 
Ir in fine doth miniſter a raviſhing 
delight, abundantly. able: to ſupply 
$i ene 
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the defett of any other. pleaſures, and 
to allay the ſmart of any pains what- 
ever; reiidring thereby the meaneſt 
eſtate more acceptable and pleaſant, 
than any proſperity. without it can 
be. So that ifwe be truly devout we 
can ' hardly be diſcontent; It is dif- 
coſtifis Rom God' by a negleCt of de- 
votion, or by a negligence therein, 


_ that doth expoſe us to the incurſions 


of worldly regret and ſorrow. 
Theſe are general remedies and du- 
ties both in this and all other regards 


neceſſary, the which yet 'we may be-- 
. taduced to perform in contemplation 


of this happy fruit (contentedneſs) a- 
riſing from them. Farther | 

4. It ſerveth toward production of 
contentedneſs to reflet much upon 
_ our imperfe&tion, unworthineſs and 
ouilt-; ſo 2s thereby to work in our 
hearts a lively ſenſe of them, and a 
hearty forrow- for them; this will 


divert our ſadneſs into its right' chas.. 


nel, this will drown our keſler grief 
by the influx of a greater. It.is the 
nature>of a greater apprehenſion or 
pain incumbent to extinguiſh in a 
manner, and ſwallow up'the ſenſe of 


, a leſ- 
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a leſſer, although i in it ſelf grieVQuS; 4s 
he that bs 4 a fit of te {tone his 
carce {eel a pang of the gout ;-he 
that +5 aſſaulted by, a. wolf will, not, 
regard; the bitipg. of a flea. Whereas, 
then, of all evils and. miſchicf moral 
evils are incomparably. far the. grea- 
teſt, in nature the; moi ugly and a- 
bominable, in conſequence the. moſt 
hurttull.and horrible; ſeeing (in Saint 
Chryſoſtoms's language ) 


SyoTivay ; EM i Cueg- Excepting fin, there is no- 
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thing grievous or terrible 
amgus, humane things ; nat 
_ Prberey , mot ſickneſs, not 
diſgrace, net that which 
Jeemeth the moſt. extreme 
of all evils, death it. ſelf ; theſe being 
names onely, among ſuch as, philophate 
names of. calamity, void.of reality, but 
the real calamity this, tq be at wari- 
auce with God, and. to dee. that mhich 
diſpteaſeth him; ſeeing, evidently. ac- 
cording to juſt eſtimation no ev1]-bea- 
reth any proportion to. mM :evlot fin, 
it we have a. due ſenſe thereof, we 
can hardly. be Med with, any, 0- 
ther accident; If. we. can, keep our 
JI intent upon the keinoys: na- 


ture, 


It, x vG- 
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ture, and the lamentable confequen- 
ces of fin, all other evils cannot but 
ſeem exceedingly light and inconfide- 


rable ; we cannot but apprehend-it a 


very ſilly and unhandſome thing to 
reſent or regard them : what (ſhall we 
then judge) is poverty in compariſon 
to the want of- a good conſcience ? 
what is ſickneſs compared to diftem- 
per of mind, and decay of fpiritual 
ſtrength? what is any diſappointment 
to the being defeated and overthrown 
by temptation ? what any loſs to the 
being deprived of God's love and fa- 
vour ? what any diſgrace to the being 
out of eſteem and refpedt with God ? 
what any unfaithfulneſs. or inconſtan- 
cy of friends to having deſerted or be- 
trayed our own ſoul? what can any 
danger fignifie to that of eternal 
miſery, incurred by offending God ? 
what preſſure can weigh againſt the 
load of guilt, or what pain equal that 
of ſtinging remorſe? in fine, what con- 
ditiqn can be fo bad as that of a wret- 
ched- finner? any caſe ſurely is tole- 
rable, is deſtrable, is lovely. and ſweet 
11 compariſon to this : would to God, 
may a man in this cafe reaſonably ſay, 

N 2 that 
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that I were poor and forlorn- as any 
beggar ; that I were covered all over 
with botches and blains as any La- 
zar ; that I were bound to paſs my 
'days in. an” hoſpital or a dungeon ; 
might I be chained to an.oar, might 
I lie upon the rack, ſo I were clear 
and innocent : Such thoughts'and at- 
fetions if refle&ting on our ſintull do- 
ings and ſtate do ſuggeſt and impreſs, 
what place can there be for reſent- 
ment of other petty croſles ? 
Contrition alſo upon this ſcore is 
productive of a certain ſweetneſs and 
joy apt to quaſh or to allay all world- 


2 Cor. 7.10. ly grief: 'as it worketh a ſalutary re- 
dy pentance mot to be _ of;, ſo it 
a 


therewith breedeth a fatisfatory com- 
fort, which doth ever attend repen- 
tance : He that is very ſenſible'of his 
guilt, cannot but conſequently much 
value the remedy thereof, mercy ; 
and thence earneſtly be moved to ſeek 
it ; then in' contemplation of divine 
goodneſs, and conſidering God's gra- 
tious promiſes, will be apt to conceive 
faith and hope, upon his imploring 
mercy , and reſolution to amend ; 
thence will ſpring up a chearfull fatis- 
faction, 
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faction, ſo poſſeſſing the heart, as to 
expell or to exclude other diſpleaſures : 
a holy and a worffly ſadneſs cannot 
well conſiſt together. 

. Another good inſtrument of CcON- 
tentedneſs is ſedulous application of 
our minds ito honeſt . employment. 
Honeſt ſtudies and cares divert” our 
minds, and drive fad thoughts from 
them : they chear our ſpirits with 
wholſome food and pleaſant entertain- 
ments; they yield good fruits, and a 
ſucceſs accompanied with ſatisfaction, 
which will extinguiſh or temper dif: 
content :| while we are ſtudious or ac- 
tive, diſcontent cannot eaſily creep in, 
' and ſoon will be ſtifled, 

Idleneſs is the great mother and the 
nurſe of diſcontent; it layeth the mind 
open for melancholy concelts to en- 
ter ; it yieldeth harbour to them, and 
entertainment there ; it depriveth of 
all the remedies and allays which bu- 
ſineſs affordeth. 

Reciprocally diſcontent alſo beget- 
teth idleneſs, and by it groweth: 


they are- like ice and water, ariſing Mater me 
each out of the other : we ſhould ©": 


therefore not ſuffer any ſadneſs fo to 
N 3 en-. 


182 Of Contentment. Serm. V. 


encroach upon us, as to hinder us 
from attending to - our bufineſs (the 
honeſt works and Rudies of our cal- 
ling) for it thereby will grow flron- 
ger and more hardly vincible. | 
6. A like expedient to remove dif- 
AzzN3% content is good company. It not 
=" 5 onely ſometimes miniſtreth advices 
and arguments for content, but rai- 
ſeth the drooping ſpirit, erecting it 
to a loving complaiſance, drawing it - 
out towards others in expreſſions of 
kindneſs, and yielding delight in thoſe 
which we receive from others, infec- 
ting us by a kind of contagion with 
good humour, and inſtilling pleaſant 
Hdea's into our fancy, agreeably di- 
_ verting us from fad and irklome 
- thoughts : diſcontent affeeth retire- 
ment and ſolitude, as its element and 
food ; good company partly ſtarveth 
it by ſmothering ſad thoughts, partly 
cureth it by exhilerating diſcourſe. 
No man hardly can feel diſpleaſure, 
while friendly converſation entertai- 
neth him ; no man returneth from it 
without ſome refreſhment and eaſe of 


T | mind. 
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7, Having right and Towly con- 
ceits of our ſelves is a moſt fure guar- 
dian and procurer of content : for an- 
{werable to a man's judgment of him- 
fl are His reſentments of the dealing 
he meeteth with from God: or man. 
He that thinks meanly as he ought of 
himfelf, Will not ealily be offended 4t 
any thing ; any thing, will he think, 
is good enough for me ; I deſerve no- 
thing from God, I cannot” deſerve 

much of man; if I have any compe- 
tence of proviſion for my life, any 
tolerable uſage, any reſpect, it is more 
thin my due; I am bound tobe thank- 
full : but he thit conceiteth highly 
{that is vainly) of himſelf, nothing 
will fatisfle him ; nothing, thinks he, 
is good enough for him, or anſwerk- 
ble to his deſerts ; no body can yield 
him ſufficient reſpect ; any ſmall neg- 
Ie& diſturbeth and enragerh him : he 
cannot endure that any man ſhould 
thwart his intereſt, ſhould croſs his 
humour, ſhould diſfent from his opi- 
nion ; Hetice ſeeing the world will 
fot .cafily be induced to concert of 
him as he doth of himſelf, nor to 
comply with his humours and pre- 
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tences,: it is impoſſible that he ſhould 


be content. ... . 
8. It conduceth to this purpoſe to 
contemplate and reſent the publick 


ate of things, the intereſt of the 


world, of our countrey, of God's 
Church. The ſenſe of publick cala- 
mities will drown that of private, as 
unworthy - to be conſidered or com- 
pared with them ; The ſenſe of pub- 


- lick proſperity will allay that of par- 


ticular misfortune. How (will a wiſe 
and good man ſay) can I deſire to 
proſper and flouriſh, while the State 
1s in danger or diſtreſs > how can I 
grieve, ſeeing my countrey 1s in good 
condition ? is it juſt, is it handſome 
that I ſhould be a non-conformiſt ei- 
ther in the publick ſorrow or joy ? 
Indeed | 

9. All Hearty Charity doth great- 
Iy alleviate diſcontent. If we bear 
ſuch a good-will to our neighbour as 
to have a ſincere compaſſion of his 
evils, and complacence in his good, 
our caſe will not much afflict us. If 
we can appropriate and enjoy the pro- 
ſperity, the wealth, the reputation, 
of our neighbour, by delighting in 

| them, 
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them, what can we want ; what can 
diſpleaſe us ? If-our heart is enlarged 
in pity for the misfortunes of others, 
it cannot be contracted with grief for 
our own : our ſorrow, like water, be- 
ing thus difluſed, cannot be ſo deep 
but it will be (more fruitfull ; it will 
produce fuch effects as will comfort 
and pleaſe us ; It is a ſtingy ſelfiſhneſs 
which maketh us: ſo very ſenſible of 
croſſes and fo uncapable of comfort. 

0. Again, if we will attain con- 
tentment, we muſt take heed of ſet- 
ting our aftetion upon any worldly 
thing whatever, ſo as very highly to 
prize it, very paſſionately to aftect it, 
very eagerly to purſue it; fo as to 
- conceive our happineſs in any meaſure 
to hang on it or ſtick thereto : If 
there be any ſuch thing, we ſhall be 
diſappointed in the acquiſt, or the re- 
tention of it ; or we ſhall be diſſatis- 
fied in its enjoyment. 

So to adhere in afteftion to any 
thing is an adulterous diſloyalty to- 
ward our Maker and Beſt iriend ; 
from which it is expedient that we 
ſhould be reclaimed ; whence God 
(in juſt anger, or in kind _— 
ol . WI 
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will be apt to croſs us in our attempts 
to get it, or to deprive us of its poſ- 
ſeſſion ; whence the diſpleaſure will 
follow, which always attendeth a ſe- 
paration from things we love. But if 
we be ſuffered to obtain or to retain 
it, we ſhall foon find diſfatisfattion 
therein ; being either diſguſted with 
ſome bitterneſs in it (ſuch as doth lurk 
in every fenfible good) or being cloyed 
with its luſciouſnels : it after a ſmall 
enjoyment will become either diſtaſt 
full or inſipid. 
This, according to continual expe- 
rience, is the nature of all things, plea- 
ſant onely to ſenſe or fancy, preſently 
to ſatiate : no beavity can long pleaſe 
the eye; no inelody the ear, no defi- 
cacy the palate, no curioſity the fan- 


®-, 


ſmall uſe doth wear out the pleaſure, 
which at firſt they afford : novelty 
commendeth and ingratiateth them ; 
diſtance repreſenteth them fair and 
lovely ; the want or abſence of them 
rendreth them defirable; but the pre- 
ſence of thefn dulleth their grace, the 
poſſeſſion of them deadneth the appe- 
tite to them. _ cls 

| New 
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New objects with a gentle and 
gratefall touch warble upon the cor- 
| poreil organs, or excite the ſpirits in- 

to 4 pleaſant frick of motion; but 
when uſe hath levigated the organs, 
and made the way ſo ſ{moorh and ea- 
* Ne that the ſpirits paſs without any 
ſtop, thoſe obje&s are no longer felt, 
or very faintly ; fo that the pleaſure 

Onely thoſe things which reaſon 
(religious and ſound reaſon) doth ap- 
prove, do yield a laſting ( undecay- 
ing, unalterable) ſatisfaction ; if we 
ſer bur affe&tions on them, we cannor 
fail of contefit : In ſeeking them we 
cannot be diſappointed, for God 
(without any reſervation or excepri- 
on) hath promiſed to beſtow them 
upon thoſe who ſeriouſly and dili- 
gently ſeek them : nor can we be dif- 
polleſſd of theth ; God will not take 
_ thetn away, and they lie beyond the 
reath of 'any other hand : Having 
thetn then we cannot but fully and 
dirably be fatisfied in the fruition of 
them ; the longer we have them the 
nite we ſhall like them ; the more 
we taſte ther the better we _—_ 


i197 


788 


Of Contentment. Serm. V. 


liſh them : time waſteth not, but im- 
proveth the ſenſe of their unfading 
beauty and indefeftible ſweetneſs. 

II. It is of great influence toward 
contentedneſs with an earneſt and im- 
partial regard to contemplate things, 
as they are in themſelves, deveſted of 
tragical appearances, in which they 
are wrapt by our own inconſiderate 


fancy, or which vulgar prejudices do 


throw upon them : As all things, loo- 
ked upon by the corporeal eye through 
a miſt, do ſeem bigger than in reali- 
ty they are, ſo to the eye of our 
mind all things (both good and evil) 


- ſeem hugely enlarged, when viewed 


through the foggs of our dusky ima- 
gination, or -of popular conceit. If 
we will eſteem that very good, which 
with a gay appearance dazleth our 
imagination, or which the common 


_ admiration and applauſe of men re- 


commendeth, the moſt vain and 
worthleſs, the moſt dangerous, the 


moſt miſchievous things often will 


appear ſuch; and if we pleaſe fo ac- 
compt thoſe things greatly bad which 
look -ugly or horridly to imagination, 
which are defamed by the injudicious 

part 
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part of men; or which men. common- 
ly do loath, do fret at, do wail for, 
we ſhall-take the beſt, moſt innocent, 
moſt uſefull, moſt wholſome things 
for ſuch ; and accordingly theſe er- 
rours of our minds will be followed. 
by a perverſe' praftice, productive of 
diſatisfa@ion and diſpleaſure to us. 
No man ever will be ſatisfied, who 
values things according to the price 


which fancy ſetteth on them, or ac-- 


cording to the rate they bear in the 
common market ; ' who diſtinguiſheth 
not between good and: famous, bad 
and infamous ; who is afte&ted accor- 
dingly with the want of thoſe things, 
which men call. good, with the pre- 
ſence of thoſe, which they term bad. 

But if we judge of things as God 
declareth, as impartial and cautious 
reaſon diftateth, as experience dili- 
gently obſerved (by their fruits and 
conſequences) diſcovereth them to be, 
we ſhall have little cauſe to be afec- 
ted by the want, or prefence of any 
ſuch thing which is wont to produce 
difcontent. 

12. We ſhould to this purpoſe take 


eſpecial care to ſearch out through our 
X 
con- 
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condition, and pick thence the good 
that is. therein, making the beſt we 
can of it, enjoying and improving it;;. 
but what is inconvenient or offenſive 
therein declining it, diminiſhing it, . 
tempering it ſo well as. we may, al- 
ways forbearing to. aggravate it. 
There are in nature divers ſimples, 
which have in them ſome part, or 
ſome juice very. noxious, which be- 
ing ſevered and caſt away, the reft 
becometh wholſome food; neither in- 
deed is. there any thing in nature fo 
venomous, but that, from it by art 
and induſtry may he extracted ſome- 
what medicinal, and of! good uſe, 
when. duly applied; fo in moſt ap- 
parent evils lieth incloſed, much. good, 
which if we carefully: ſeparate (ca- 
ſting away. the intermixed droſs and 
fue) we ſhall find henefit and: taſte 
comtort thence ; there is: nothing; fo 
thoroughly bad, as being well orde- 
red, and opportunely miniftred will 
nat doe us much good: Sg if from pa- 
verty we caſt away or bear quiegy 

that which a little pincheth;the pans 4 
or grateth. on the fancy, and epjoy 
the undifiracedneſs of mind; the lti- 
berty, 
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berty, the leiſure, the health,' the {e- 
curity from enyy , obloquy , ſtrife, 
which it aftordeth, how fatisfatory 
may. it become to us? The like con- 
VEniences are 1n diſgrace, diſappoint- 
ment, and other ſuch evils, which 
being improved may endear them to 
us: Even fin it ſelf (the worſt of evils, 
the onely true evil) may yield great 
benefits to us ; 1t may render us ſober 


cs i 4% 


and lowly in our own eyes, devout in 


imploring. mercy , and thankfull to 


God. for it ; mercifull and charitable 
toward others in oyr opinions and 
cenſures ; more laborious in our good 
practice, and-watchfull over our ſteps : 
and if this deadly poiſon well adnuni- 
ſtred. yieldeth effects ſo exceedingly 
beneficial and falutary, what may 0- 
ther harmleſs ( though unhandſome, 
and unpleaſant ) things doe, being 
Skilfully managed 2 

£3. It is a moſt efftetual means of 
y ain content, and curing difcon- 
tent, to rowle and fortifie our faith in 
God, by with moſt ſerious attention 
reflecting upon the arguments and 
experiments, -Which aſſure ys concer- 
ning! God's particular providence oVer 
all, 
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all, over us. It is really infidelity (in 
whole, or in part, no faith, or a ſmall 
and weak faith) which is at the root 
as of all ſin, ſo particularly of diſcon- 
tent: for how 1 it poſſible, did we 
firmly believe, .and with any meaſure 
of attention conſider, that God taketh 
care of us, that he tendereth our-good, 
that he is ready at hand to ſuccoye 
us, (how then, I fay, is it poflible) 
that we ſhould fear-any want, or grie- 
vouſly - reſent any thing incident 2 
But we like St. Peter are cArybmca, 
of little faith, therefore we cannot 
walk on tbe ſea ; but in deſpair ſink 


down: ſometimes our faith is buried 


in oblivion or'careleſneſs ; we forget, 
or mind not that there 15 a provi- 
dence; but look on things as if they 


_ fell out caſually or fatally ; thence ex- 


pet no.redreſs from heaven, ſo tum- 
ble into deſpair and diſconſolateneſs. 
Sometimes becauſe God *doth not in 
our time and our way relieve us or. 
gratifie us we ſlip into profane doubt, 


' queſtioning in our hearts whether he 


doth indeed regard us, or whether a- 
ny relief is to be expeted from him ; 
not :conſidering, that onely God'can 

| tell 
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tell when, and how it 1s beſt 'to pro- 
ceed ; that often it is not expedient 


I93 


our. wiſhes ſhould be granted ; that 


we are not wiſe enough, or. juſt e- 
nough to appoint or chuſe for our 
ſelves; that it is impoſſible for God 
to gratifie. every man ; that it would 
be a mad world, it God in his govern- 
ment thereof ſhould fſatisfie all our 
deſires. 

We forget how often God hath ſuc- 
coured us in our needs and ſtraits, 
how continually he hath provided for 
us ; how patiently and mercifully he 
hath born with us ; what miracles of 
bounty and mercy he hath performed 
in our behalf ; we are like that diſ- 
truſtfull and inconſiderate people, 


who remembred. not the hand of God, Pal. 18. 42. 


nor the day when he delivered them : 
ibs 
mercies ; but ſoon forgat his works, 
and waited not for his counſel; They 
forgat God their Saviour , who had 
done great things in Egypt, wondrous 
works in the land of Ham, and terrible 
things in the red Sea. | 
From ſuch diſpoſitions in us our 


difcontents do ſpring ; and we can- ' 
O not. 


not the multitude of his Pfal. 106. 7, 
13, 2T. 
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| not cure them, but by recolle&tihg 


Pal. 22. 19. 
AG. I. 81 Is 


$9. 7. 144-1- 


Pſal. 73. 26. 
27:Is 9-7 


our ſelves from ſuch forgetfulneſs and 
negligence ; by ſhaking off ſuch wic- 
ked doubts and diftruſts ; by fixing 
our hearts and hopes on him, who a- 
lone can help us ; who 1s oar ftremth, 

* the firength of our heart, of « our tfe, 
of onr fatuution. 

Of him (to conclude) let us kn Z 
bly implore, that he in mercy would 
| beſtow upon us grace to ſubmit in all 
things to his will, to acquieſce in all 
his difpenſations, gladly to embrace 
and undergo whatever he allotteth to 
us; in every condition, and for all 
events befalling us heartily to adore, 
thank and bleſs him : Even (o to the 
Ever Blefled God, our gratious maker 
and preſerver, be eternally rendred all 
glory, thankſgiving and praiſe. Amen. 


ET OF | 
PATIENCE. 


The Sixth Sermon. 


——_—__ 


tPET. I. 2x. 


Becauſe alſo Chriſt ſuffered for us, lea- 
wing us an example, that ye ſhould 
follow his ſteps. 


N theſe words two things appear 
eſpecially obſervable; a duty un- 
-=- plicd (the = of patience) and 


a reaſon expreſfled, which enforceth 


the practice of that duty (the example 
of Chriſt.) We ſhall (uſing no more 
Preface, or circumftance ) firſt briet- 
ly, in way of explication and directt- 
on, touch the duty it ſelf, then more 
largely deſcribe, and urge the exam- 
ple. 2 


O 2 The 
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The word patience hath , in com-_ 
mon uſage, a double meaning, taken 
from- the reſpe&t it hath unto two 
ſorts of objects, ſomewhat different. 
As it reſpecteth provocatipns to an-. 
ger, and revenge. by injuries, or dif- 
courteſies, it ſignifieth a diſpoſition of 
mind to bear them with charitable 
meekneſs; as it relateth to adverſities 
and croſſes diſpoſed to us by provi- 
dence, it - importeth a pious undergo- 
ing and ſuſtaining them. That both 
theſe kinds of patience may here be 
underſtood,. we may, conſulting and 
conſidering the context , eaſily dif- 
cern : that which immediately prece- 
deth, IF when ye doe well, and ſuffer 


for it , ye take it patiently, this is ac- 


ceptable to God , relateth to good en- 
durance of adverſity ; that which pre- 
ſently followeth, who when he was re- 
viled, reviled not - , when he ſuf- 


fered he threatued not , reterreth to 


meek comporting with provocations : 


'The Text therefore, as it looketh 
backward, doth recommend the pati- 
ence of adverſities, as forward, the 
patience of contumelies. But ſeeing 
both theſe objeCts are reducible to one - 


more 
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more general, comprizing both, that 
is, things ſeeming evil tous, or offen- 
ſive to our ſenſe, we may ſo explicate 
the duty of patience , as to include 
them both. 

Patience then is that vertue, which 
qualifieth us. to bear all conditions , 
and all events, by God's diſpoſal inci- 
dent to us, with ſuch apprehenſions 
and perſuaſions'of mind, ſuch diſpoſt- 
tions and affections of heart, ſuch ex- 
ternal deportments, and pradtices of 
life as God requireth, and good reaſon 
directeth. Tts nature will, I conceive, 
be underſtood beſt by conſidering the 
chief acts which it produceth, and 
wherein eſpecially the practice there- 
of conſiſteth ; the which briefly are 
theſe. 

I.A thorough perſuaſion,that nothing 
befalleth us by fate, or by chance, or 
by the mere agency of inferiour cauſes, 
but thatall proceedeth from thediſpen- 
ſation, or with the allowance of God, 


( that, Afﬀidtion doth not come forth joy ,,s. 


of the duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out 


of the ground ; but that all, both good Lam 3. 38+ 


and evil proceedeth out of the mouth 
of the moſt- high) according as David 
edt Q 3 reflected, 
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refleted, 'when 'Shimez reviled him ; 
2 Sam. 16, Let him ( ſaid the goodiKing)) carſe, 
IO. becaufe the Lord hath -faid'unto him , 
carſe David;;and as Fob, whenihe was 
ſpoiled of all his goods, acknowledp- 
ſob 1. 21. 'ed, The Lord gave, and'the Lord hath 
taken away. ; 
2. A'firm belief, that all -occurren- | 
ces (however adverſe, and croſs -to 
our deſires ) 'are well-conſiſtent with 
"the juſtice, wiſedom and goodneſs of 
God; ſo 'that we cannot reaſonably 
diſapprove, repine «t, or complain of 
them ; but 'are 'bound 'and ready'to 
avow' with the P/aimiſt, that , AZ his 
Pal. 26. 10, Paths are mercy and trath'; He is righ- 
145. 17 Z#eous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
-works:; 'to judge ant fay with ZHezets- 
2 King, 20. *®- Good is the word of the Lord,which 
I9- thou haſt ſpoken ; to confeſs with Da: - 
Pſal: 119.7. vid unto him, Fl know, O Lord, that 
thy judgments are right ; and that thou 
in faithfulneſs haſt affliftted me. 
_ 3. Aftull fatisfaQtion of mind, that 
all - (even the moſt bitter, and fad ac- 
Jam. 12 eidents ) do ( according to' God's 
ov. 3-12- purpoſe _) 'tend, and conduce to our 
Heb. 12-5- 900d ; acknowledging 'the \truth of 


Rev. «+ I'9» , ®  # , . ' 
+” thoſe divine Aphorifmes ; #Zappy þe 
LECT INT 
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the man whors Gad corretteth ; whom 
the Lord loveth he correfteth, ever as 
a Father the Son,ty when he delighteth. 
As wany as 4 love 1rebthe,and chaſten. 

4 Anentire ſubmiſſion, and refig- 
nation of our wills tothe will of God ; 
ſuppreſiing all rebellious inſurre&ions, 
and grievous reſeatments of heart a- 
gainſt his providence ; which may 


| diſpoſe us heartily to ſay after our 


Lord, Let not my will, but thine be Luc. 22. 42. 
daye ; with good Eli, It is the Lord , 1Sam. 3.18. 
Let him doe what ſeemeth him good ; 
with David, Here 7 am , let him 2 Sam. 15. 
doe to me as ſeemeth good to him; 26. 
yea even with Socrates , If ſo it plea- 
ſeth God, (a let it be. 

5. Bearing adverſtties calmly, chear- 
fully and courageoufly ; fo as not to* 
be diſcompoled with anger, or grief ;" 


.. Not to be put out of humour, not to 


be dejected or diſheartned ; but in our 

diſpoſition of mind to reſemble the 
primitive Saints, who were ws Ay- 2 Cor. 6, 10- 
TSperu , ad 7) yagals , as grieved, 
but always rejaycing ; who took joyful- Heb. 10. 34: 
ly the ſpoiling of their goods, who ac- Jams 1+ 2+ 
campted it all jay when they fol into 


O 4: - 6. A 


27+ I 4o 


Pſal. 42. 5+ 


2 Cor. 4» 2, 


Lam. 4 26, 
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6. A hopefull confidence in God. 
for the removal or eaſement of our 
afflictions, and for his gratious aid to 
fupport them well ; agreeable to thoſe 
good rules and precepts ? 7 is good 
that a man ſhould both hope, and wait 
quietly for the ſalvation of the Lord; 


Plal. 39.79. Reſt in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him; wait on the Lord, be of good 


courage, and he ſhall trengthen thine 
heart ; according to the pattern of 
Davzd, who, in ſuch a caſe, thus rou- 
ſed and ſtaid himſelt: Why art thou 
caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 
diſquieted within me? hope thou in 


God, for IT ſhall yet praiſe him for the 


help of his countenance ; and aſter the 
holy Apoſtles, who in their moſt - for- 
lorn eſtate could fay; We are troubled 
ou every fide, yet not diſtreſſed ; we are 
perplexed, but not in deſpatr ; perſecu- 


ted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but 


not deſtroyed. | 

2. A willingneſs to continue, du- 
ring God's pleaſure, in our afflicted 
ſtate, without wearineſs, or irkſome 
longings for alteration ; according to 
that advice of the Wiſeman 5 My ſon, 


Pror. 3.11. deſpiſe mot the chaſtning of the Lord , 


_ neither 
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either be weary of his correfion ; and 
that of the Apoſtle, back'd with our 


Lord's example ; Confidering him that yg, 11, x, 
' endured ſuch contradittion of 


ſinners 


againſt himſelf , leſt ye be weary, and 


faint FL. Your minas. 


8. A lowly frame of mind ( that 
1s, being ſober in our conceits of our 
ſelves, ſenſible of our unworthineſs, 
and meanneſs, of our natural frailty, 
penury, and wretchedneſs ; of our 
manifold defects and miſcarriages in 
practicez being meek and gentle, ten- 
der and pliable in our temper, and 
frame of ſpirit ; being deeply atffect- 
ed with reverence and dread toward 
the awfull majeſty, mighty power , 
perfect juſtice and ſanctity of God ; 
all this ) wrought by our adverſity 
effe&tually , according to its deſign , 
quelling our haughty ſtomach , ſoſt- 
ning our hard hearts, mitigating our 
peeviſh humours ; according to Saint 


Peter's injunQtion , Be humbled un- | pet. $.6. 


der the mighty hand of God ; and God's 
own approbation joined with a gra- 
tious promiſe, 7o' this man will 7 


took * even to him that is of a poor and Ez, 66. 2. 


contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 


word, 


9. Re- 


20s 


Tfa, 8. 21s 


Jud. 16, 


Job Io 22» 
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9. Reſtraining our tongues . from 


all diſcontenttull complaints, and mur- 
murings, all prophane , harſh, unfa- 
voury expreſfions, importing diſplea- 


ſure, or diſlatisfaQtion in God's deal- 
ings toward us, arguing deſperation 


or diſtruſt in him ; ſuch as were thoſe 


of the impatient and incredulous //- 


Plal. 98. 19, Taclites ; They ſpake againſt God, and 
ſaid, can God furniſh a table in the 


wilderneſs > behold he ſmote the rock, 
that the waters guſhed out, and the 
ſtreams overflowed ; can he give bread 
alſo, can he provide fleſh for hi people ? 
Such as they uſed, of whom the Pro- 


phet ſfaxd— When they ſhall be hungry, 


they will fret themſelves, and curſe 
their King, and their God; ſuch as 
they were. guilty of, whom St. Jude 
calleth yoyluses , x21. wepinlitunicss , 
murmurers, and querulous perſons ( or 


ſuch as found fauk with their lot ) 


| that which is ſtyled , charging God 
fooliſhly ; for abſtaining from which 


(-notwithſtanding the preſſure of 
his moſt grievous calamities ) Fed is 
commended {( where 'tis ſaid, Fob /n- 
xed not, neither charged God fooliſhly) 
that wich the Frophet condemneth 
as 


J J vor ad 2 
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as unreaſonable in-that expoſtulation ; 


Wherefore doth the living man com- Lam. 3. 39s 


plain? 'In ſuch caſes we ſhould ſmo- 


ther our paſſions in .a ftill and ſilent Pfl. 37. 7. 
demeanour, as the Pſalmiſt adviſed, 4 1* 44: 
and as he practiſed .himſelf: 7 was pal. 35. 9. 


-dumb ( faith ihe ) and opened not my 
. .wouth, brcaufe it was thy doing. Yea 
-contrariwife patience:requireth 

Io. Bleffing and praiſing/God (that 
- 46, declaring our hearty fatisfa&tion'in 
-God's -proceedings with 'us, acknow- 
-ledging his wifedom , juftice and 
-goouneſs therein, exprefling a'grate- 
tull ſenſe thereof , as wholſome and 
-beneficial 'to us ) in conformity 'to . 
Fob , who , upon "the loſs of all his 
.comforts, did :thus vent 'his mind: 


The Lord gave , and the Lord hath Job 1.21. 


taken away ; bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. 
IT. Abſtaining from .all irregutar 
andunworthy courſes: toward the re- 
+moval, or redreſs of our croljes ; chu- 
ſing rather to abide quietly under 
ther -preflure , than by any unwar- 
Tantable 'means to ireheve or -relaxe 
our ſelves'; ccontented[y wearing, ra- 


Or 


ther than violently 4reaking our yoke , Jer. 5. 5. 
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1 Cor. 6. 7. 


I Pet. 4+ 19. 
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or burſting our bonds ; rather continu- 
ing poor, than ſtriving to enrich our 
ſelves by fraud or rapine ; rather ly- 
ing under contempt, than by ſinful 
or ſordid compliances attempting, to 
gain the favour and reſpect of men; 
rather embracing the meaneſt condi- 
tion, than labouring by any turbulenr, 
unjuſt, or uncharitable practices toam- 


Plifie our eſtate ; rather enduring any 


inconvenience, or diſtreſs, than ſetting 
our faces toward Agypt, or having re- 
courſe to any ſuccour, which God diſ- 
alloweth ; according to what is impli- 
ed in that reprehenſion of St. Paul, 
Now therefore zt is utterly a fault a- 
mong you , becauſe ye go to law one 
with another ; Why do ye mot rather 
take wrong; why do ye not rather ſuf- 
fer your ſelves to be defrauded 2. and 
in that advice of. St. Peter ; Let them 
that ſuffer according tothe will of God, 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to 
him in well-doing, as unto a faithful 
CYEarour, | 

12. A fair behaviour toward the 


- inſtruments and abettors of our afflic- 


tion ; thoſe who brought us into it, 
or who detain us under it, by keep- 


ing 
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ing off relief, or ſparing to yield the 
ſuccour which we might expeCt; the 
forbearing to expreſs any wrath or 
diſpleaſure, to exerciſe any revenge , 
to retain any grudge, or enmity to- 
ward them; but rather even upon 
that ſcore bearing good-will, and 
ſhewing kindneſs unto them ; unto 
them, not onely as to our brethren, 
whom according to the general law 
_ of charity we are bound to love, but 

as to the ſervants of God in this par- 
ticular caſe, or as to the inſtruments 
of his pleaſure toward us ; conſider- 
ing that by maligning or miſchiefing 
them, we do ſignifie ill reſentment of 
God's dealings with us, and in effect 
through their ſides, do wound his 
providence : thus did the pzous Arg 
demean himſelf, when he was bitter- 
Iy reproached, and curſed by Shimez ; 2 Sam. 16.7. 
not ſuffering ( upon this accompt ) 
any harm or requital to be offered to 
him; thus did the holy 4poſtles, who 
being reviled did bleſs, being perſecu- * Cor. 4-12: 
ted did bear it, being defamed did en- | 
treat; thus did our Lord deport him- 
ſelf toward his ſpitefull adverſaries , 
who being reviled did not revile again ; * Pet. 2-23 
when * © 
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when he ſuffered did not threaten, but 
committed it to him that judgeth righ- 
teoully. 4 ant 
x3. Particularly 1n. regard. to: thoſe, 
who by injurious. and offenſive uſage, 
do provoke us ; patience importeth, 
\-X. That we be not, haſtily, over: 
eaſily, not wnmoderately, not perti-: 
naciouſly incenſed with anger toward. 
them ; according to thoſe divine pre- 
Jam. 1. 19. Cepts , and aphoriſmes; Be flow zo 
Ecclele 7. 9+ wrath ; Be not baſty in thy ſpirit to be 
PT. ug = angry ; for anger reſteth in the boſame 
Rom.12- 19- of fools, Gzve place to wrath, ( that 
Eph. 4. 31, 35 remove it.) Let all bitterneſs, and 
26. wrath, aud anger, and clamour, and evil 
_ _— ſpeaking be put away from you, with af 
24. malice. Ceaſe from anger, {et go dif- 
Plat. 37 8: pleaſure, fret not thy ſelf any. wiſe to 
doe evil. at» grgl cron gh 
.... 2. That we do not in our hearts 
harbour any ull-will, or ill-withes, or 
H defigns toward them, but that we 
truely deſire their good, and purpoſe 
to further it; as we ſhall have ability 
and. occafion ; according, to that law 
( even charged on the Fews,) Thou 
Levit. 19-18. (halt wot bear any grudge againſt the 
children of thy people ; but thoa ſhalt 
love 
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love thy neighbour as thy ſelf ; and ac- 
cording tothat noble command of our' 
Saviour ; Love your enemies, pray for yaa. 5. 41 
them which depitefully uſe 6 s 2s = 6 = 
perfecute you. = 

3. That in effe&t we'do not exe- 
cute any revenge, or for requital doe 
any miſchief to them, either in word 
or deed ; but for their reproaches ex- 
change bleſſings ( or good words and 
wiſhes ) for their outrages repay be- 
nefits, and good turns ; according to 
thoſe Evangelical rules ; Doe good' #6 Matt. 3-44, 
them that hate you, Bleſ5 them that 3% 
curſe you : Bleſs them that perſecute gom. 12. 14. 
you, bleſs and curſe not : See that none * Thel. 515+ 
render evil for evil : Be pitiful}, be 1Pet. 3 g- 
courteous, not rendring evil for evil, or 
railing for railing, but  contrariwiſe 
bleſſing : If thine enemy hanger, feed Prov. 25. 21. 
him; if he thirſt, give him drink - $2 12:20: 
Say not I will doe to him as he hath Prov. 24 39: 
done to me; I will render to the man ** © 
according to his work : Say thou not 1 
will recompence evil, but wait on the 
Lord, and he (hat ſave thee. 

I4. In fine, patience doth include 
and produce a general meekneſs and 
kindneſs of affeRtion, together with 


al 


Rom12. 15» 
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an enlarged ſweetneſs, and pleafant- 
ms in converſation and carriage to- 


. ward all men; implying, that, how 


hard ſoever our caſe, how ſorry:or ſad 
our condition is,, we are not there- 
fore angry 'with the world, becauſe 


we do not thrive, or flouriſh in it; that 


we are not diflatisfied , or diſguſted 
with the proſperous eſtate of other 
men; that we are not become ſullen 
or froward toward any man, becauſe 
his. fortune excelleth ours ; but that 
rather we do rejoice with them that 
rejoice ; we do find complacence, and 
delight i in their good ſucceſs, we bor- 


row  fatisfation and pleaſure from: 


their enjoyments. 

In theſe, and the like -aQs, the pra- 
tice of this vertue ( a vertue, which 
all men, in this ſtate of inward weak- 


neſs, and outward trouble; ſhall have 
much need and frequent. occaſion to 


exerciſe) conſiſteth ; unto which prac- 


© tice, even Philoſophy, natural reaſon , 
.and common ſenſe do ſuggeſt many 


inducements ; the tenour of our holy 
faith and religion do ſupply more 
and better ; but nothing can more 
clearly diredt, or more powerfully EX- 
cite 


7 > 
o 4 « 
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cite thereto, than that admirable ex- 
ample, by which our Text doth en- 
force it: ſome principal of thoſe rati- 
onal - inducements we ſhall curſorily 
touch , then inſiſt upon this exam- 
Fe: 

7 It will generally induce us to bear 
patiently all things incident , if we 
conſider, That it is the natural right 
and prerogative of God to diſpoſe of 
all things, ro aſſign our ſtation here , 
and allot our portion to us ; whence 
1t is a moſt wrongfull infolence in us, 
by complaining of our ſtate, to con- 
teſt his right, or impeach his manage- 
ment thereofz That we are obliged to 
God's free bounty for numberleſs great 
benefits and favours; whence it is vile 
1ngratitude to be diſgleaſed for the 
want of ſome leſle onveniences ; 

That God having undeMaken, and pro- 
miſed to ſupport and ſuccour us, it 1s 
. a heinous affront to diſtruſt him, and 
conſequently to be diſſatisfied with 
our condition ; That ſeeing God doth 
infinitely better underſtand what 1s 
good for us, than we can do; he is 
better affeted toward us, and more 
truly loyeth us than we do our —_ ; 
: P e 
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he with an unqueſtionable right hath 
an uncontrollable power to diſpoſe of 
us, it 15 moſt reaſonable to acquieſce 
in his choice of our ſtate ; That ſince 
we have no claim to any good, or any 
pleaſure, and thence in withholding 
= 6 no wrong 1s done to us, 'tis un- 
juſt and frivolous to murmur , or 
grumble; ſince we are, by nature , 
God's ſervants, it is fit the appoint- 
ment of our rank, our garb, our diet, 
all our accommodations, and employ- 
ments 1n his family, ſhould be left en- 
tirely to his diſcretion and pleaſure; 
That we being grievous ſinners, Jeſs 
than the leaſt of Gods mercies, meri- 
ting no good, but deſerving fore pu- 
5 Hin. an him, it 15 juſt, that we 
ſhould be highly content and thank- 
full for any thing on this fide death 
and damnation; That our afflictions, 
being the natural fruits and reſults of 
our choice, or voluntary miſcarriages, 
it 15. reaſonable we ſhould blame our 
ſelves rather than pick quarrels with 
Providence for them.. That our con- 
dition, be it what it will, cannot, be- 
ing duly eſtimated, .be extremely. bad, 
or /olupportably grieyous; for that 
T 


as 
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as no condition here is perfe&tly and 
purely good ( not deficient in ſome 
accommodations, not blended with 
ſome troubles ) fo there is none that 
hath not its conveniencies and com- 
forts ; for that it is our fond concelts, 
oyr froward hymours , our perverſe 
behaviours, which create the miſchiefs 
adherent to any ſtate ; for that alſo 
how forlorn ſoever our caſe 13, we can- 
not fail, if we pleaſe, of a capacity to 
enjay goods far more than counter- 
vailing all poſſible want of theſe goods, 
or preſence of theſe evils; we may 
have the uſeof our reaſon, a good con- 
ſcience, hope in God, aſſurance of 
God's love and fayour, abundance of 
ſpiritual bleſſings here, and a certain 
title to eternal glory and bliſs hereaf- 
ter ; Which if we can have, our con- 
dition cannot be deemed uncomforta- 
ble. That indeed our adverlity is a 
thing very good and wholſome, very 
profitable and deſirable, as a means of 
breeding, improving and exerciſing 
the beſt vertyes, of preparing us for, 
and entitling us to the beſt rewards. 
That our ſtate cannot eyer be deſpe- 
rate, our adverſity probably may not 
| P 2 be 


Job $. J- 
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be kſting ( there being no connexi- 


on between the preſent and the fu- 
ture, viciſſitudes being frequent, all 
things depending on the arbitrary dil- 
penſation of God, who doth always 
pity us, and is apt to relieve us;) That 
however our affliction will not out-' 
live our ſelves, and certainly muſt 
ſoon expire with our life. That this 
world is not a place of perfe& conve- 
nience, or pure delight ; we come not 
hither to doe our will, or enjoy our 
pleaſure, we are not born to make 
laws, or pick our condition here; but 
that zZroub/e is natural and proper to 
us (We are born thereto, as the ſparks 


x Cor-10.13- fy apwards. ) No tribulation ſeiſeth 


us, but ſach as is humane ; whence tis 
reaſonable that we contentedly bear 


'the crofles ſutable to our nature and 


ſtate. That no adverſity 1s in kind , 
or degree, peculiar to us, but if we 
ſurvey the_ conditions of other men 
( of our brethren every where, of our 
neighbours all about us ) and com- 

are our caſe with theirs, we ſhall 
find, that we have many conforts, and 
aſlociates in adverſity, molt as ill, ma- 
ny far worſe beſtead than our ſelves; 

whence 
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whence it muſt be a great fondneſs 
and perverſneſs to be diſpleaſed that 
we are not exempted from, but expe- 
ſed to bear-a ſhare in the common 
troubles and burthens of mankind. 
That it hath particularly been the lot 
of the beſt: men ( perſons. moſt ex- 
cellent in vertue, and moſt deep in 
God's favour) to ſuſtain adverſity ; 
and it therefore becometh us willing- 
ly and cheartully to accept it. That,in 
fine, patience it felf is the beſt remedy 
to eaſe us in, to reſcue us from ad- 
verſity; for it cannot much anno 
us, if we bear it patiently, God will, 
in mercy, remove 1t, if we pleaſe him, 
by demeaning our ſelves well under 
it; but that impatience doth not at 
all conduce to our relief, doth 1n- 
deed exaſperate , and augment our 
- pain : Such conſiderations may induce 
us to a patience 1n general reſpecting 
all ſorts of evil. 

There are alſo reaſons particularly 
diſpoſing to bear injuries and contu- 
melies from men calmly and meekly, 
without immoderate wrath, ranco- 
rous hatred, or ſpitefull revenge to- 
ward them : Becauſe they do proceed 
of F . from 
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from divine providence, diſpoſing or 
permitting them (for the trial ot our 
patience, the abaſing our pride, the 
exerciſing of ſome other vertues, or 

for other good purpoſes } to fall up- 

on us; Becauſe vindication of miſde- 
meanours committed againſt us doth 

not appertain to us; we not being 
competent Judges of them, nor right- 

full executours of the pumſhments 

due to them ; God having reſerved to 

himſelf the right of deciſion , and 

wer of execution : Yengeance is 

Heb: 1 «rom a , ſaith the Lord, 7 D repay 
Deut- 32-35» 2f, Becauſe we are obliged to inter- 
Vid. Tert. de pret charitably the actions of our 
pat. cep. 10 neighbour, ſuppoſing his miſcarriages 
"to proceed from infirmiry, from miſ- 

take, or from ſome cauſe, which we 

ſhould be rather inclinable-to excuſe, 

than to proſecute with hatred, or re- 

venge. Becauſe indeed our neigh- 

bours moſt culpable offences, as iſſuing 

from diſtemper of mind, -are more 
reaſonably the obje&s of compaſſion , 

and charity, than of anger, or ill-w1ll. 

Becauſe we-are bound -to forgive all 

injuries by the command of God, and 

in conformity to his example., who 
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paſſeth by innumerable moſt heinous 
offences committed againſt himſelf : 
Gratious u the Lord, and full of com- Plal.145.8. 
paſſion, ſlow to auger, and of great mer- 85. I5. 

cy; long-ſuſfering, and plenteous in 

mercy aud truth; ſo muſt we be allo , 

if we will be like him, or pleaſe him. 

Becauſe we our ſelves, being ſubject 

to incur the ſame faults in kind, or 

greater in value, do need much par- 

don, and ſhould thence be ready to al- 

low it unto others ; both in equity , 

and in gratitude toward God; leſt that 

in the Goſpel be applied to us; O thox ware. 18. 323 
wicked ſervant, 7 forgave thee all that 

debt , becauſe thou defiredſ® me ; 

Shouldſt not thou alſo have had com- 

paſſion upon thy fellow ſervant, even as 

7 had pity on thee? Becauſe God hath 

made it a neceſſary condition of our 
obtaining mercy ; promiſing us fa- 

your if we yield it, menacing us ex- 

tremity , if we refuſe it : /f ye for- yi. 5.14 
grve men their treſpaſſes, your heaven- Feoclui. 8. 2. 
ly father will alfo forgive you; But if _ bg44 
ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes , OY 
neither will your father forgive your 
treſpaſſes. Becauſe our neighbour 

ſuffering'by our revenge in any man- 

| T T4 _— 
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ner (in his body, intereſt, or repu- 

tation ) doth not any-wiſe profit us, 

or benefit our eſtate, but -needleſly 

doth multiply and encreaſe the ſtock 

of miſchief in the world; yea com- 

monly doth bring farther evil upon 

our ſelves, provoking him to go on in 

offending us, rendring him more im- 

placably bent againſt us, engaging us 

conſequently deeper in ſtrife and trou- 

ble :. Becauſe no wrong, no diſgrace , 

no prejudice we can receive from 

men is of much conſequence to us, if 

our mind be not diforder'd if we are 

free from thoſe bad paſſions , which 

really are the worſt evils that can be- 

fall us. Becauſe, in fine, impatience it 

ſelf is inſignificant, and ineftetual to 

any good purpoſe; or rather produ- 

.. . Ceth 1ll effects ; It doth not cure our 
Jacrrco quis - , 

zeledirut d- Wound, or aſlwage our grief ; it re- 

tex , quia movyeth no inconvenience, nor repal- 
frufus leden- . 

Tis in dolve Teth any damage we have received ; 

le]; eft. Tert. but rather enflameth our diſtemper , 


de pat. 8. | 11N - more 
$7 rrientis 2nd aggravateth our pain ; more real- 


incubabo, non |y indeed moleſting and hurting us, 


dolebs : [7 _— 2 . . 
CE bo. af- than the injury or diſcourteſie which 


ciſci non deſi- cauſeth it: Thus briefly doth reaſon 


drrabo. Ib. dictate tous the praCtice of all patience. 


But 


o_ 
| 
- 
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But the example propoſed by the 
Apoſtle here, and otherwhere by Saint 
Paul ( Let the ſame mind be in you , phi, », My 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus (by 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ( Let us yer,ro. 1,2. 
run with patience the race that is ſet 
before us, Looking unto Feſus the aus 
thour and finiſher of our faith — ) by 
our Lord himſelf ( Learn of me , for wat. rx. 29. 
T am meek and lowly ) that doth in | 
a more lively manner expreſs how in 
ſuch caſes we ſhould deport our ſelves, 
and moſt ſtrongly engageth us tocom- 
ply with duries of this nature. Let us 
now therefore deſcribe it, and recom- 
mend it to your conſideration. 

The example of our Lord was in- Vid. Tertull. 
deed in this kind the moſt remarka- & Pt <3 
ble that ever was preſented, the'moſt 7 5h 
perfe&t rhat can be imagined : He 
was, above all expreſſion, a man of ſor xc, 53, 2. 
rows and acquainted with grief ; he did 
undertake , as to perform the beſt - 
works, ſo to endure the worſt acci- 
dents,-to which humane nature is 1ub- 
ject ; his whole lite being no other 
than one continual exerciſe of pati- 
ence, and meekneſs, 1n all the parts , 
and to the utmoſt degrees of them - 
” MY a 
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If we trace the footſteps of his life, 
from the ſordid manger to the bloudy 
croſs, we ſball not be able to obſerve 
any matter of complacence, ſcarce any 
of comfort ( in reſpe& to his natural 
or worldly ſtate) to have befallen 
him. 

His parentage was mean, to appear- 
ance, and his birth, in all exteriour 
as, circumſtances, deſpicable : 7s not thu 
Marc. 6. 3. the Carpenter's Son ? were words of 
contempt and offence, upon all occa- 
ſions thrown upon him. 
His lite was ſpent not onely in 
continual labour, and reſtleſs travel , 
but in hard poverty, yea in extreme 
penury, beneath the ſtate, not onely 
of the meaneſt men, but of the moſt 
Marr. 8. 20. ſhifting beaſts: The foxes have holes , 
and the birds of the air have neſts, 
but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head. | 
Matt.2r. 18, For his neceſſary ſuſtenance we find 


19. him often deſtitute of ordinary provi- 


Null n= fon ( as when he ſought food from 
fo bers, the barren fig-tree) __ indebted for 
Tert, it to the courteſie, and ( as it were ) 
alms of the'vileſt people, of Publicans 
and Sinners : 10 51 iacts xn , 
E 2 
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he was ( as the Apoftiz faith) a beg- 2 Cor. 8. 9. 


gar for us. 

Yet may we never perceive him a- 
ny-wite diſcontented with, or com- 
plaining of his condition ;, not diſcou- 
raged, or depreſſed in ſpifir thereby , 
not ſokicitouſly endeavouring any 'cor- 
reftion or change thereof; but wil- 
lingly embracing it, heartily acquieſ- 
cing 'therem ; and, notwithſtanding 
all its inconveniencies, chearfully dif- 
charging his duties, vigoroufly purſu- 
ing his main deſigns ot procuring glo- 
ry to'God, and benefit to men. 

Nor did he onely with content un- 
dergo the incommodities of a poor 
eſtate, but he was ſurrounded with 
continual dangers ; the moſt :power- 
full men of thoſe times ( enraged 
with envy, ambition, and avarice) de- 
ſperately maligning him ; -and being 
incef{antly attentive upon all occaſt- 
ons'to moleſt, -hurt and deſtroy him: 


The world ( 2s: he faith himſelf that Joh. 15. 18. 


is, all the powerfull and formidable 
partof the: world ):bating.me ; Yet did 
not this.any-wiſe:difmay, or :diftem- 
per him., -nor'cauſe -him. either 'to're- 
- Pane at his condition, or 'decline'his 
duty. 


Foh. 7. 25+ 


Luc. 4. 30» 
Matt. 21. 27. 
22.18, 


Joh. 15. 25+ 


Joh, IO, 3TIs 
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duty. He utterly. diſregarded * all 
their ſpitefull machinations, perſiſting 
immoveable. in the proſecution of his 
pious and charitable undertakings, to 
the admiration of thoſe who obſerved 
his demeanour: 7s not thy he ( ſaid 
they) whom they ſeck to kill ? but lo 
he ſpeaketh boldly. 

He did indeed ſometimes oppor- 
tunely ſhun their fury, and prudently 
did elude their ſnares, but never went 
violently to repell them,or to execute 
any revenge for them ; improving 
the wonderfull power he was endew- 
ed with, altogether to the advantage 
of mankind, never to the. bane or 
hurt of his malitious enemies. 

Senſible enough he was of the cauſe- 
leſs hatred they bare him ; ( ?pciomory 
me Buerzy, They, ſaid he, have hated 
me for nothing ; ) and of their extreme 
ingratitude ; yet never could he be 
provoked to reſent, or requite their 
dealing ; ſee how mildly he did expo- 
ſtulate the caſe with them; The (faith 
St. Fohn ) the Jews took up ſlones to 


ſtone him: Feſus anſwered them , Ma- 


ny good works have I ſhewed you from 
my Patber', for which of. thoſe do ye 
ſtone me ? To 


Serm. VI. Of Patience. 


To be extremely hated, and inhu- 
manely perſecuted without any fault 
commited , or. juſt occaſion. offered, 
is greatly incenfive of humane paſli- 
on ; but for the pureſt, and ſtrongeſt 
good-will, for the moſt unexpreſlible 
beneficence, to be recompenced with 
moſt virulent reproaches, moſt odious 
flanders, moſt outrageous miſuſages , 
How exceeding was that meekneſs , 
which without any ſignification of re- 
_gret, or diſguſt, could endure 1t ? 
Out of moſt tender charity, and ar- 


dent deſire of their falvation, he in- war. : 


ſtructed them, and inſtilled heavenly 
dodrine into their minds, what 
thanks, what reward did he receive 
for that great favour? to be reputed, 
and reported an impoſtour : TAzve 7 


oyAmw , he ( ſaid they ) doth impoſe Joh 7. 12. 


upon the people. | 

He took. occaſion to impart the 
great bleſſing of pardon for fin to 
ſome of them, confirming his autho- 
rity of doing it by a miraculous work 
of goodneſs; How did they reſent 


Matt. 29. 63» 


ſuch an obligation 2 by accomprting mart. g. 3, 
him a blaſphemer : Behold ( faith &*« 


Saint Matthew ) certain of the Scribes 
| ſaid 
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faid within themſelves, this man blaſ- 

phemeth : which moſt harſh and uns 

| charitable cenſure of theirs he did not 

fiercely reprehend, but calmly diſcuf- 

ſed, and refuted by a, clear reaſoning ; 

Tl 4 jpfic% ome aw; Wherefare conn 

cezve ye evil in your hearts; far whe 

ther is eafier to ſay, thy fins are for- 

given thee., or to ſay ariſe and walk ? 

" _ that is, Is it not credible that he , 
ngratos CA : 

ravit, inſidi- Who can perform the one, may dif- 

atoribs ©} penſe the other ? 2 

| clara He freed them from moſt grievous 

diſeaſes, yea reſcued them from the 

greateſt miſchief poſſible in nature, be- 

AQ. 10. 38. 10g poſſeſſed by the unclean Fiend ; 

_ How did they entertain this mighty 

benefit, by moſt horrible calumny,ac- 

cuſing him of Sorcery, or conſpiracy 

"OP with the Devil himſelf > The Phari- 

12.24 Sees ſaid, he caſteth out Devils by the 

Prince of the Devils ; yea thence at- 

tributing to him the very name and 

Matt. 10-26; title of the grand Devil : | f they bave 

called the maſter of the houſe Beelze- 

bub , how math more ( ſhall they de- 

fame ) them of his houſhold 2 Yet this 

moſt injurious defamation he no other- 

wiſe rebuketh, than by a mild dif- 


courſe, 
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courſe, ſtrongly confuting it; Every Matt. 12. 25, 


Kingdom ( faid he) divided againſt 
at ſelf is brought to deſolation——and 
if Satan caſt out Satan, he is divided 
againſt himſelf ; how then ſhall his 
Kingdom fland ? that is, the Devil bet- 
ter underſtands his intereſt, than to 
aſſiſt any man in diſpoſkeſling himſelf. 

He did conſtantly labour! in re- 
claiming them from errour and fn, in 
converting them to God and good- 
neſs, in propoſing fair overtures of 
grace and mercy to them, in ſhewing 
them by word and practice the ſure 
way to happineſs ; What iſſue was 
there of all his cate and pains 2 What 
but neglect, diſtruſt, diſappointment, 
rejection of himſelf, of what he ſaid , 


and what he did? Who hath believed Joh. 12. 38 


our report, and to whom hath the arme 
of the Lord been revealed? was a Pro- 
phecy , abundantly verified by their 
carriage toward him. _ | 
Theſe, and the like uſages, which 
he perpetually did encounter, he con- 
ſtantly received without any. paſſio- 
nate diſturbance of mind, any bitter 
reflextons upon that generation, any 
revengetull enterpriſes againſt them ; 
yea 
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yea requited them with continued 
earneſtneſs of hearty deſires, and la- 
borious endeavours tor their good. 

We might obſerve the ingratefull 
diſreſpe&ts of his own Countrymen , 
and kindred toward him, which he 
paſſeth over without any grievous diſ- 
dain; rather excuſing it, by noting 
that entertainment to have been no 


peculiar accident to hirnſelf, but uſu- , 


Luc. 4. 24. Al to allof like employment ; No Pro- 
Marr. 13. 57- phet ( ſaid he) 7s acceptable in his 
own countrey, | 
Non ill; ſal- We might alſo mention his patient 
tem civitati ſyffering/ repulſes from ſtrangers ; as 
| orbit when being [refuſed admittance into 
rats eft.cum a Samaritane Village, and his diſci- 
eiam /ciPie ples being incenſed with'that rude diſ- 
melioſo oppido courteſie, would: have firecalled down 
wg {15 from heaven toconſume-rhoſe churls, 
voluiſenc, he reſtrained their unadviſed wrath, 
Tert. and thus expreſſed his admirable meek- 
neſs; The Son of man” is not come to 
deftroy mens lives, but to ſave them. 
We might likewiſe remark his 
7 SED meek comporting with the ſtupid 
Matt. 17. 17, 20d © perverſe incredulity of his dit- 
Nm peccato- Ciples, notwithſtanding ſo many preg- 
res, mn publi- 12nt, and palpable inducements cont- 


cans aſperna- 
2:3 eſt, Tert. - © nually 


Luc. 9. 5 
55, a; 


Li 
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nually exhibited for confirmation of 

their faith ; the which, he no other- 

wiſe, than ſometime gently , admo- 

niſheth them of, ſaying, 7 SA 58, Matt. 8. 26. - 
enema ; Why are ye fearful, O.ye of '* 3" | 
little faith? 6Aryoms't, m 8352s; O 

thou of ſmall faith , why didſt thou 

doubt ? 

What ſhould I inſiſt on theſe , al- 
though very remarkable inſtances ? 
ſince that one ſcene of his moſt grie- 
vous ( ſhall I ſay, or glorious) paſſj- 
on doth repreſent urito us a perfect, 
and moſt lively image of the higheſt 
patience and meeknelſs poſſibÞ: of the 
greateſt ſorrow that ever was or could 
be, yet of a patience ſurmounting it ; 
of the extremeſt-malice that ever was 
conceived, yet of a charity overſway- 
ing it; of injury moſt intolerable, 
yetof a meekneſs willingly and ſweet- 
ly bearing it ? There-may we obſerve 
the greateſt provocations from all 
hands to paſſionate animoſity of ſpi- 
rit, and intemperate heat of ſpeech , 
yet no diſcovery of the leaſt diſorder- 
ly, angry, or revengefull thought, the 
leaſt raſh, bitter, or reproachfull word, 
but all undergone with cleareſt fere- 


Q nity 
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nity of mind, and ſweetneſs of carri- 
age toward all perſons. 
To Judas,who betrayed him, How 


- doth he addreſs himſelf: 2 Doth he uſe 


Matt. 26. $0. 


ſon would not have 


ſuch terms as the Man deſerved, or as 


paſſion would have ſuggeſted, and _ 
\ Ffxttowed > D; ? 
he ſay, Thou moſt perfidious villain, 
thou monſter of iniquity and ingra- 
titude ; thou deſperately wicked 
wretch ; Doſt thou, prompted by 
thy baſe covetouſneſs, treacherouſly 
attempt to ruine thy gratious Maſter, 
and beſt Friend; thy moſt benign 
and bountifull Saviour 3 ? No, in ſtead 
of ſuch proper language , he uſeth 
the moſt courteous and endea- 
ring terms: "ETaize, # & J 
Friend ( or companion ) for what 
doſt thou come 2 Or what is thy buſt- 
neſs here ? a tacite charitable warn- 
ing there is to refle& upon his un- 
worthy and wicked action, but no- 
thing apparent of wrath , or re- 
proach. 
From his own diſciples and fer- 
vants, who had beheld his many mt- 
raculous works, and were indebted 
to him for the greateſt favours, he 
reaſo- 


/ 


/ 
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reaſonably might have expected a 
" moſt faichfull adherence, and moſt 
diligent attendance on him in that 
jun&ture ; yet he found them care- 
leſs, and ſlothfull : What then? How 
did he take'it ? Was he angry, did he 
upbraid; did he ſtorm at them? Did 
he threaten to diſcard them 2 No ; he 
onely firſt gently admoniſheth them : 


227 


What could ye not watch one hour with Matt. 26. 40, 


me 2 then a little exciteth , them , 45: 


Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation : he withall ſuggeſt- 
eth an excule for their drowſineſs and 
dullneſs ; The Spirit is willing , but 
the fleſh is weak; in fine, he indul- 
geth to their weakneſs, letting them 
alone, and ſaying, x4 SvItre Amer, 
Slee on now and take your reſt. 


When he foreſaw they would be 


offended at his ( to appearance ) dif- 
aſtrous eſtate, and fearfully would de- 


P 


ſert him, he yet expreſſed no indigna- Mart. 26. 3r; 


tion againſt them, or decreafe of af- 
tection toward them upon that'ſcore; 
but ſimply mentioneth it, as uncon- 
= in 1t, and not affected there- 

Y- 


Q 2 And 


228 


Luc. 22.61, 
62, | 
"EviCAsls 
Tow TltTew. 


Joh. 18. 23. 
Cypr. Epiſt. 
G5, . 


—_ 
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And the. unworthy Apoſtacy. of. 
that diſciple, whom he had eſpecially 
favoured and dignified, he onely did 
mildly forewarn him-of, requiting_ it 
foreſeen by the promiſe of his own 
ette&tual prayers tor his ſupport and 
recovery ; and when St. Perer had 
committed that heinous fact, our good 
Lord onely looked -on him with an 
eye of charity. and compaſſion; which 
more efficaciouſly ſtruck him, than 
the moſt dreadfull threat, or ſharp 
reprehenſion could have done ; Peter 
thereupon went out, and wept bit- 
terly.. E 
Whenthe High-Prieſts officer, up- 


on. no. reaſonable occaſion, did inju- 


riouſly and. ignominiouſly ſtrike him, 


he returned onely this mild expoſtu- 
lation: F 7 have ſpoken evil , bear 


witneſs of the evil; if well, why ſmi- 
zeſt thou me ? that 1s, I adviſe thee to 
. - proceed in a fair and legal way a- 

_gainſt me, not to deal thus boiſte- 


roufly and wrongfully, to thy own 

harm. ; | 
Even carefull and tender he was of 
thoſe, who were the inſtruments of 
his ſuffering ; he protefted them from = 
'_ * harm, 
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harm, who conducted him 'to execu- 
tion ; as we ſee in the cafe of the | 
High-Prieſts ſervant , whom (| with Luc. 22. 51, 
more zeal, than wherewith he ever ©* 
regarded his own fafety ) he de- 
fended from the fury of his own 
friend, and cured of the wounds re- 
_ in the way of perſecuting him- 
elf. | 
All his demeanour under that great 
trial was perfectly calm, not the leaft 
regret , or reluftancy of mind, the 
leaſt contradiction, or obloquy of 
ſpeech appearing therein '; ſuch it 
was as became the lamb of God, who Iſa. 53. 7. 
was to take away the fins of the world, 
by a willing . obtation of himſelf; 
ſuch as did exaCtly correſpond to the 
ancient Prophecies ; Ze was oppreſ- 
ſed, and he was afflited, yet he open- 
ed not hs mouth; he was brought as 
a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a 
ſheep before the ſhearer is dumb, ſo 
he 9x7 not his mouth ; and, 7 gave If $0. 6. 
my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair; 7 
hid not my face from ſhame and ſpit- 


Q,3 Neither 


/ 
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Luk. 23. 34- 


ſome of their lives; the bloud they 
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Neither did the wrongful ſlanders 


deviſed and alledged againſt him by 
Gborned Wienells nor the virulent 
invectives of the Prieſts, nor the bar- 
barous clamours of the people, nor 
the contemptuous ſpitting upon him, 
and byffeting him, nor the cruel ſcor- 
g10gs, nor. vo contumelious mocke- 
ries, nor all-the bloudy tortures in- 
flicted upon him, wring from. him 
one ſyllable importing any diſlatisfac- 
tion 1n his caſe, any wrath conceived 
for his miſuſages, any grudge or ill- 
will in his mind toward his perſecu- 
tours ; but on the contrary, inſtead 
of hatred and revenge he declared the 
greateſt kindneſs and charity toward 
them, praying heartily to God his 
Father for the pardon of their ſins. 
Inſtead of aggravating their crime and 


_ 4njury againſt him, he did in a ſort 


extenuate and excuſe it, by conlide- 
ration of their ignorance and miſtake : 
Lord, (aid he, in the height of his 
ſufferings) forgive them, for they know 
wat what they doe, The life they ſo 
violently bereaved him of, he did wil- 
lingly mean to lay down for the ran- 


ſpilt 
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fpilt he wiſhed to be a falutary bal- 
fame for their wounds and maladies ; 
he moſt chearfully did offer himſelf 
by their hands a ſacrifice for their of- 
fences. No ſmall part of his affliti- 
ons was a ſenſe of their ſo grievouſly 
diſpleaſing God, and pulling miſchief 
on their own heads, a foreſight of his 
kind .intentions being fruſtrated by 
their obſtinate incredulity and impe- 
nitence, a reflexion upon that inevi- 
table vengeance, which from the di- 
vine juſtice would attend them ; this 
foreſeen did work in him a diſtaſtfull 
ſenſe, (more grievous than what his 
own pain could produce) and drew 
from him tears of compaſſion (ſuch 
as no reſentment of his own caſe could 


extort) for, When he was come near Luk. 19.41 


he beheld the City, and wept over it, 
ſaying; O that thou hadjt known, even 
thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace. 


13. 54» 


If ever he did expreſs any commo- 
tion of mind in reference to this mat- 
ter, it was onely then when one of 
his friends, out of a blind fondneſs of 
affection did preſume to diſſuade him 
from undergoing theſe evils ; then in- 

| \* 7 I deed 
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deed being ſomewhat moved with in- 

Matt. 16. 23- dignation he faid to St. Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan, for thou art an of- 

fence unto me; for thou. ſavoureſt not 

the things that be of God, but thoſe 

that be of men. ts; N04 

Neither was it out of a ſtupid .in- 

ſenſibility or ſtubborn reſolution that 

Matt. 26 he did thus behave himſelf ; for he 
8h, 90s 44. had a moſt vigorous ſenſe of all thoſe 
| Joh-12.27. grievances, and a ſtrong (natural) a- 
ET verſation from undergoing them ; as 
= * thoſe. dolorous agonies wherewith he 
ſtruggled ; thoſe deadly groans he ut- 

tered; thoſe monſtrous lumps of bloud 

he ſwet out ; thoſe earneſt prayers he 

made to be freed from them, declare; 

but from a perfect ſubmiſſion to thedi- 

vine will, an entire command over his 

paſſions, an exceſſive charity toward 

- mankind this patient and meek beha- 

Joh. 18.11. yjour did ſpring: Zhe Cup which my 
| father hath given me, ſhall F not drink 
Matt. 26. 39. z# 2 O my Father, if it be poſſible, let 
Tuk. 22+ 42 2Þ;s cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs 
Joh. 10. 18. yot as / will, but as thou wilt 2 Let 
uk oy not my will, but thine be done. No 
man taketh away my life, but I lay it 

down of my own accord ; { will give my 


feſt 
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fleſh for the life of the world : So doth | 
our Lord himſelf expreſs the true 
-* grounds of his paſſion and his pati- 
:  "_ | 
+. Such is the example of our Lord: 
' the ſerious conſideration whereof how 
© can it otherwiſe than work patience 
and meekneſs in us ; It He, that was 
the Lord of glory (infinitely excellent 
in dignity and vertue) did ſo readily 
embrace, did ſo contentedly endure 
ſuch extremities of penury, hardſhip, © 
diſgrace and pain, how can we refuſe 
them or repine at them 2 can we pre- 
tend to a better lot than he received, 
or preſume that God muſt deal better 
with us than he did with his own 
deareſt Son ? Can we be diſpleaſed at 
a conformity to our Lord and Maſter? 
Can we without ſhame affect to live 
more ſplendidly, or to fare more de- 
liciouſly than he choſe to doe? Shall 
- we fret or wail, becauſe our deſires 
are croſſed, our projects defeated, our 
intereſts any-wiſe prejudiced ; when- 
as his moſt earneſt deſires, and his 
moſt painfull endeavours had fo little 
of due and deſired ſucceſs : when He - 
was ever ready, and had ſo conſtant 
| | OCCa» 


_— 
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occaſion to ſay, Let wot my will be 
doxe 2 Can we deſpiſe that ſtate of 


meanneſs and forrow which He from . 


the higheſt ſublimities of glory and 
beatitude was Pleaſed to ſtoop unto ? 
Can we take our ſelves for the want 
of any preſent conveniences or com- 
forts to be wretched , - whenas the 
fountain of all happineſs was deſti- 
tute of all ſuch things, and ſcarce did 
ever taſte any worldly pleaſure ? Are 
Luk. 14-27. We fit or worthy to be his diſciples, it 
Hats 10. 38; WE will not take up his troſs and fol- 
16. 24 dow him; if we will not go to his 
School (that School wherein he is 
Heb. $. 8. ſaid himſelf to have /earnt obedience) 
if we will not con: that leſſon which 
he ſo loudly hath read out, and 
tranſcribe that copy which he fo fair- 
ly hath ſet before us? Can we pre- 
tend to thoſe great benefits, thoſe 
high privileges, thoſe rich and ex- 
cellent rewards, which he hath attai- 
ned for us, and which he propofeth 
Heb. 2. 9,10. tO US, if we will not go on toward 
Phil. 2. 9. . them in that way of patience which 
he hath trod before us ? 
Heb. 12.3 Can we allo, if we confider him 
; that endured ſuch contradifion of fin- 


uer's, 
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ers, be tranſported with any wrath- 
full or revengefull paſſion, upon any 
provocation from our brethren ? Can 
we hope, or wiſh for better uſage 
from men than our Lord did ever 
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find > Can we be much diſpleaſed Quim gravis | 


with any man for thwarting our de- 


cauſa fit ho- 
minis Chri- 


fires or intereſts, for diſſenting from ftiani ſerum 


our concelts, for croſſing our humours, 
whenas he ,(to. whom all reſpe& and 


pati nille cram 
prior paijus fit 
Dominu- . Secs 


obſervance, was due) did meet with Gypr: Ep. <* 


ſo little regard. or compliance in any 
way ; continually did encounter re- 
pulſes, diſappointments., oppolitions 
from the perverſe and ſpiteful world ? 
_ Can we be very jealous of our credit, 
or furious when- our. imaginary ho- 
nour. (honour, that we never really 

_ deſerved, or can juſtly claim, _ 
gully of ſo, .many great faults and 
ns) is touched with. the leaſt diſ- 
graceful reflexion, if we do well ob- 
erve 'and mind, that the moſt truly, 
and indeed onely honourable perſo- 
nage, (onely honourable, becauſe one- 
ly innocent perſon) that ever was, 
had his. reputation aſperſed by the 


molt odious reproaches, which dee- 


peſt envy and malice could deviſe, 
with- 
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without any grievous reſentment, or 
being folicitous otherwiſe to aſſert or 
clear it than by a conſtant filence ? 
Can we be exaſperated by every pet- 
ty affront, (real or ſuppoſed) when 
the moſt noble, moſt courteous, moſt 
obliging perſon that ever breathed up- 
on earth was treacherouſfty expoſed 
to violence by hisown ſervant, ſhame- 
fully deſerted by his own moſt belo- 
ved friends, deſpitefully* treated by 
thoſe whom he never had offended, 
' by thoſe upon whom he had heaped 

the greateſt benefits, without expreſ- 
fing any anger or diſpleaſure againſt 
them, but yielding many ſignal 'teſtt- 
monies of tendereſt pity and love to- 
ward them'? 'Can we fee our! Lord | 
treated like a ſlave and a thief, with- 
out any diſturbance or commotion' of. 
heart ; and we'vile wretehes upon e- 
very ſlight oecaſton ſwell with fierce 
* diſdain, pour forth reproachfull lan- 
guage, execute horrible miſchief up- 
on our brethren He indeed was ſur- 
rounded with ' injuries and affronts ; 
every ſin that ſince the foundation of 
things hath -been committed was an 
offence 'againſt ' him, and a Þburthen 
upon 


A 
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Upon him ; ( God laid upon him the 1. 53. 6. 
iniquities of us all) ſo many declared  — 
enemies, ſo many rebels, ſo many 
perſecutours, ' ſo many: murtherers he 

had as there have lived men in the 

world; for every ſinner did in truth 
conſpire to his affliftion and de- 
ſtruction ; we all in effe&t did betray 

him, did accuſe him, did mock, did 
ſcourge, did pierce and crucifie him; * 

yet he forgave all offences, he died for 

all perſons; while we were yet ene- Rom. 5. 6, 
mies, yet ſinners he died for us, to re- * © 
ſcue us from death and miſery : And 

ſhall we not then in imitation of him, 

for his dear ſake, in gratitude, reſpect 

and obedience to him, be ready to 

bear the infirmities of our brethren, 

to forgive any ſmall wrongs or often- 

ces from them .; whatever they doe Rependamas 
to us, to love them, and doe them pr, ——_ 
what good we can? If fo admirable nos iyfe de- 
a pattern of patience and meekneſs fo —_— | 
immenſe cannot, what 1s there that x 
can oblige or move us? I conclude 

with thoſe doxologies to our ſo pa- 

tient and meek Redeemer : 


Worthy 
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Apoc. 5. 12, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 

« ( to receive power, and riches, and wiſe- 
dom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing. Bleſſing, and ho- 
our, and glory, and power be unto 
him that fitteth upon the throne and 
to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

Apoc. 1.5 Unto him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our fins in his bloud, and hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and his Father, to him be glory and 

dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Nevertheleſs let not my will, but thing Matt. 26. 39. 
be done. | 


HE great Controverfie, mana- 

l ged with ſuch earneſtneſs and 
obſtinacy between God and 

Man, is this, whoſe will ſhall take 
place, his or ours: Almighty God, 
by whoſe conſtant protection and: 
great 


240 


Of Reſignation to Serm. VII, 


great mercy we ſubſiſt, doth claim to 
himſelf the authority of regulating our 
practice, and diſpoſing our fortunes ; 
but we affe& to be our own maſters 
and carvers; not willingly admitting 
any law, not patiently. brooking any 
condition, which doth not ſort with 
our fancy and pleaſure : to make good 
his right, God bendeth all his forces, 
and applieth all proper means both of 
ſweetneſs and ſeverity (perſuading us 


by arguments, ſoliciting us by entrea- 


ties, alluring us by fair promiſes, ſca- 
ring us by fierce menaces, indulging 
ample benefits to us, inflicting ſore 
correCtions on us, working in us and 
upon us by ſecret influences of grace, 
by viſible diſpenſations of providence) 
yet ſo it is, that commonly nothing 
doth avail, our will oppoſing it ſelf 
with invincible reſolution and ſtiff- 


neſs. 


Here indeed the buſineſs pincheth ; 
herein as the chief worth, fo the main 
difficulty of religious practice confi- 
ſteth, in bending that iron finew; in 
bringing our proud hearts to ſtoop, 


* and our ſturdy humours to buckle, fo 
« as to ſurrender and reſign our wills 


to 
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to the juſt, the wiſe; the gratious will 

of our-God, preſcribing our duty;'and 
aſſigning our lot" utito us. ''We'inay 
accuſe our nature, but it 15 our 'plea- 

ſure; we may pretend weaknef, but Chryſ.7om.s. 
it is wilfulneſs, which is the guilty T6027 p 
cauſe of our miſdemeanours ;' for by 7om. 5. or. 
God's: help (which doth always pre- 2945 _ 
vent'our needs, and is never wanting ' 

to. thoſe: who ſeriouſly deſire- it) we 

may be as good as we pleaſe, if we 

can. pleaſe to be good ; there-is no- 

thing within us that can reſiſt,. if our 

wills do-yield themſelves up to duty : 

to conquer our reaſon is not hard; for 

what reaſon of -man can withſtand 

the infinite cogency of thoſe motives, 

which induce to obedience 2 What 

can be more eaſie, than by a thoufand | 
arguments, clear as day, to convince w- = 
any. man, that to croſs God's will is © © © | 
the greateſt abſurdity in the world, 

and that there is no madneſs compara- 

ble thereto 2 Nor 1s 1t difficult, if we Quodcunque ' 
reſolve uponit, to govern-any other perk | 
part. or power of our nature ; for what mic. Sen. de 
cannot we doe, it we are willing 2 74 2 12: 
what inclination cannot we check, 

what appetite cannot we reſtrain, 

j.% #8) R what | a 
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what paſſion cannot we quell or mo- 
derates what faculty of our foul,. or 
member of our body is not obſequious 
to our; will 2 Even half the reſolution 
with which we purſue vanity and fin, 
would ſerve to engage us in the ways 
of 'wiſedom and vertue. 

Wherefore in overcoming our wil 
the ſtreſs lieth ; this is that impreg- 
nable_ fortreſs, which everlaſtingly 
doth hold out againſt all the batteries 
of reaſonand of grace ; which no force 
of perſuaſion, no allurement of favour, 
no. diſcouragement of terrour can re- 
duce: this puny, this impotent thing 
it 15, which grappleth with Omnipo- 
tency,, and often in a manner baffleth 
it : And no wonder ; for that God 
doth not intend to overpower our 
will, or to make any violent impreſ- 
fion on it, but onely to draw it (as it 
is in the Prophet) with the cords of a 
21an, or by rational inducements to 
win its conſent and compliance ; our 
ſervice 1s not ſo conſiderable to him, 
that he ſhould extort it from-us ; nor 
doth he value our happineſs at-ſo low 
a rate, as to obtrude it on us. His 
victory indeed were no true victory 
over 
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over us, if he ſhould gain it by main 
force, -or without the concurrence of 
our will ; our works not being our 
works, if they do not ifſue from.our 
will; and our will not being our will, 
if it be not free; to compell it were 
to deſtroy it, 'together with, all the 
worth of our vertue- and obedience : 
. Wherefore 'the Almighty 
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doth ſuffer himſelf to be "ore Hiro x aur Ja- 


_ | # C des 7, & 
withſtood, and bearetit re- ary abrby 


EY = pl Tote 
y 4 ©ua7s, as 
pulſes from us ; nor com- »& ixirzs aegodegus 


doth | . Chryl. 
monly doth he maſter our F7oa"grm. a. 


. will otherwiſe, than by its 

own ſpontaneous converſion and ſub- 
miſſion to him : 'if ever we. be con- 
quer'd, as we ſhall ſhare in the bene- 
fit, and+ wear a crown ; ſo we muſt 
Join inthe combat, and partake of the 


victory, by ſubduing our ſelves : we - 


muſt take the yoke upon us ;"tfor-God is 
onely ſerved by volunteers ; he ſum- 
moneth us/by his Word, he attrafterh 
us by :his Grace, but we muſe freely 

come anto him. 
Our will indeedof all chings i is moſt 
our.own ; the -onely. gift, the moſt 
r ſacrifice we have to offer ; 
which therefore God doth chiefly de- 
R 2 ſire, 


r, Y 
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fire, doth moſt highly prize, doth 
moſt kindly accept from us. Seeing 
then our duty chiefly moveth on this 
- hinge, the free ſubmiſſion and reſig- 
nation of our will to the will of God; 
it 1s this praftice, which our. Lord 
(who came to guide us in the way to 
happineſs, not onely as a teacher by 
his word and excellent dedtrine, but 
as a leader, by his'aCtions and perfect 
example) dH eſpecially ſet before us ; 
.as in. the conſtant tenour ofthis life, 
ſo particularly in that great exigency 
which occaſioned theſe words, where- 
in, renouncing and deprecating his 
own will, he did [expreſs an-entire 
ſubmiſſion to God's will , -a hearty 
complacence therein, and a ſerious 
deſire that it might take place. 

For the fuller underſtanding of 
which caſe, we may conſider, that 
our Lord, as partaker of our na- 
ture, and, i all things (bating fin) 
like unto us, had a- natural humane 
will, attended with ſenſes, appetites 
and affections, apt/from objects; inci- 
dent to receive congruous impreſſions 
of pleaſure and pain ; fo that what- 
ever is innocently gratefull and: _ 
anc 
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fant tous, that he reliſh'd with delight, 
and thence did encline to embrace ; 
whatever is diſtaſtfull and afflitive 
to us, that he reſented with grief, 
and thence was moved to eſchew ; 
to this probably he was liable in a 
degree beyond*our ordinary rate; for 
that in him-nature was molt perfect, 
his complexion very delicate, his tem- 


per exquiſitely ſound and fine ; for ſo - 


we find, that by how much any man's 
conſtitution 1s more ſound, by fo much 
he hath a ſmarter guſt of what is a- 


greeable or offenſive. to nature : If. 
perhaps ſometimes infirmity of body, 
or diſtemper of ſoul (a ſavage ferity, 


a ſtupid dulneſs, a fondneſs of conceit, 
or ſtiffneſs of humour, ſupported by 
wild opinions, or vain hopes) ma 
keep men from being thus affe&ted by 
tenſible objects; yet in him pure na» 
ture did work vigorouſly, with a clear 
apprehenſion and lively ſenſe, accor- 
ding to the deſign of our maker, when 
into our conſtitution he did implant 
thoſe paſſive faculties diſpoſing ob- 
jeds to affe&t them ſo and fo, for our 
need and advantage : if this be dee- 
meed weakneſs, it is a weakneſs con- 
> 24 nected 
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netted with our nature, which he 


'Erig$6- therewith did take, and with which 
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Heb. 4. 15. 
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Heb. 10. 9. 
Pal. 40. 7. 


Joh. 6. 38- and of himſelf he affirm'd,. 7 came 
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(as the Apoſtle faith) he was encom- 
paſſed. Such a will our Lord had, 
and. it was requiſite that he ſhould 
have it ; that he thence might be qua- 
lified to diſcharge the principal in- 
ſtances of obedience, for procuring 
God's favour to us, and for ſetting an 
exact pattern befote us ; for God im- 
poſing on him duties to perform, and 
diſpenſing accidents to endure, very 
croſs to that natural will, in his com- 
Pliance, and acquieſcence thereto, his 
obedience was thoroughly tried ; his 
vertue did ſhine moſt brightly ; there- 
fore (as the Apoſtle faith) he was in 
all points tempted ; thence, as to me- 
ritorious capacity, and exemplary in- 
fluence, he was perfetted through ſuf- 
fering. 

Hence was the whole courſe of his 
life and converſation among men, ſo 
deſigned, ſo modelled, as to be one 
continual exerciſe of thwarting that 
humane will, and cloſing with the 
Divine pleaſure : it was predifted of 
him, Lo 7 come to doe thy will, O God ; 


down 
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| down from heaven not to doe my own 
will, but the will of him' that ſent me ; 
whereas therefore fuch 'a praftice is 
little feen in atchieving eafie matters, 
or in admitting pleaſant occurrences ; 
it was order'd tor him, that he ſhould 
encounter the rougheſt difficulties, 
and be engaged in circumftances, moſt 
harſh to natural apprehenſion and ap- 
petite; ſo that if we trace the foot- 
ſteps of his life from the fordid man- 
ger to the bloudy croſs, we can hard- 
ly mark any thing to have befallen 
him apt to ſatisfie the will of nature. 
Nature liketh reſpe&, and loatheth 
contempt; therefore was he born of 
mean parentage, and in a moſt home- 
ly condition ; therefore did he live in 
no garb, did aſfume no office, did 
exerciſe no power, did meddle in no 
affairs, which procure: to men confi- 
deration and regard ; therefore an im- 
poſtour, a blaſphemer, a ſorcerer, a 
looſe companion, a ſeditious incendia- 
ry were the titles of honour, -and the 
elogies of praife conferred on him ; 
therefore was he expoſed to the laſh of 
_ every flanderous, every ſcurrilous, eve- 
ry petulant and ungoverned tangue. 
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- Nature doth affect the good opini- 
on, and good will of men, eſpecially 
when due in-gratefull return for great 
courteſie and beneficence ; nor doth 
any.:thing more grate thereon, than 
abuſe of kindneſs ; ' therefore, could 
he (the world's great friend and be- 
nefactour) ſay, the world hateth me ; 
therefore were thoſe, whom he, with 
ſo much charity and bounty had in- 
Rructed, had ted, had cured of diſ- 
eaſes (both corporal and ſpiritual) fo 


ready. to :clamour, and commit out- 


rage. upon him ; therefore could he 
thus expoſtulate, Many good - works 
have 1 ſhewed you from my father. for 
which of thoſe works do ye ſtone me ? 
therefore. did his kindred ſlight him, 
therefore did his diſciples abandon him, 


therefore did the grand traitour iſjue 


from his own boſfome ; therefore did 


that whole Nation, which he chiefly 


ſought and laboured to fave, conſpire 
toperſecute him, with moſt rancorous 
ſpite and cruel miſuſage. 


., Nature loveth plentifull accommo- 
dations,' and abhorreth to be pinched 
.wiuh any want ; therefore was ex- 
treme -penury appointed to him ; che 


hag 


s ©? 


» 4 #4 
$15 RM 


Serm: VII. the Divine Will. 249 
| had no revenue, no eftate, no certain 
livelyhood, not ſo much as a houſe Marr. 8. 20. 
where to” lay his head, or a piece of [7252119 
money to diſcharge the tax for it; * 
he owed his ordinary ſupport to alms, 
or voluntary beneficence ; he was to 
ſeek his food from a fig-tree on 7he 2 Cor. 8. g. 
way ; and ſometimes was beholden | 
for it to the courteſte of Publicans ; 
FT nad trwyee, he was (ſaith Saint 
Paul) a beggar for us. | 
Nature delighteth in eaſe, in quiet, 
in liberty ; therefore did' he ſpend his 
days in continual Jabour, 1n. reſtleſs 
travel, in endleſs vagrancy, going a- Joh. 4. 16. 
bout and doing good ; ever haſtning Mitt: 4:23- 
thither, whither the needs of men did po ale 23. 
call, or their benefit invite ; therefore Phil. 2. 7. 
did he take on him the form of a ſer- rg a 
vant, and<-was among his own fol- Mart. 21. 28, 
lowers as one that miniſtreth ; there- 
fore he pleaſed not himſelf, but ſuted 
his demeanour to the ftate and circum- 
ſtances of things, complied with the 
manners and faſhions, comported with 
the humours and infirmities of men» 
Nature coveteth good ſucceſs to 
its- deſign and undertakings, hardly 
brooking to te: diſappointed and de- 
+ teated 
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| _ feated in them : therefore was he put 

to water dry ſticks, and to waſh Ne- - 

groes ; that is, to inſtruct a moſt dull 

and ſtupid, to reform a moſt perverſe 

and ſtubborn generation ; therefore 

his ardent deſires, his ſolicitous cares, 

his painfull endeavours for the good 

of men did obtain ſo little fruit ; had 

indeed a contrary effte&, rather aggra- 

vating their ſins than removing them, 

rather hardning than turning 'their 

hearts, rather plunging them deeper 

into perdition, than reſcuing them 

| from it: therefore ſo- much in vain 

did he, in numberleſs miraculous 

works, diſplay his power and good- 

neſs, convincing few, converting few- 

er by them ; therefore - although he 

taught with moſt powerfull authori- 

ty, with moſt charming gracefulneſs, 

with moſt convincing evidence, yet, 
Luk. 4-22 Who ( could he fay ) hath believed 
Joh. 12. 28. 947 report ? though he moſt earneſtly 
| _ did invite and allure men to him, of- 
: fering the richeſt boons that heaven 
Toh. 5. 40. it felt could diſpenſe, yet, Te wil not 
(was he forced to ſay) come anto me, 

that ye may be ſaved; although with 

aſſiduous fervency of affetion he ſtrove 

| | to 


Serm. VII the Divine Will. 251 
| to reclaim them from' courſes tending 
to their ruine, yet how he proſpered, 
ſad experience declareth, and we may 
earn from that dolefull complainr, 
How often would 7 have gathered thy Luk. 13. 34 
children together, as a hen doth gather "9 4* 
her brood under her wings, but ye would 
ot : 8x t$9:Xfoure, your will did not 
concur, your will did not ſubmit. 

In fine, natural will ſeeketh plea- > _ [. 13, 
ſure, and ſhunneth pain ; , But what 23. , 
pleaſure did he taſte ; what inclinati- Joh. 4 ge 
on, what appetite, what ſenſe did he wer wr 
gratifie 3 2 How did he feaſt, or revell ? 

How, but in tedious faſtings, in fre- 
quent hungers, by palſling . whole 
nights in prayer, and retirement for 
devotion upon the cold mountains ? 
What ſports had he, what recreation Matt. 18. 12. 
did he take, but feeling inceſſant 
gripes of compaſſion, and weariſome 
roving in queſt of the loſt ſheep? In 
what converſation could he divert 
himfelf, but among thoſe, whoſe dol- 
_ tiſh incapacity, and froward humour, 
did wring from his patience thoſe 
words, ow long ſhall 7 be with you, Matt. 17. 17- 
how tong fhall 7 ſaffer you > What 
muſick Li he hear 2 What but the 


rat- 
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ratlings of clamorous _— and 
furious accuſations againſt him ? to 
be. deſperately maligned, to be inſo- 
lently mocked, to be ſtyled a King, 
and treated as a ſlave ; to be ſpit on, 
to be buffeted, to be ſcourged, to be 
drenched with gall, to be crowned 
with thorns, to be nailed to a croſs; 
theſe were the delights which our 
Lord enjoyed, theſe the ſweet com- 
forts of his life, and the notable pro- 
ſperities of his fortune : ſuch a porti- 
on was allotted to him, the which he 
did accept from God's hand with all 
patient ſubmiſſion, with perfe& con- 
tentedneſs, with exceeding alacrity, 
never repining at it, never complai- 
ning of it, never flinching, from it, 
or fainting under it ; but proceeding 
on in the performance of all his duty, 
and proſecution of his great deſigns, 
with undaunted. courage , with un- 
wearied induſtry, with undiſturbed | 
tranquillity and fatisfaction of mind. 
Had indeed his condition and for- 
tune been otherwiſe framed ; had he 
come into the world qualified with a 
noble extraction ; had he lived in a 
cas equipage, had he _—_ a 
plen: 
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ad he been favoured and careſſed by 
men ; had he found a current of pro- 
ſperous ſucceſs, had ſafety , eaſe and 
pleaſure waited- on him ; Where had 
been the pious reſignation of his will, 
where the pretious merit of his obe- 
dience, where the glorious luitre of 
his example ? how then had our frail- 
ty in him become viCtorious over all 
its enemies; how had he triumphed 
-over the ſolicitations and allurements 
of the fleſh ; over the frowns and flat- 
teries of the world ; over the malice 
and fury of hell ; how then could he 
have fo demonſtrated his immenſe 
charity toward us, or laid ſo mighty 
obligations upon us ? 

Such in general was the caſe, and 
ſuch the deportment of our Lord ; 
but there was ſomewhat peculiar and 
beyond all this occurring to him, 
which drew forth the words of our 
Text : God had tempered for him a 
potion of all the moſt bitter and loath- 


ſome ingredients that could be; a _ 


drop whereof no man ever hath, or 
could endure-to ſip; for he was not 
onely to undergo whatever load hu- 
mane 


kentifull eſtate and a fair reputation, 
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nious diſgrace,” and grievous pain ; 
but to feel diſmal agonies of Spirit, 
and thoſe unkwown /ufferiygs , which 
God alone could inflict, God onely 
could ſuſtain : ' Beho/d, and ſee, he 
might well fay, zf there be any ſorrow 
like auto my ſorrow, which zs. done un- 
to me; wherewith the Lord hath af- 
Haifted me in the day of his. fierce an- 
ger 2 He was to labour with pangs of 
charity, and through his heart to be 
pierced with deepeſt commiſeration 
of our wretched caſe: he was to 
crouch under the burthen of all the 
ſins {( the numberleſs moſt heinous 
fins and abominations ) ever .com- 
mitted by mankind: he was to paſs 
through the hotteſt furnace of divine 

ance, andby his bloud to. quench 


_ Yange | 
the wrath of Heaven flaming .out a- 


gainſt iniquity ; he was to ſtand_ (as 
x were) before the mouth' of Hell, 
belching fire and brimſtone -on his 
face : 'his grief was to ſupply the de- 


feats of our remorſe, and this ſuffe- 
ring in:thofe tew :moments :to coun- 


tervail the eternal torments due:to us : 
He was to bear «the hiding of won 
ace, 
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face, and an eclipſe of that favourable 
aſpect in which all bliſs doth refide ; 
a caſe which he that ſo perfectly un- 
derſtood, could not but infinitely re- 
ſent : theſe things with the cleareſt 
apprehenſion he ſaw coming on him ; 
and:no wonder that our nature ſtar- 
ted at ſo ghaſtly a ſight ; or that hu- 
mane inſtintt ſhould dictate that pe- 


tition, Father if thou wilt, let this 


cup paſs from me ; words implying his 

| real participation of our infir- 
mity ; words denoting the height of 
thoſe fad evils which encompaſſed 
him with his lively and lowly refent- 
ment'of them ; words informing us, 
how we ſhould entertain God's cha- 
ſtifements, and whence we muſt ſeek 
relief of our preſſures (that we ſhould 
receive them, not with a ſcornfull 
neglect or ſullen infenſibility , but 
with a meek contrition of ſoul ; that 
we ſhould entirely depend on God's 
pleaſure for ſupport under them, or a 
releaſement from them) words which, 
in conjunction with thoſe following, 
do ſhew how inſtantly we ſhould 
quaſh and over-rule any infurre&tion 
of natural deſire againſt the command 
or 
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or providence of God. We mult not 
take that prayer to ſignifie any pur- 
poſe in our Lord to: ſhift off his paſ- 
ſion, or any wavering 1n reſolution 
about it ; for he could not any-wiſe 


- mean to undoe that, which he knew 


done with God before the world's 


| foundation ; he would not unſettle 


that, which was'by his own free/un- 
dertaking,. and irreverſible decree 3 


He that foi often with fatisfaction did 


foretell this event, who with ſo ear- 
eſt defire longed for its approach ; 
who with that ſharpneſs of indignati- 
on did rebuke his friend offering to 
divert him from it ; who did again 
repreſs St. Peter's animoſity with that 
ſerious expoſtulation, 7he cup which 
my Pather hath given me, ſhall not 
drink it 2 who had adviſedly laid ſuch 
trains for its accompliſhment, : would 
he decline it 2 Could that heart- all 
burning with zeal for God and chari- 
ty to men admit the leaſt thought. or 
motion of averſeneſs from drinking 


that cup, which was the Sovereign 


medicine adminiſtred by divine wile- 
dom for the recovery of God's Crea- 


Matt. 26. 33- tion > No; had he ſpake with ſuch 


intent, 


s Sas 
, - 


— 
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intent, .legions of 'Angels had flown 


to his reſcue ; that word, which fra- 
med the worlds, which ſtilled the 


tempeſts, which eje&ted Devils, would 
 Immediarely-have ſcattered. his ene- 


mies, and daſhed all their projets a- 
gainſt him ; wherefore thoſe words 
did not proceed from intention, but 
as from inſtin&, and for inſtruction ; 
importing, that what our humane 
frailty was apt to ſuggeſt, that his 
divine vertue was -more ready to 
ſmother ; neither did he vent the for- 
mer, but that he might expreſs the 
latter. 


He did expreſs it in real effect ; 


immediately with all readineſs ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to receive. that unſa- 
vory potion ; he reached out his hand 
for it, yielding fair opportunity and 
advantages to his perſecutours ; he 
lifted .it up to his mouth, innocently 
provoking their envy and malice, he 
drank it off with a moſt ſteady calm- 
neſs, and ſweet compoſure of mind, 
with the ſilence, the ſimplicity, the 
meekneſs of a lamb, carried to the 
ſhughter ; no fretfull thought riſing 
up, no angry Vow breaking forth, 

but 
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but a-clear patience, enhivened with a 
warm charity, ſhining in all his be- 
haviour, and through every circum- 
ſtance of his paſſion.. 

. © Such in his life, ſuch at his death 
was the praCtice of our Lord ; in con- 
formity whereto we alſo readily ſhould 
undertake whatever God propoſeth, 
we gladly ſhould accept whatever 
God offereth, we vigoroufly ſhould 
perform whatever God enjoineth, we 
patiently ſhould undergo whatever 
God impoſeth or inflifterh, how croſs 
| ſoever any duty, any diſpenſation 
may prove to our carnal ſenſe or hu- 
mour. 

To doe thus, the contemplation of 
this example may ſtrongly engage us: 
for if our Lord had not his will, can 
we in reaſon expect, can we in mo- . 
deſty defire to have ours? muſt we be 
cockered and pleaſed in every thing, 
whenas he was treated ſo courfely, 
and croſſed in 'all things > can we 
grutch at any kind of ſervice, or ſuf- 
ferance ; can we think much (for 
our trial, our exerciſe, our correcti- 
on) to bear a little want, a little dif- 
grace, a little pain, when the Son -f 
Go 
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God was put to diſcharge the hardeft 
tasks, to endure the 1ſoreſt adverfi- 
ries 2 : 
But farther to enforce theſe duties, 
be pleafed to caſt a glance on two 
conſiderations. 1. What the will is 
fo which, 2. Who the willer is to 
whom we muſt ſubmir. | 

' 1. What is the will of God? is it 
any thing unjuſt, unworthy, or diſho- 
nourable, any thing incommodious or 
hurtfull, any thing extremely difficult, 
or intolerably grievous that God re- 
quireth-of. us, to doe or bear? No: 
he willeth nothing from us, or to us, 
which doth not beſt become us, and 
molt behove us ; which is not atten- 
ded with fafety, with-eafe, with the 
ſolideft profit, the faireſt reputation, 
and the ſweeteſt pleaſure. 

Two things he willeth, that we 
ſhould be good, and that we ſhould 
be happy ; the firſt in order to the 
fecond, for that vertue is the certain 
way, and a neceſſary qualification to 
felicity. 

The will of God, faith St. Paul, © 
our ſanitification; what is that 2 what, 


but that the decays of our frame, and 
| S 2 the 
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the defacements of God's image with» 
in us ſhould be repaired ; that the fa-, 
culties of our Soul ſhould be reſtored 
to their original integrity and vigour ; 
that from moſt wretched ſlaveries we 
ſhould be tranſlated into a happy free- 
dom, yea, into a glorious kingdom ; 
that from deſpicable beggary and baſe- 
neſs we ſhould be advanced to ſub- 
ſtantial wealth, ar-l ſublime dignity ; 
that we ſhould be cleanſed from the 
fouleſt defilements, and decked with 
the goodlieſt ornaments ; that we 
ſhould be cured of moſt loarhſome 
diſeaſes, and ſettled in a firm health 
of ſoul ; that we ſhould be delivered 
from thoſe brutiſh luſts, and thoſe de- 
viliſh paſſions, which create in us a 
hell of darkneſs, of confuſion, of vex- 
ation ; which diſhonour our nature, 
deform our ſoul, ruffle our mind, and 
wrack our conſcience; that we ſhould 


be endowed. with thoſe worthy dif- 


poſitions and affetions, which do con- 
ſtitute in our hearts a heaven of light, 
of order, of joy and peace ; dignifie 
our nature, beautifie our ſoul, clarifie 
and chear our mind ; that we ſhould 
eſchew thoſe practices, which never 

go 
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go without a. retinue of wofull miſ- 
chiefs and ſorrows, embracing. thoſe 
which always yield abundant fruits 
of convenience and comfort :; that i 10 
ſhort , we ſhould become friends of 
God, fit to converſe with Angels, and 
| capable of paradiſe. 


God ( faith St. Paul again) willeth 1 Tim. 2. 7+ 
all men to be ſaved; He willeth not 2Pet- 3-9. 


(faith St. Peter) that any man ſhould 
periſb ; He faith it himſelf, yea, he 


| ſweareth it, that he hath no plea- Ezck-33- its 


ſare in.the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked ſhould tru from his 
way and live : And what js this wyl? 
what, but that we ſhould obtain all 
the good whereof we are capable ; 
that we ſhould be filled ' with jay, 
and crowned with Flory: ; that .we 
ſhould | be fixed. in an immovable 
fate of happineſs, in the: perpetual 
enjoyment of God's fayour, and: in . 
the light of his bliſsfull- preſence.” "= 
that we ſhould be, rid, of all the 
evils, to which we are Table; that 
we ſhould 'be releaſed from inextri- 
cable chains of guilt, from incurable 
ſtings of remorſe, from being irreco- 
| a. engaged to paſs a diſconſolate 
; I 3 eter. 


ves 
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eternity in utter darkneſs, and ex- 
tree woe? Such is God's will; to 
ſuch purpoſes every command, every 
diſpenſation of God (how grim, how 


rough ſoever it may ſeem) doth tend: 


and do we refuſe to comply with that 
good will ; do we ſet againſt it a will 
of our own, affefting things unwor- 


g _ thy of us, things unprofitable to us, 


things prejudicial to our beſt intereſts ; 
things utterly banefull to our ſouls ? 
Do'we reject. the will that would fave 
us, and adhere to a will that would 


- ruine us; a fooliſh and a ſenſeleſs will, 


Eccleſ. 7. 6. 


which ſlighting the immenſe treaſures 
of Heaven, the unfading glories of 
God's Kingdom, the ineftable joys of 
eternity doth, catch at ſpecious no- 
things, doth purſue miſchievous tri- 
fles ; a ſhadow of baſe profit, a ſmoak 
of vain honour, a flaſh of ſordid plea- 
ſure; which paſſeth away like the 
mirth of fools, or the crackling of 
thorns, leaving onely ſoot, black and 


bitter behind it ? | 
__ But at leaſt Cer we doe thus, let 
us conſider, whoſe will it is, that re- 
quireth our compliance. 


It 
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It is the will of Him, whoſe will Pal. I48. 5. 


did found the earth and rear the hea- apoc. 4. 11. 


vens ; whoſe wil fuſtaineth all things 
in their exrſtence and operation ; 
whoſe will is the great law of the 
world, which univerfal nature in 
all its motions- doth obſerve; which 
reigneth in heaven, the bleſſed Spirits 
adoring it, which ſwayeth in hell it 
ſelf, the curfed Fiends trembling at 
it; And ſhall we alone (we pitifull 
worms, crawling on earth) preſume 
to murmure, or dare to kick againſt 
it ? | = 

It is the wilt of our Maker, who 
together with all our other faculties 
_ did create and confer on us the very 
power of willing : and ſhall we turn 
the work of his hands, the gift of his 
bounty againſt him 2 . | 

Ir is the will of our Preferver,' who - 
together with all chat we are or have, 
. continually doth uphold our very will 
ir {felf; ſo that without employing 
any poſitive force, merely by letting 
us fall out of his hand, he can ſend 
us 2nd it back to nothing : and ſhall 
our, will claſh with that, on which it 

ſo wholly dependeth ; without which 
"0k S 4 it 
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it cannot ſubſiſt-, one moment , . or 
move one ſtep forward in action ? 

Ir 15 the will of our ſovereign Lord, 
who upon various, indiſputable ac- 
counts hath a juſt right to govern, us, 
and an abſolute power to diſpoſe of 
us: ought we not therefore. to fay 
with old Ei, It is the Lord, let him 
doe to me as it ſeemeth good to him 2 


Ts it not extreme iniquity, 1s 4t not 


monſtrous arrogance. tor us, in dero- 
gation to his will, to pretend giving 
law, or picking a ſtation to our ſelves? 
Do we not manifeſtly incur high trea- 
ſon againſt the King of Heaven by ſo 
invading his office, uſurping his au- 
thority, ſnatching his ſceptre 1nto our 
harids, and ſetting. our wills in his 


. throne? 


Tt is the will of our Judge, from 
whoſe mouth our doom muſt proceed, 
awarding life or death, weal or woe 
unto us; and what ſentence can we. 
expect, what favour. can we pretend 
to, if we greſumptuouſly ſhall offend, 
oppoſe that will, which is.-the ſu- 
preme rule of juſtice, -and ſole foun- 


tain of mercy 2 


It 
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It is the will of -our Redeemer ; 
who; hath bought us with an ineſti- 


mable price, and-with infinite: pains 


hath reſcued us-from miſerable capti- 
'vity cunder moſt :barbarous enemies, 
that obeying his will we might com- 
mand our own, and ſerving him we 
might enjoy pertect freedom ;- And 
ſhall we, declining his call and: con- 
du&t -out of that: unhappy ſtate, be- 
reave him of his;purchaſe, fruſtrate 
his undertakings, arid forteit to our 
ſelves. the benefit of ſo-great redemp- 
tion ? 

Ft-is the will of our beſt Friend ; 
whie-loveth us much Letter than we 
do love.our ſelves; who is concerned 
for:our;; welfare' as. his own deareſt 
intereſt, and greatly delighterh there- 
in ; -whoby innumerable experiments 

hath demonſtrated. an exceſs of kind- 
| neſs. to; us; who :in all his dealings 
with us purely doth aim at our good, 
never: charging any duty on us, or 
diſpenſing any event to us, ſo much 
with: intent to exeraſe his power c- 
ver: us, :as to expreſs his goodneſs to- 
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againſt his own deſire ; never indeed 
but when goodneſs it ſelf calleth for 
it, and even mercy doth urge there- 
to; to whom we are much obliged, 
' that he vouchſafeth to govern and 
guide us, our ſervice being altogether 
unprofitable to him, his governance 
exceedingly beneficial to us :* And 
doth not ſuch a will deferve regard, 
may it not demand compliance from 
us ? to negle& or infringe it, what is 
it ; 1s-it not palpable folly, 1s it not 
foul difingenuity, is it not deteſtable 
ingratitude ? | Z 

So doth every relation of God re- 
commend his will to us ; and:each of 
his attributes doth no lefs : for;: 

It is the will of him, who is moſt 
holy, -or whoſe will is effential rett- 
tude : how then can we thwart it, 
without being ſtained with the guilt, 
and wounded with a ſenſe of great ir- 
regularity and iniquity ? 

It is the will of him, who 1s per- 
fe&tly juſt ; who therefore cannot but 
aſſert his own righteous will, and a- 
venge the violation thereof : is it then 
adviſable to drive him to that point 
by -wilfull provocation ; or to run 
upon 
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upon the edge of neceſlary ſeverity ? 

It is the will of him, who is infi- 
nitely wiſe; who therefore doth in- 
ftallibly know what is beſt for us, 
what doth moſt befit our capacities 
and circumſtances ; what-[in the final 
reſult will conduce to our greateſt 
advantage; and comfort : ſhall we then 
prefer the dreams of our vain mind: 
before the oracles of his wiſedom ; 
ſhall we, forſaking the dire&ion of 
his unerring will, tollow the impulſe 
of. our giddy humour ? 

It is the will of him, who is im- 
menſely good and benign; whoſe will 
therefore can be no other than good 
will to us; who can mean nothing 
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thereby but to. derive bounty and - 


mercy on us:- Can we then fail of 
doing well, if we-put our ſelves en- 
tirely 1nto his hands ; are we not our 
own greateſt. enemies, in withſtan- 
ding his gratious intentions 2 ; - | 

It is finally the will of him;-,who is 
uncantrollably powerfull; whoſe will 
therefore. muſt . prevail -one way or 
other : either with our will, or againſt 
it;. either fo as to. bow and, ſarisfie us; 
or ſo as to break-and plague us: for, 


My 
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Iſz. 45. 11. My counſel (faith he) ſhall tand, and 


Dan. 5g. 23+ 


1 will doe all my pleaſure. As to his 
diſpenſations, we may fret, we may 
wail, we may bark at them, but we 
cannot alter or avoid them :* ſooner 
may we by our moans check ' the 
tides, .or by our cries ſtop the Sun 
in his carriere, than divert the cur- 
rent of affairs, or change the ſtate of 
things eſtabliſhed by God's high de- 
cree; what he layeth on, no hand 
can remove; what he hath deſtined, 
no power - can. reverſe; our anger 
therefore will be ineffteftual, our im- 
patience will have no other fruit than 
to aggravate our guilt, and augment 
our grief. 
As to his commands, we may /ift 
u our ſelves againſt them, we may 
ghr ſtoutly, we may 1n a ſort prove 
Conquerours ; but it will be a miſe- 
rable Victory, the Trophies whereof 
ſhall be ereed in Hell, and ſtand upon 
the ruines of our happineſs; for while 
we inſult over abuſed grace, we muſt 
fall under! incenſed juſtice : If God 
cannot fairly procure: his will of us in 
way of due obedience, he will ſurely 
execute his will upon us in way of 
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righteous vengeance ; if we do not 
ſurrender our wills 'to the overtures 
of his goodneſs, we muſt ſubmit our 
backs to the ſtroaks of his anger : 
He muſt reign over us, if not as over 
loyal Subjes to our comfort, yet as 
over ſtubborn Rebels ro our confuſi- 
on ; for this in that caſe will be our 
doom, and the laſt words God will 
deſign to ſpend upon us, Thoſe mine Luk. 19. 27. 
enemies, which would not that I ſhould 
reign over them, bring them hither, 
and ſlay them before me. 


Now the God of peace, that brought a- Heb. 13. 20. 
gain from the dead our Lord Feſas, 
that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
through the bloud of the everlaſting 
Covenant, make you perfett in every 
700d work to doe his will, working in 
you that which is well pleafing in his 
fright, through Feſus Chriſt; to whom 

be glory for ever and ever : Amen. 
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1. CErmons Preached upon ſeveral 
Occaſions in two Volumes in 
Octavo. 

2. The Rule of Faith, &c. 

3. A Sermon Preached on the 5th. 
of November, 1678. at St. Margarets 
Weſtminfter , before the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, upon St. Lake 9. 
55, 56. But he turned, and rebuked 
them, and ſaid, Te know not what man- 
ver of Spirit ye are of ; For the Son of 
man is not come. to deſlroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them. 

4. A Sermon Preached at the firſt 
General Meeting of the Gentlemen 
and others in and near London, who 
were Born within the County of Tort. 
Upon Fohn 13. 34, 35. 4 new Com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another, QC. 

5. A Sermon Preached before the 
King, at White-ha#l, April 4th. 1679, 
upon 1 John 4.1. Beloved, believe not 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether 
they are of God, &C. 6. A 
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6. A. Sermon Preached before the 


King, at White-haf, April 2d. 1680, 


upon Joſhua 24.15. If it ſeem evil un- 
to you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe ye this 
day whom ye will ſerve. 

7, The Lawfulneſs, and Obligati- 
on of Oaths: A Sermon Preached at 
the Afſſizes held at Xing/tove upon 
Thames, July 21. 1681, upon Heb. 6. 


I6. And an Oath for Confirmation is 


to them an end of all Strife. 

8. A Sermon Preached at the Fu- 
neral of the Reverend Mr. 7homas 
Gouge, November 4th. 1681, with an 
account of his Life, upon Luke 20. 
37, 38. Now that the Dead are raiſed, 
even Moſes ſhewed at the buſh, &c. 

9. A Perſuaſive to Frequent Com- 
mun1on in the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, Preached in two Ser- 
mons upon x Cor. It. 26, 27,28. For 
as oft as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death 
till he come, &c. 

10. A Sermon Preached at the 
Funeral of the Reverend Benjamin 
Whichcot, D. D. and Miniſter of Saint 
Lawrence Fewry, London, May 24th. 
1683, upon 2Cor.5. 6, Wherefore we 
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are always confident, knowing that Sia | 
we are at home in the body we are ab- 
fent from the Lord. 

11. A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſtb- 
ſtantiation. 
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Dr: Iſaac Barrow, late Maſter of 

Trinity College in Cambridge : Publi-" 
ſhed-by the Reverend Dr. 7id4or/on, 
Dean ot Canterbury + in two Volumes 
in Folio. 

Fhe - firſt containing Thirty two 
| Sermons, preached upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions; an Expoſition of the Lord's 
Prayer and the Decalogue ; a Learned 
Treatiſe of the Pope's Supremacy, 4 
Diſcourſe concerning the Unity'ot the 
Church: alſo ſome Account of the 
Life of the Authour, with Alphabeti- 
Ci] Tables. 

' The Second Volume containing 
_ Sermons and Expoſitions upon all the. 
Apoſtles Creed: with an Alphabetical 
Table; and to which may be alſo ad- 
ded the Life of the Authour. | 
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